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ENJAMIN Franklin, who will 
thine with diftinguifhed luftre in 
the page of hiftory asa philofopher, a 
olitician, and a legiflator, feems to 
e indebted for his cot more to na- 
tural abilities and ftrength of genius 
than to the greatnefs of his anceftors, 
or the opulence of his family. Like 
the celebrated French orator, Fle- 
chier, he was the fon of a tallow- 
chandler, who emigrated from Eng- 
land for his -religious opinions, and 
eftablifhed himfelf at Bofton, where 
he carried on his bufinefs, and where 
the fubjeét of thefe memoirs was born, 
on the 17th of January, 1706. 
When fecarcely fourteen, young 
Franklin left the place of his nativity, 
where he probably worked fome time 
with his father in his profeffion, and 
went to Philadelphia about the year 
1720. Here he found means to get 
himfelf introduced to the only print- 
er then fettled in that city, who, ob- 
ferving him to be a youth of parts, 
and poffefied of a happy difpofition, 
seceived him into his houfe, and 
VoL. Vi, 


taught him the art of printing, which 
at this period was very little known 
throughout the greater part of that 
country. 

In this fituation, Franklin gave 
fuch {pecimens of his talents and in- 
duftry as recommended him to the 
notice of ftrangers who, from mo- 
tives of curiofity, vifited the print- 
ing-office of his mafter, and few of 
them quitted it without giving him 
fome marks of their liberality and fa- 
tisfaction. 

Fond of knowledge, and having 
an infatiable defire for inftruGtion, 
young Franklin perceived that at fuch 
a diftance from England he could 
acquire it only from books; but as 
thefe were difficult to be procured in 
a place which contained only four or 
five hundred volumes, he formed, in 
conjunétion with fome other young 
men, whofe purfuits were congenia 
with his own, a {mall book fociety, 
the members of which agreed to 
bring together all the literary works 
they poffeffed, in order to eftablih a 
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library. As this refource, however, 
was not fufficient to gratify his ardent 
thirft for fcience, he prevailed on the 
fociety to contribute a fixed fum every 
mopth, for the purpofe of purchafing 
books in London, which, as they ar- 
rived, were added to the original 
colleftion. 

This fociety being foon known, 
its members rapidly encreafed, and, 
to make the inftitution more generally 
ufeful, they refolved to lend out books 
to fuch of the inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia.as had .a turn for reading, on 
condition of their paying a certain 
fubfcription. By thefe means, they 
augmented their fund, and confe- 
quently their colleGion, fo much, that 
in the courfe of a’few years they had 
more books perhaps than were to be 
found in all the colonies put toge- 
ther. In fhort, the advantages ari- 
fing from this eftablifhment appeared 
to be fo great that their example was 
followed at Bofton, New York, 
Charles Town, and other places; and 
thus was laid the foundation of thofe 
valuable libraries now to be feen in 
thefe towns, as well as at Philadel- 
phia, which can boaft of one not in- 
ferior, perhaps, to any even in Eu- 
rope. 

Conyinced, however, that all the 
affiftance he could procure at Phila- 
delphia would not condu€@ him to 
that point at which he wifhed to ar- 
rive, Franklin determined to pay a 
vifit to England: he therefore came 
over to this country about the year 
1724 of 1725, and worked for fome 
time in London, as a journeyman 
printer, with the late Mr. Watts. 
‘Though in this humble flation, he 
had procured letters of recommen- 
dation to Martin Folkes, Efq. after- 
wards Prefident of the Royal Society, 
by whom he was well received, and 
through him was known to Dr. 
Clarke : bat he was not gratified with 
a fight of Sir Ifaac Newton, which 
he often: lamented, and which he had 
greatly laboured to obtain. The in- 

‘creafing infirmities, and great age, of 
Sir Ifaac prevented him from enjoy- 
ing that pleafure. 
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It may not be here improper to ob- 
ferve, as an inftance of Franklin’s 
good fenfe, that he was never afham- 
ed of his origin, or blufhed to men- 
tion his having worked for daily hire. 
Tn a converfation at Paris, in compa- 
ny with Count D’Aranda and the 
Duke de Ja Rochefoucault, he re- 
plied to an Irith gentleman, who afk- 
ed him fome queftions about the ftate 
of the paper manufactory there, ‘‘ Few 
** men can give you more informa- 
Mon on that fubjec&t than myfelf, 
** for 1 was originally in the print- 
** ing trade.” Some years ago, when 
in London, he paid a vifit to Mr. 
Hett, who fucceeded Mr. Watts, and 
having taken a view of the {pot 
where he had once iaboured, he re- 
tired, highly fatisfied, after making a 
prefent in money to the journeymen. 
Mr. Watts had behaved to Franklin 
with fo much kindnefs that he always 
entertained a grateful remembrance 
of it. At every entertainment which 
he gave his workmen, during the life 
of Watts, the health of his old friend 
and mafter, who ufed often to fay that 
** his young American compofer,” as 
he called him, ‘‘ would one day make 
a confiderable figure,” was one of 
the firft toafts. . 

By an original letter to Sir Hans 
Sloane, Bart. publifhed in the Gen- 
tleman’s Magazine, and dated June 
2d, 1726, it appears that Mr. Frank- 
lin, at this early period, had a ftrong 
turn for philofophical feience. ‘This 
letter is as follows. 

‘** Having lately been in the north- 
‘* ern’ parts of America, I have 
** brought from thence a purfe made 
«* of the ftone afbeftus, a piece of 
‘* the ftone and.a piece of the wood, 
** the pithy part of which is of the 
‘* fame nature, and called, by the 
‘© inhabitants, falamander cotton. As 
** you are noted to be a lover of cu- 
** riofities, I have informed you of 
** thefe, and if you have any incli- 
** nation to purchafe them, or fee 
** them, let me know your pleafure 
‘* by a line direfted for me at the 
*© Golden Fan in Little Britain, and I 
‘* will wait upon you with them.” 
How 




















































How long Mr, Franklin refided in 
England, or in what year he went 
back to America, our materials do 
not inform us, but we learn, from 
the account of him publithed in 
France by Mr. Le Roy*, that on his 
return he perfuaded the printer who 


firft inftru¢ted him in the typographic | 


art to fet on fvot a newfpaper, on the 
plan of thofe publifhed in London. 
This idea was attended with the hap- 
pieft fuccefs, and his mafter, who de- 
rived great benefit from it, after ad- 
mitting him as a partner, out of gra- 
titude for his friendfhip and affittance, 
ave him his daughier in marriage. 
The fruits of this union were, a fon, 
who efpoufing the party oppofite to 
that of our philofopher, became one 
of the chiefs of the loyaliits, and a 
daughter, afterwards married to Mr. 
Bache, a merchant in Philadelphia. 
In 1735, Mr. Franklin was at- 
tacked by a fevere pleurify, which 
terminated in an abfcefs on the lett 
lobé of his lungs, and he was then al- 
moft fuffocated with the quantity and 
fuddennefs of the difcharge. A fecond 
attack of a fimilar nature happened 
fome years after this, from which 
he foon recovered, and he did not 
appear to fuffer any inconvenience in 
his refpiration from the effeéts of thefe 
difeafes. His idea of death may be 
collected from a letter which he wrote 
to Mifs Hubbard, on the lofs of his 
brother, John Franklin, of Bofton, 
who was Mifs Hubbard’s father-in- 
law, «« Dear child,” fays he, “1 
** condole with you; we have loft a 
** moft dear and valuable relation ; 
“ but it is the will of God and Na- 
** ture that thefe mortal bodies be laid 
** afide, when the foul is to enter into 
*‘ real life; it is rather an embrio 
** ftate, a preparation for living: a 
** man is not completely born until he 
** be dead ;—why then fhould we 
*‘ grieve that a new child is born 
** among the immortals, a new mem- 
** ber added to their happy fociety ? 





* See Note dé M, le Roy, fur Franklin, at 
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‘«* Weare fpirits. That bodies fhould 
«* be lent us while they can afford ns 
* pleafure, aflift us in acquiring 
“‘ knowledge, or doing good to our 
‘© fellow creatures, is a kind and be- 
“«* nevolent aét of God. When they 
‘© become unfit for thefe purpofe:, 
‘* and afford us pain inftead of plea- 
‘* fure, inftead of an aid, they be- 
*© come an incumbrance, and anfwer 
“¢ none of the intentions for which 
‘* they were given. It is equally kind 
«¢ and benevolent that a way is pro- 
** vided by which we may get rid of 
‘them. Death is that way. We 
** ourfelves prudently choofe a par- 
*‘ tial death, In fome cafes, a 
‘* mangled painful limb, which can- 
** not be .reitored, we willingly cut 
“* off. He who placks cut a tooth 
“* parts with it freely, fince ‘the pain 
goes with it; and he that quits the 
** whole body parts at once with all 
‘ the pains and poflibilities of pains 
‘© and difeafes it was liable to, or ca- 
© pable of making him fuffer. Our 
© friend and we are invited abroad— 
‘on a party of pleafure—that is to 
** Jait for ever—his carriage was firit 
‘* ready, and he is gone before us; 
‘© we could not all conveniently fart 
“* together ; and why fhould you and 
“I be grieved at this, fince we are 
*¢ foon to follow, and know where to 
“find him? Adieu!’ 

By purfuing his profeflion with di- 
ligence and affiduity, Mr. Franklin, 
after the year 1748, was enabled, by 
the fortune which he had acquired, to 
devote more of his time to che ftudy 
of natural philofophy, aad to the fer- 
vice of his country, by taking an ace 
tive part in the government and the 
adminiftration of public attairs.— 
About this period alfo, he began to 
turn his thoughts towards electricity, 
in which he made fome very import- 
ant difcoveries. 

‘The celebrated experiment of Ley- 
den having excited the attention of all 
the literati and phiiofophers in Eu- 
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rope, Mr. Collinfon, a member of the 
Royal Society, fent Mr. Franklin fe- 
veral glafs tubes and other inftruments, 
proper for making elettrical expe- 
riments, and for purfuing his re- 
fearches in that curious part of {ci- 
ence. Thefe he employed with fo 
much fuccefs, that he was at length 
enabled to make thofe difcoveries 
which aftonifhed the world, and 
which alone are fufficient to render 
his name immortal. Two of thofe 
difcoveries feem peculiarly to cha- 
racterize his genius : that of the un- 
equal diftribution of the eleCtric fluid, 
and that of condu€tors, Mr. Grey 
had faid, a little before his death, that 
if fmall objects were to be compared 
with great, he would venture to af- 
firm, that eleétricity and lightning 
were one and the fame thing. The 
more the phenomena of eleétricity 
were multiplied, the more this idea 
appeared to be founded in truth; 
and as it was obferved in Ame- 
rica, that pointed bodies attraét- 
ed the eleétric fluid at a much 
greater diftance than bodies of any 
other figure, our philofopher con- 
cluded, that if the clouds during a 
ftorm are filled with that fluid, any 
metal point prefented to them, in an 
elevated fituation, would be eleétri- 
fied by them, This grand and fublime 
conjeClure was at firft treated as an 
abfurdity by thofe who could not foar 
above the prejudices of the vulgar, 
but it was foon after coment in 
France by Mr. Dalibard, who made 
the experiment on the roth of May, 


#75 

his gentleman caufed an iron tod, 
an inch in diameter, forty feet in 
length, and very fharp at the upper 
extremity, to be ereéted in a garden 
at Marly-la-Ville, fix leagues from 
Paris. It was fupported by large 
poles, difpofed at proper diftances, 
and was infulated by means of filk 
ftrings and a ftocl with glafs feet. 
On the day above mentioned, between 
the hours of two aad three in the af- 
ternoon, after a very loud clap of 
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thunder, the Sieur Coiffier, who was 
left to make obfervations in Mr. Da- 
libard’s abfence, ran to the machine, 
and having prefented to the rod a 
piece of wire fitted to a glafs handle, 
obferved a {mall brilliant {park to pro- 
ceed from it, with a crackling noife, 
and on repeating the experiment, pro- 
duced a fecond, flilltronger than the 
former, and accompanied with a 
louder noife *. 

About a month after this period 
our philofopher verified the fame the- 
ory by means of an ele&tric kite, 
which he raifed when a ftorm of light- 
ning was perceived to be coming on. 
This kite had a pointed wire fixed 
upon it, by which it drew the light- 
ning from the clouds. ‘The lightning 
defcended by a hempen ftring, and 
was received by a key, tied to the ex- 
tremity of it; that part of the ftring 
which was held in the hand being of 
filk, that the ele€tric virtue might ftop 
when it came to the key. ak 
prepared his apparatus, he embrace 
the opportunity of the firft approaching 
thunder ftorm to take a walk into a 
field, in which there was a fhed con- 
venient for his purpofe ; but dreading 
the ridicule which too often attends 
unfuccefsful attempts in fcience, he 
communicated his intention to nobody 
but his fon, who affifted him in raif- 
ing the kite. 

The kite being raifed, a confider- 
able time elapfed before there was any 
appearance of its being ele¢irified ; 
bur juft as he was begianing to defpair 
of his contrivance, he obferved fome 
loofe threads of the hempen ftring to 
ftand ereét, and to avoid each other as 
if they had been fufpended on a com- 
mon conduétor. Struck with this 
promifing appearance, he immedi- 
ately prefented his knuckle to the key, 
and with infinite pleafure perceived a 
very evident eleétric fpark, Others 
fucceeded, even before the ftring was 
wet, and when the rain had moift- 
ened the ftring, he colleéted: eleftric 
fire in great abundance. ‘This hap- 
pened in the month of June, 1752, be- 


* De LtElelr cite des Metcores, par L’ Abbé Bertholon, Tome premier, pag. 12. 
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fore he had heard, according to Dr. 
Prieftley, of any thing of the like kind 
being done in France*. This. curi- 
ous experiment led our philofopher to 
a difcovery of the utmoft importance 
to mankind, but efpecially to the in- 
habitants of feveral parts ‘of North 
America, where thunder ftorms are 
more frequent, and their effeéts in 
that dry air more dreadful than they 
are ever known to be in Europe. The 
difcovery here alluded to, was that 
of fecuring buildings from being 
damaged by lightning. This great 
end our philofopher accomplifhed, by 
only fixing a metalline rod higher than 
any part of the building, and com. 
municating with the ground, or ra- 
ther the nearett water. This rod the 
lightning was fare to fly to fooner than 
to any other object, and by theie 
means its dangerous power was fafely 
conduéted to the earth, and diffipated 
without doing any harm to the edifice. 

On account of thefe and other ufe- 
ful difcoveries in electricity, the Royal 
Society of London, on the joth of 
November, 1753, adjudged Sir God- 
frey Copley’s medal to Mr. Franklin, 
and delivered it, to be tranfmitted to 
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Mr. Collinfon. On this occafion, the 
Earl of Macclesfield, then Prefident, 
made a fpeech, which greatly en- 
hanced the value of the prize, and 
did honour to the judgment, candour 
and impartiality of that learned body. 
“< To be aflured,” faid his Lordthip, 
‘¢ that in conferring this annual prize, 
*‘ conftant regard will be had to the 
“‘advancement of ufeful knowledge 
** and the honour of the fociety ;—1to 
‘hear it declared, that overlooking 
** their own circle, they will always, 
“with the generous fpirit of true phi- 
‘* lofophers, efteem ingenious men of 
“¢ all countries fellow members with 
‘* themfelves of the fame illuftrious 
‘*¢ republic of letters, and that they 
«‘ will accordingly diflinguifh the 
“© moft deferving Tres, Rutulu/ve ;— 
‘« and to fee this verified in the pre- 
*‘ fent inftance, muit excite a lauda- 
‘* ble emulation among learned men, 
* fince in their turns they may hope 
*€ for this honor, without friend, and 
« without folicitation, wherever born, 
“‘ or however difiant their refidence.” 

About the year 1758, Jr. Franklin 
paid another vifitto England; and in 
1759 publifhed an Hiftorical Review 


him, to the care of his worthy friend of the Government of Pennfylvania, 
* The French, however, conteft with Dr. Franklin the honour of this curious dif. 
covery. ‘* The learned,”’ fays the Abbé Bertholon, in his treatife on the Eleéricity 
of Meteors, ‘* haye been for fome time divided refpeéting the inventor of eleéric 
** kites. Some thought at firft that Dr. Franklin had a title to this difcovery, while 
§* others afcribed it to Mr. Romas, to whom we are indebted for feveral excellent 
* memoirs refpeting the electricity of the atmofphere. It appears at prefent, that 
** this important point has been determined in favour of Mr. Romas, as is evident 
$* from what follows: Ina letter which Mr. Romas wrote on the 12th of July, 1752) 
** to the Academy of Sciences at Bourdeaux, he not only fays that he fucceeded in 
** drawing eleétric fire from an infulated iron bar, on the gth of the fame month, but 
s* he mentions alfo the eleétric kite ; befides, the Ictter in which Mr. Watfon an- 
** nounced the experiment made at Philadelphia is dated January the 1gth, 1753. It 
** has indeed been pretended that this experiment was made in the month of June, 
*6 1752, but no proof of this has been brought, though Mr. Romas challenged 
his antagonifts to bring any if they could; and the news of this experiment did not 
* arrive in London till the month of January, 1753. As a farther confirmation in 
§* favour of Mr. Romas, it may be obferved, that this gentleman having written to 
*¢ Dr. Franklin, on the igth of OGober, 1753, and fent him two memotrs, inferted 
“* in the fecond volume of Des Savans Etrangers, the latter, in his reply, dated July 
§* the 4th, 1754, did not difpute the invention of the electric kite, which Mr. Romas 
“claimed. The Academy of Sciences, therefore, after paying the greateft attention 
*¢ to this queftion, declared, on the 4th of February, 1764, that Mr. Romas had an 
*$ idea of the ele€tric kite nearly a year before Franklin made ule of it. 
“* It is exprefsly faid, in the regifters of the Academy, that Mr. Romas had this idea, 
** and had communicated it to feveral perfons almoft a year before Franklin made his 
** experiment with it, and that it did not appear that he had borrowed trom any per- 
** fon his notion of applying it tothe purpofes of cledtricity.”” De L'£leGricité des 
Metepres, par L’ Abbe Eertholon, vol, 1, pages 33 ¢t 34. : 
which 
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which was followed in 1760 by a 
work entitled, The Interefts of Great 
Britain confidered, with regard to her 
Colonies. Both thefe pamphlets dif- 
play depth of judgment, as well as 
accuracy of obfervation, and evidently 
fhew that the author was equally qua- 
lified to fhine as a politician and a phi- 
lofopher. 

In the month of Auguft, 1762, Dr. 
Franklin left England, and arrived at 
Philadelphia in the O¢tober following. 
His ftay in America was, however, 
very fhort, for he came back to 
England in December 1764, and re- 
fided in this country above ten years, 
during which he publithed feveral 
mifcellaneous pieces in the Philofo- 
phical Tranfactions. 

In 1766, when the unfortunate 
ftamp act created fo much difcontent 
and uneafinefs in America, Dr. Frank- 
lin wasexamined, refpecting the repeal 
of it, before the Houfe of Commons. 
The queries put to him, together with 
his anfwers, which were clear and de- 
cifive, were printed in the year 1767, 
under the form of a hhilling pamphlet, 
and may be feen in his Political, Mif- 
cellaneous, and Philofophical pieces, 
page 255. 

Governor Hutchinfon, Lieutenant 
Governor Oliver, Charles Paxton, 
Efq. Nathaniel Rogers, Efq. and Mr. 
G. Roome, having fent from Bofton 
certain reprefentations and informa- 
tions refpecting the difputes between 
Britain and the Colonies, to Thomas 
Whately, Efq. private fecretary to Mr. 
George Grenville, the parent of the 
ftamp att, thefe letters were, by fome 

rivate channel, conveyed back to 
fton. As foon as the Affembly of 
the province of Maflachufets Bay 
faw them, they were fo exafpe- 
rated, that they returned home at- 
tefled copies of them, accompanied 
by a petition and remonftrance for 
the removal of Governor Hutchinfon 
and Lieutenant Governor Oliver from 
their pofts. On the 21ft of Auguft, 
1773, this petition was tranfiniuted 
by Dr. Franklin, agent for the houfe 
of’ reprefentatives, to Lord Dart- 
mouth, who having prefented it to 


the King, his Majefty was pleafed to 
fignify that it fhould be laid before 
him in his privy council. 

Various conjeftures were formed 
refpecting the manner in which thefe 
confidential letters had efcaped from 
among the papers of Mr. Whately, at 
this time deceafed ; and fome cor- 
refpondence on the fubject pafled 
between Mr. Whately’s brother, a 
banker in Lombard-ftreet, and John 
Temple, Efg. Governor of New 
Hamphhire, through the medium of 
the public prints. The one gentle- 
man wifhing to avoid the charge of 
having given them, and the other of 
having taken them, the difpcte at 
length became fo perfonal and pointed, 
that Mr. Temple thought it neceflary 
to call the brother into the field. 
The challenge was gi\en in the morn- 
ing, and the parties met in the after- 
noon in Hyde Park, when the former 
was dangeroufly wounded. Dr. 
Franklin was not then in town, and 
as he could not forefee what was paft, 
he endeavoured to prevent any further 
bad confequences, by the following 
letter, addreffed to the Printer of the 
Public Advertifer, and dated Craven- 
ftreet, December the 25th, 1773 :— 
** Finding that two gentlemen have 
been unfortunately engaged in a duel 
about a tranfaction and its circumftan- 
ces, of which both of them are totally 
ignorant and innocent, I think it in- 
cumbent upon me to declare (for the 
prevention of further mifchief, as far 
as fucha declaration may contribute to 
prevent it) that I alone am the perfon 
who obtained and tranfmitted to 
Bofton the letters in queftion, Mr. 
Whately could not communicate them, 
hecaufe they were never in his pof- 
feffion; and for the fame reafon they 
could not be taken from him by Mr. 
Temple. They were not of the na- 
ture of private letters between friends, 
They were written by public officers 
to perfons in public ftations, on public 
affairs, and in ended toy ro,-ure public 
meafures ; they were therefore handed 
to other public perfons who might be 
influenced by them to produce thofe 
meafurcs, ‘heir tendency was to in- 
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cenfe the mother-couritry againft her 
colonies, and by the fteps recom- 
mended, to widen the breach; which 
they effected. The chief caution ex- 
prefled with regard to privacy was, to 
keep their contents from the colony 
agents; who, the writers apprehended, 
might return them, or copies of them, 
to America. ‘That apprehenfion was 
it feems well founded; for the firft 
agent who laid his hands on them 
thought it his duty to tranfmit them 
to his conftituents.” 

Dr. Franklin’s conduét on this oce 
cafion, whatever his enemies may 
have faid to blacken his character, ‘s 
confiftent with that of a man of ho- 
nour ; fince he gave up his name to 
public f rutiny, in order to prevent 
mifchief to others, and yet did not 
betray his coadjutor to relieve his 
own fame from the fevereft obloquy. 

In confequence of the addrefs pre- 
fented to his MajeRy by Lord Dart- 
mouth, Mr. Mauduit prefented a pe- 
tition to the privy council, humbly 
praying that he might be heard by 
council on behalf of the faid Gover- 
nor and Lieutenant Governor. On 
the sith of January, 1774, Dr. 
Franklin was examined at the council 
chamber, on the fubject of this ad- 
drefs; but asthe Doétor withed alfo 
to have the affiflance of council, the 
affair was put off till Saturday, the 
zgth. The privy council having then 
met, Mr. Dunning and Mr. Lee ap- 
peared as council for the affembly, 
and Mr. Wedderburne, now Lord 
Loughborough, as counfel for the 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 
Mr. Wedderburne was very long in 
his anfwer, which related chiefly to 
the mode of obtaining and fending 
away Mr. Whately’s letters ; and he 
fpoke of Dr. Franklin, who was con- 
fidered as the principal a¢tor in this 
bufinefs, in terms of the groffeft 
abufe. Alluding to the duel beforé 
mentioned, Mr. Wedderburne faid, 
** The letters could not have come to 
‘© Di. Franklin by fair means; the 
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** writers did not give them to him ; 
‘nor yet did the deceafed corref- 
“‘ pondent, who from our intimacy 
«* would otherwife have told me of it. 
‘* Nothing then will acquit Dr. Frank- 
«* jin of the charge of obtaining them 
‘¢ by fraudulent or corrupt means, for 
«‘ the moft malignant of purpofes ; 
*‘unlefs he ftole them from the per- 
‘© fon who ttole them. This argu- 
** ment is irrefragable.—I hope, my 
‘«¢ Lords, you will mark [and brand } 
‘“‘the man, for the honour of this 
* country, of Europe, and of mankind. 
«* Private correfpondence has hi: herto 
* been held facred, in times of ,the 
“* greatelt party rage, not only in po- 
“* litics, but. religion. He has for- 
“© feited all the refpeét of focieties and 
‘©of men, Into what companies will 
«« he hereafter go, with an unembar- 
** raffed face, or the honett intrepidity 
“of virtue. Men will watch him 
“with a jealous eye, and lock .up 
«‘ their efcrutoires. He will hencte 
*« forth efteem it to be called a max 
°© of letters; homo trium Literarum*, 

** But he not only took away the 
‘* letters from one brother, but-kept 
«* himfelf concealed till be nearly oc- 
** cafioned the murder of the other. 
«¢ It isimpoffible to read his account, 
“* expreflive of the cooleit and moft 
*¢ deliberate malice, without horror t+. 
«« Amidtt thefe tragical events, of one 
“* perfon nearly murdered, of another 
** anfwerable for the iflue, of a wore 
«¢ thy Governor hurt in his deareft 
*¢ interefts, the fate of America in 
** fufpenfe, here is a man who, with 
** the utmoit infenfibility of remorfe, 
‘© ftands up and avows himfclié the 
‘‘ author of all. I can compare it 
‘© only to Zanga, in Dr. Young's 
“« Revenge. 

‘* Know, then, ’twas——I; 

“ I forged the letter, I difpofed the 

** picture ; 
“© T hated, I defpifed, and 1 deftroy. 


‘* Takk, my Lords, whether the 
** revengeful temper, attributed by a 
** poetic fiction only to the bloody Atri- 


* Among the Romans, a thief was called homo literatus, and tomo trium fiterarem, 
becaufe the word rur confilts of three letters. 
t Here he read the leiter befcre mentioned, the Dé, being ell the while nrefent. 
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** can is not furpaffed by the coolnefs 
*¢ and apathy of the wily American?” 
This Philippic had a great effec, 
and the committee of the privy coun- 
cil having confidered the petition, 
made a report, in which was expref- 
fed the following opinion :—‘ The 
** lords of the committee do agree 
* humbly to report as their opinion 
to your Majefty, tbat the petition 

is founded upon refolutions formed 
on falfe and erroneous allegations ; 
and is groundlefs, vexatious, and 
fcandalous ; and calculated only for 
the feditions purpofes of keeping 
up a fpirit of clamour and difcon- 
tent in the faid province. And 
the lords of the committee do fur- 
ther humbly report to your Ma- 
jefty, that nothing has been laid 
fore them,*which does or can, 

in their opiaidn, in any manner, 
or in any depres, impeach the ho- 
nour, integrity, or conduct of the 
faid governor, or lieutenant gover- 
nor; and their lordfhips are hum- 
bly of opinion, that the faid peti- 


tion ought to be difmiffed.” On 
the 7th of February, therefore, his 
Majefty, taking the faid report into 
confideration, was pleafed to approve 
of it, and to order that the petition of 
the houfe of reprefentatives of the 


province of Maflachufets Bay, be 
difmiffed the board—as groundlefs, 
vexatious, and fcandalous, and cal- 
culated only for the feditious purpofe 
of keeping up a fpirit of clamour and 
difcontent in the faid province. This 
was a prelude to Dr. Franklin’s dif- 

race; he was difmiffed from the of- 

ce of deputy poft-mafter-general for 
the colonies, which he had enjoyed 
for fome time, and Mr. Wedderburne 
feemed in the high road for every 
kind of advancement. This gentle- 
man’s conduét, however, was fo ob- 
noxious to the #\mericans, that when 
they learned in what manner he had 
abufed and infulted their agent, his 
effigies, together with that of go- 
vernor Hutchinfon, were put in a 
cart, and conduéted through the ftreets 
of Philadelphia. On the breait of 
each a label was fixed, containing an 


infcription, couched in very rancorous 
and fcurrilous terms, and aftér being 
expofed for feverai hours, they were 
hung, and burnt in the evening, amidft 
a vait concourfe of people, who tefti- 
fied their refentment againft the origi- 
nals, with the loudeft acclamations. 

Previous to this period, Dr. Frank- 
lin had ufed his utmoft endeavours to 
prevent a breach between Great Bri- 
tain and America, and it is, perhaps, 
much to be lamented, that his coun- 
fels and advice were either difregarded 
or treated with contempt. Even in 
the end of the year 1774, he féems to 
have heen defirous, notwithftandin 
the ill ufage he had met with, of doing 
every thing in his power to accom» 
modate matters in an amicable man+ 
ner. Some time previous to his de- 
parture, an intimate friend of Dr, 
Fothergill, being in company with a 
nobleman of great political’ experi- 
énce, the converfation turned on the 
critical fituation of the American co- 
lonies, and the latter preffed this gen- 
tleman to attempt a compromife with 
Dr. Franklin, before he quitted Eng- 
land. From a cordial wifh to pro- 
mote a permanent reconciliation be- 
tween the two countries, the gentle- 
man readily undertook the bufinefs, 
and accordingly applied to Dr. Fo- 
thergill, who heartily united in the 
caufe. They therefore mutually in- 
vited Dr, Franklin toa conference the 
fame evening, and, after much difcuf. 
fion, it was agreed that they fhould 
meet again the next evening, when 
Dr. Franklin was to commit to paper 
fuch a conciliatory plan as he con- 
ceived America had a right to exe 
pect, and the other two were then to 
objeét to fuch claims as they might 
judge Great Britain ought not to 
grant. 

Onthe appointed evening Dr.Frank- 
lin produced a paper, containing fe- 
venteen articles, fome of which being 
objeéted to by Dr. Fothergill and his 
colleague, were given up by Dr. 
Franklin, and fuffered to be expunged. 
In this ftate a copy was taken, and im- 
parted for negociation. ‘The anfwer 
was, that the propofitions were fuch 
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as appeared to demand too much, held in France, and the reputation he 
and, in confequence, feveral attempts had acquired there by his difcoveries, 
were made to reconcile the fubjects of he was difpatched thither for the pur- 
contention ; but as the twelfth article, pofe of putting the laft hand to 
that * the late Maffachufets and Que- the negociation which Mr. Dean had 
** bec acts fhould be repealed, anda been carrying on, but in a very pri- 
‘* free government granted to Cana- vate manner. Though now entered 
‘¢ da,” was infifted onby Dr, Franklin, on his feventieth year, Dr. Franklin 
though many of the others were ac- accepted this delicate and important 
es to, the negociation was broken commiffion, and arriving at Paris on 
off, and nothing farther attempted.* the 16th of December, foon after took 
From this time he entertained fo ar- the houfe which had been occupied by 
dent a refentment againft the conduct Lord Stormont. ‘ Never,” fays a 
of England, that neither politenefs French writer,t ‘ did I fee a 
nor moderation could prevent him “ man fo pleafed and fo happy as 
from giving vent, in mixed compa- ‘ Dr. Franklin was on the day when 
nies, to the moft bitter farcafmsagainft ‘‘ Lord Stormont, the Englifh Am- 
her meafures ; and, indeed, it is but ‘ baffador, quitted Paris, on account 
doing him juftice to fay, that he fore- «* of our rupture with that court. 
told all the fubfequent calamities with ‘* We dined together, and the Doétor, 
an almoft prophetic fagacity. ; ‘© who was generally very grave and 
In the year 1775, Dr. Franklin, af- “* compofed, upon this occafion ap- 
ter in vain attempting to bring mat- ‘ peared to be quite another perfon.”” 
ters into a train for fettling the dif- In February, 1777, Dr. Franklin re- 
putes between Great Britain and her ceived a regular appointment of ple- 
colonies, embarked in the Pennfylva- nipotentiary from the Cangrefs to the 
nia packet, and returned to Philadel- Court of France, and in 1783, had 
phia. The general aflembly was fit- the pleafure of figning a treaty of 
ting when his arrival was announced, peace with the Englifh commiffioners, 
and his confent being previoufly afked and of feeing his country, after a long 
and obtained, he was chofen one of and tedious itruggle, declared free and 
their delegates to the continental con- independent. ‘To commemorate this 
grefs, and took his feat accordingly. happy event, the Dotor caufed a me- 
The principal outlines of the Ame- dal to be ftruck, on one fide of which 
rican war are {till frefh in the memory is reprefented Hercules in his cradle, 
of every one. On the 4th of July, ttrangling two ferpents, while a leo- 
1776, America declared herfelf inde- pard, that feems amazed at his ftrength, 
pendent, and Mr. Silas Dean was com- and ready to fall upon him, is repulfed 
miffioned tonegociate a treaty at Paris, by France, under the figure of Mi- 
and to endeavour to engage the French netva, who turns towards him her 
to afford her fupport in her difpute fhield, in which there are three fleurs 
with the mother country. In theau- de /is. Atthe bottom, are the years 
tumn of the fame year, Dr. Franklin 1777 and 1781, the epochs of the 
was fent by congrefs to Canada, to capitulations of the armies of Bur- 
prevail, if poffible, on the inhabitants goyne and Cornwallis, reprefented by 
to join in the common caufe, andto the two ferpents; on the other fide, 
unite with the reft of the provincesin is Liberty, emblematically pourtrayed 
fhaking off the Britith yoke. Having by a fine woman; and on the exergue, 
failed in this bufinefs, the doétor re- Libertas Americana. 
turned to Philadelphia, and as congrefs Dr. Franklin had for many years 
well knew the efteem in which he was enjoyed a good ftate of health, though 


* Life of Dr. Fothergill, by Dr. Lettfom. 
. + in Le Roy, in his account of Franklin at the end of his eloge, by the Abbe 
auchet. 
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often troubled with periodical fits of 
the gout. In 1782 this diforder be- 
came extremely violent, accompanied 
by a very painful nephritic cholic, and 
-it appears, that this was the origin of 
the ftone, with which he was after- 
wards attacked. Finding his mala- 
dies encreafe, and having now ac- 
complifhed the higheft object of his 
ambition, he longed to revifit that 
country which he had been fo inftru- 
mental in rendering free. He foli- 
cited Congrefs therefore for leave to 
return, and Mr. Jefferfon being ap- 
pointed in his ftead, when that gen- 
tleman arrived, he embarked at Havre, 
on the 24th of July, 1785, landed the 
fame day at Southampton, and aftera 
flight refrefhment, proceeded toCowes, 
where a vefiel was ready to convey 
him to Philadelphia.* | When he ar- 
rived there, which was on the 15th 
of September, he was received with 
tears of joy, and accompanied to his 
houfe by the members of the Con- 
grefs, amidft the acclamations of ci- 
tizens of all ranks. A gentleman, 
who was prefent, fays, he never faw 
fo affeting afcene. All the people 
fhouted out ‘* Liberty!” He was ad- 
dreffed by the general affembly then 
fitting, and afterwards by all orders of 
men in Philadelphia, who congratu- 
lated him on his return, and _ teftified 
their approbation of his conduét by 
every mark of attention and refpect. 
For two years following, after his 
return, Dr. Franklin was appointed 
prefident of the aflembly of Philadel- 
hia ; but his great age and increafing 
infirmities not permitting him to ap- 
ply to public bufinefs, he requefted 
and obtained leave to retire, that he 
might {pend the remainder of his days 
in philofophical eafe and tranquility. 
The ftone, with which he had been for 
fome time afflicted, foon after this pe- 
riod confined him almoft continually 
to his bed; and during the painful 
paroxy{ms of that cruel diforder, he 
was obliged to {wallow laudanum to 


* Dr. Franklin feems to have left no part of his time unemployed;during his paflage | 
he wrote a long letter to a gentleman in France, refpeéting different improvements in 7 
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mitigate his tortures. In his moments 
of relief, however, he not only ftill 
amufed himfelf with reading and con- 
verfing cheerfully with his family and 
a few friends who vifited him, but he 
was often employed in tranfa@ting bu- 
finefs of a public, as well as a private 
nature, Onevery occafion he difplayed 
the utmoft readinefs and difpofition to 
do good, and while he gave the clear- 
eft and fulleft evidence of his being 
in pofleffion of all his mental facul- 
ties, he not unfrequently amufed thofe 
around him, by indulging in little 
fallies of pleafantry, and by relating 
entertaining anecdotes, About ‘fix- 
teen days before his death, he was 
feized with a feverifh indifpofition, 
without any particular fymptoms at- 
tending it, till the third or fourth 
day, when he complained of a pain 
in his left breaft, which increafed till 
it became extremely acute, with a 
cough and laborious breathing. Dur- 
ing this ftate, when the feverity of 
his pain fometimes drew forth a groan 
of complaint, he would obferve, that 
he was afraid that he did not bear his 
afflictions as he ought; he acknow- 
ledged his grateful fenfe of the many 
bleffings he had received from the Su- 
preme Being, who had raifed him 
from a low beginning to fuch high 
rank and confideration among men, 
and made nodoubt that what the fuf- 
fered was kindly intended, to wean 
him from a world in which he was no 
longer fit to act the part cp ote him. 
In this frame of body and mind he 
continued till within five days of his 
































death, when his pain and difficulty of © 


breathing entirely left him, and his 
family were flattering themfelves with 
the hopes of his recovery, but an im- 
pofthume, which had formed itfelf in 


his lungs, fuddenly burft, and dif- © 
charged a great quantity of matter. 7 


This he continued to throw up while 7 


he had ftrength to do it, but as that 
failed, the organs of refpiration be- 
came gradually oppreffed, a calm le, 


the conftru€tien of fhips, which abounds with excelleat hints and ideas, 


thargic 
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thargio ftate fuceeeded, and on the 
17th of April, 1790, about eleven 
o'clock at night, he expired, in the 
eighty-fifth year of his age, thus 
clofing a life {pent in long and ufeful 
labours. 

Three days before this event, he 
begged that his bed might be made, 
that he might die in a decent manner. 
His daughter told him that the hoped 
he would recover, and live many years 
longer, but he replied, ‘* I hope not.” 
His iffue are one fon, Governor Wil- 
liam Franklin, who was a zealous 
loyalift during the late revolution in 
America, and now refides in London, 
and a daughter, married, as before 
mentioned, to Mr. Richard Bache, a 
merchant of Philadelphia. To the 
two latter he bequeathed the chief 
part of his eftate, during their refpec- 
tive lives, and afterwards to be di- 
vided equally among their children. 
To his grandfon, William Temple 
Franklin, Efq. he left a grant of fome 
lands in the ftate of Georgia, the 
greater part of his library, and all his 
apers, befides fomething additional 
in cafe of his marriage. He made 
alfo various bequefts and donations to 
cities, public bodies, and individuals, 
and requefted that the following epi- 
taph, which he compofed for himfelf 
fome years ago, fhould be infcribed 
on his tomb-{tone : 


THE BODY 
OF 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, PRINTER, 
LIKE THE COVER OF AN OLD BOOK, 
ITS CONTENTS TORN OUT, 
AND STRIPT OF ITS LETTERING 
AND GILDING, 

LIES HERE, FOOD FOR WORMS}; 
YET THE WORK ITSELF SHALL NOT 
BE LOST, 

FOR IT WILL, AS HE BELIEVED, 
APPEAR ONCE MORE, 

IN A NEW 
AND MORE BEAUTIFUL EDITION, 
CORRECTED AND AMENDED 

: BY 
THE AUTHOR *, 
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Philadelphia never difplayed a fcene 
of greater grandeur than was exhi- 
bited at the funeral of this great man. 
His remains were interred on the 21/t, 
and the concourfe of people affembled 
was immenfe; the body was attended 
to the grave by thirty clergymen, and 
perfons of all ranks and profeffions, 
arranged in the greateft order ; all the 
bells in the city were tolled, muffled, 
and their mournful found was accom- 
pened by a difcharge of artillery. 

othing was omitted that could fhew 
the refpeét and veneration of his fel- 
low citizens for fo’ venerable and ex- 
alted a character. The Congrefs, 
on this occafion, ordered a general 
mourning for one month throughout 
the whole of the United States; and 
the National Aflembly of France de- 
creed alfo a general mourning of three 
days. ‘* The auguit fpectacle of the 
** firft free people on earth in mourn- 
* ing for the father of the liberty of 
** two worlds,” fays a gentleman, in 
a letter, dated Paris, June the 14th, 
‘* added a peculiar intereft and folem- 
** nity to the feffion of this day. So 
«* memorable a victory of philofophy 
“‘ over prejudice, is not recorded in 
‘* the annals of the human race.” 

Various and refpettable teftimo- 
monies have been given of Franklin’s 
merit, and fome of them conceived 
in the higheft ftrain of panegyric. In 
the year 1777, Lord Chatham, ina 
remarkable {peech, adverted to his 
diffuafive arguments againft the Ame- 
rican war, and the fagacious advice 
he gave Great Britain refpecting the 
manner in which fhe ought to behave 
towards her difaffeéted colonies. The 
year following Dr. Franklin received 
a very flattering compliment from 
Voltaire, who had a very great defire 
te fee and to know the American 
Newton. ‘This celebrated writer be- 
ing introduced to him, converfed 
with him fome time in Englifh, till 
his niece, Madame Denis, interrupted 
him, by faying that Dr, Franklin un- 
derftood French, and that the reit of 


* This epitaph, as is faid, fir appeared ‘ina Bofton news-paper, eftablifhed and 


rinted by Dr. Franklin. 
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the company wifhed to learn the 
fubjeét of their difcourfe, << Ex- 
«© cufe me, my dear,” replied the 
bard, ‘“*I have the vanity to fhew 
*¢ that I am not unacquainted with the 
“¢ language of a Franklin.”* On his 
reception into the French academy, 
D’ Alembert welcomed him with that 
well known line, which revived all 


the boldnefs and fublimity of Lucan. 


Eripuit-czlo fulmen, fceptrumque ty- 
rannis, t 


And Dubourg, the firft Frenchman 
who openly efpoufed the caufe of A- 
merica, infcribed under a head of 
him the following lines : 


Tl a ravi le few des cieux 3 
I] fait fleurir les arts en des climats fau- 
vages ; 
L’ Amerique le place a la téte des fages ; 
La Gréce l’auroit mis au nombre de 
fes dicux*. 


The memories of old people are 
fuppofed not to be retentive. To this 
rule Franklin was an exception, for 
he acquired the French language after 
feventy, and {poke it fluently, and 
even {cientifically, In his French 
embafly, he became the fox, and the 
fafhionable topic of modifh conver- 
fation. ‘The ladies, for whom. he 
was always a warm advocate, had hats 
@ la-Franklin; and crouds of belles 
and beaux often fluttered after him in 
the garden of the Thuilleries. 

His coaverfation was rendered valu- 
able not only by alove of truth, but by 
a precifion and accuracy of definition 
which made him always intelligible, 
even to the unlearned ; and which he 
had acquired from mathematical ftudy. 
Speaking of the late Count de Ver- 
gennes, the French minifter, and 


having accidentally faid, that he was 
a manofhonour, he immediately ad- 
ded, **I call him a man of honour 
becaufe he never made me a pro- 
mife, nor even gave mea hope that 
he did not amply fulfil. In fociety he 
was fententious, but not fluent; a lift- 
ner rather than a talker ; an informing 
rather than a pleafant companion. He 
was impatient of interruption, and he 
often mentioned the cuftom of the Ine 
dians, who always remain filent fome 
time before they give an anfwer to 
a queftion which they have heard at- 
tentively ; unlike fome of the politer 
focieties in Enrope, where a fentence 
can fearcely be finifhed by one par- 
ty before another begins to reply, 
Dr. Franklin’s merit as a philofo- 
pher is univerfully acknowledged, and 
fcience will hereafter record his name 
in the trueit regifters of fame, which, 
however unjuit it may be to the 
living, from caprice, the malevolence 
of party, or the adulations of fervility, 
isever juit to thedead. The princi- 
ples and properties of electricity were 
little known in the Jaft age, and the 
electric fluid is but barely mentioned 
at the end of Newton’s optics. It was 
referved to Franklin to inveftigate the 
nature of this fubtle agent, the caufe 
of fo many wonderful phenomena ; 
and of the fcience of eleétricity he 
may be confidered as the father. By 
uniting theory with prattice he was 
enabled to make very important dif- 
coveries, independent of thofe in Eu- 
rope, of which his three firft publica- 
tions, entitled . New Experiments and 
Ob fervations on Ele@ricity made at Phi- 
ladelphia, in America,communicated in 
feveral letters to Peter Collinfon, Efq. 
F. R. S. the firft of which is dated 
July the 28th, 1747, and the laft, 
April 18th, 1754, are a convincing 


* We thalltake this opportunity’of relating a fhort anecdote refpe&ting Dr. Franklin, 


which might have appeared perhaps with more propriety in another place. 


During 


the time he was at Paris, the Pennfylvania ftoves, invented by him, became very 
fafhionable, but one of the French minifters being afked whether he would have ene, 
replied, ** By no means—Lord Stormont then will never warm himfelf at my fire,’’ 
+ He {natched fire from Heaven, and the fceptre from tyrants, 
{ He difarmed Heaven of its thunder; he caufed the arts to flourifh in the moft 
unfavourable climes; America places him at the head of her fages; had he lived in 
Greece, he would have beenranked amongf the number of her gods, 
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proof. * Nothing,” fays Dr. Prieft- 
ley, ¢ was ever written on the fubject 
«of electricity which was more ge- 
*¢ nerally read and admired in all 
«« parts of Europe than thefe letters. 
*¢ There is hardly an European lan- 
«* guage into which they have not 
“* been tranflated; and as if this 
“© were not fufficient to make them 
** properly known, a tranflation of 
“* them has been lately made into 
“Latin. It is not eafy to fay, 
«‘ whether we are moft pleafed 
«« with the fimplicity and perfpicuity 
‘© with which thefe letters are written, 
«© the modefty with which the author 
“* propofes every hypothefis but his 
*< own, or the noble franknefs with 
** which he relates his miftakes when 
«* they were corrected by fubfequent 
*« experiments. 

« Though the Englifh have not 
‘© been backward. in acknowledging 
** the great merit of this philofopher, 
*< he has had the fingular good fortune 
** to be perhaps even more celebrated 
** abroad than at home; fo that to 
** form a juft idea of the great and de- 
“¢ ferved reputation of Dr, Franklin, 
‘© we muft read the foreign publica- 
** tions on the fubje& of electricity ; 
** in many of which the terms Frank- 
‘* linifm, Franklinift, and the Frankli- 
** nian Syftem occur in almoft every 
“* page. In confequence of this, 
“« Dr. Franklin’s principles bid fair 
** to be handed down to pofteri- 
** ty, as equally expreffive of the 
“true principles of eleétricity as 
** the Newtonian philofophy is of 
“ the true fyftem of nature in gene- 
*¢ ral.” The invention of conduétors, 
which was entirely Dr. Franklin’s, 
will be remembered with gratitude 
while the fafety of mankind is an ob- 
ject of importance ; and he appears, 
notwithftanding the claims of fome 
philofophers to have been the firft per- 
fon who ventured to raife an elec- 
trical kite in the heavens ; for we find 
in the Philofophical Tranfactions a 
paper of his on that fubject, dated Oc- 
tober ft, 1752. 
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Dr. Franklin’s powers+of mind 
were not only ftrong but various, and 
his obfervations were not confined to 
this fcience alone: there were few 
fubjets of common utility upon 
which he did not comment, and he 
turned his thoughts to none which 
he did not improve and _illuftrate. 
Thofe who with to be convinced of 
the truth of this affertion, need only 
perufe his Obfervations concerning 
the Increafe of Mankind, peopling ot 
Countries, &c. his Way to Wealth; 
his Thoughts on the Price of Corn, 
and the Management of the Poor: 
his Advice to Servants, to Tradef- 
men, and to Séttlers in America; 
his Treatife on the Cure of Smoaky 
Chimnies; his Rules for Clubs and 
for Converfation; his Maxims to 
convert a great into a {mall empire, 
written with all the fatirical fpirit of 
Swift; his Letter on fundry Mari- 
time Obfervations, written during 
his laft paflage to Philadelphia, and 
addrefled to Mr, Alphonfus le Roy, 
at Paris, author of a treatife on the 
Navigation of the Ancients; his Re- 
marks concerning the Savages of 
America; and his Letter on the 
Crimjnal Laws, and the Praétice of 
Privateering; all of which may be 
found among hés mifcellanies that 
have been publifhed. In thort, to be 
generally ufeful, that he might be uni- 
verfally celebrated, feemed to be his 
ruling principle. 

If we may judge from many parts 
of Dr. Franklin’s writings, his charac- 
ter in: private life muft have been 
marked with all thcfe finer feelings 
which are calculated to render man- 
kind in general, and particularly ones 
friends and dependants happy. Upon 
every occafion he feems to have ex- 
erted himfelf to promote virtue, tole- 
ration, and liberality of fentiment ; 
to excite a fpirit of diligence and in- 
duftry among his countrymen; to im- 
prove literature and fcience, and to 
advance the interefts of humanity and 
univerfal benevolence. In a plan 
drawn up by him and Mr, Dalrymple 


* See Prichley’s Hiflory of Eledricity, page 152. 
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for fubfevibing towards a voyage to 
civilize the inhabitants of New Zea- 
Jand, * which had been difcovered by 
Captain Cook toconfift of two iflands 
as large, taken together, as Great 
Britain, the Doétor, among other 
things, fays: ‘* Many voyages have 


se 


been undertaken with views of pro- 
fit or plunder, or to gratify refent- 
ment; to procure fome advantage 
to ourfelves, or to do fome mif- 
chief to others: but a voyage is 
now propofed to vifit a diftant 
people on the other fide of the 
lobe; not to rob them, not to 
eize their lands, or enflave their 
perfons ; but merely to do them 
good, and make them, as far as in 
our power lies, to live as comfort- 
ably as ourfelves,”’ 
** It feems a laudable with that all 
the nations of the earth were con- 
nected by aknowledge of each other, 
and a mutual exchange of benefits : 
but a commercial nation particu- 
larly, fhould with for a general ci- 
vilization of mankind, fince trade 
is always carried on to much great- 
er extent with people who have the 
arts and conveniences of life, than 
it can be with naked favages, We 
may therefore hope in this under- 
taking, to be of fome fervice to 
our country as well as to thofe poor 
people who, however diftant from 
us, are in truth related to us, and 
whofe interefts do in fome de- 
gree concern every one who can 
fay Homo fum, nil humani a me ali- 
enum puto.” 
Thefe reflections certainly breathe 


the true fpirit of that philofophical 
philanthropy which foaring to the ut- 
moft verge of the earth’s boundaries, 
feels an intereft in the fate of all man- 
kind, wherever difperfed by the will 
of Heaven. His ideas too of the flave 
trade are a farther confirmation of the 
benevolence of his difpofition. ‘* Na- 


ec 


vigation, ” obferves our Philofo- 


pher, ** when employed in fupplying 


«¢ 


‘¢ 


7 


‘ 





neceflary provifioms for a country 
in want, and thereby preventing 
famings, which were more frequent 
and de(truétive before the invention 


4 


4 


of that art, is undoubtedly ablef. — 


fing to mankind. When employ. 
ed merely in tranfporting fuperflui- 
ties, it is a queftion whether. the 
advantage of the employment it 
affords isequal to the nifchief of 
hazarding fo many lives on the 
ocean; but when employed in pil- 
laging merchants, and tranfporting 
flaves, it is clearly the means cf 
augmenting the mafs of human mi- 
fery. It is amazing to think of the 
fhips and lives rifked in fetch- 
ing tea from China, coffee from 
Arabia, fagar and tobacco from 
America, all which our anceftors 
did well without. Sugar employs 
near one thoufand fhips, tobacco 


almoft as many. For the utility of © 


tobacco there is little to be faid; 
and for that of fugar, how much 


morecommendable would it beif we © 


could give up the few minutes gra- 
tification afforded once or twice a 
day by the tafte of fugar in our tea, 


rather than encourage the cruelties © 
exercifed in producing it. An emi- © 


nent French moralift fays, that © 


when he confiders the wars we ex- 
citein Africa to obtain flaves, the 


numbers neceflarily flain in thofe ~ 
wars, the many prifoners who pe- © 
rifh at fea by ficknefs, bad provi- © 


fions, foul air, &c. &c. in the | 


tranfportation, and how many af- | 
terwards die from the hardfhips of © 


flavery, he cannotlook on a pieceof 
fugar without-conceiving it ftained 
with fpots of haman blood! Had 
he added the confideration of the 
wars we make to take and retake 
the fugar iflands from one another, 


and the fleets and armies that perifh 


in thofe expeditions, he might have 


feen hisfugarnot merely fpotted, but — 


thoroughly dyed fcarlet in grain. It ~ 


is thefe wars that make the marie 


* Dated Auguft sgth, 1771. See his Pobitteal, Mifcellancous, and Philofophical 
Pieces, page 40. 
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‘© time powers of mane the inhabi- 
«© tants of London and Paris, pay dear- 
«er forfugar than thofe of Vienna, a 
« thonfa 
«¢ their fugar colts not only the price 
«¢ they pay for it by the pound, bur all 
«* they pay in taxes to maintain the 
& fleets and armies that fight for. it.’* 

If Dr, Franklin’s faine is celebrated, 
and his name revered .in America, 
they are no lefs fo jn France, which 


is perhaps in a great meafure in- 


debted to him for the liberty the has 
acquired by the late revolution.— 
«* Thou venerable fage!’’ fays the 
Abbe Fauchet,t ‘* thou auguift philo- 
** fopher! thou great caufe of the 
*< happinefs of thy country! thou 
‘6 promoter of the French liberty! 
«thou prophet who hait foretold 
«¢ that unanimity which fhall bind 
** allthe people of the earth, by 
* what pleafure and fatisfaction hath 
«« thy career been clofed! From thy 


miles from the fea, becaufe ‘ 


14 


‘* happy afylum, furrounded by thy 

‘** brethren, who in peace enjoyed 
the fruits of thy virtues, and of 
the fuccefs of thy genius, thou haft 
rejoiced in the deliverance of man- 
kind. With thy laft looks thou 
haft beheld America. ig ieanes, 
around thee, France free beyon 
the ocean, and ia a futurity not 
far diftant, the univerfal hap- 
pinefs of the world, The united 
ftates,.all thy children, bewail thee 
as the father of their republic. The 
French, thy family. by adoption, 
honour thee as the reformer of their 
laws, and mankind, thy grand fa- 
mily, will revere thee as the uni- 
verfal patriarch, who haft formed 
an alliance between nature and 
fociety. ‘The remembrance of thee 
belongs to all ages; thy memory 
to all nations; and thy glory to 
eternity.” 


DESCRIPTION or a HIGHLAND VILLAGE, 


WITH A BEAUTIFUL VIEW. 


HIGHLAND village confitts 

generally of three, four, or 
more huts, or houfes, built of earth 
or loofe ftones, They are covered 
with thin turf, cut from the furface 
of the ground, over which is placed a 
layer of ftraw or heath, faftened down 
with ftraw ropes, worked together 
in the form of a net, to prevent the 
wind from carrying it away. This 
fecond covering: is intended to keep 
off the rain, which would otherwife 
‘foak through the turf, and when pro- 
perly arranged, it anfwers the pur- 
pofe tolerably well. Thefe buts for 
the moft part confit of two apart- 


ments, one to fit, and the other to 
fleep in. They are feparated bya 
partition of wicker-work, plaftered 
over with clay, and in each there is a 
{mall aperture for the admiffion of . 
the light, which is made fo as tobe 
fhut by a piece of board that moves 
on leather hinges; the floor is com- 
pofed of earth, and a hole in the roof: 
in one end, in which is placed a {quare; 
funnel of wood or wicker-work,. 
daubed over with clay, gives vent: 
to the fmoke, which is oftimes fo 
troublefome, that it renders them al- 
moft uninhabitable, 

Near each hut is a fmaller one for 


* Seethe conclufionof a Letter from Dr. Franklin to Mr. Alphonfus le Roy, Mem- 
ber of feveral Academies at Paris, This Letter was written when he was on his laf 


paffage to America. 


+ See Eloge civigue de Benjamin Franklin prononce, 21 le Fuillet 1790 dans le rotonde 


au nom de la commune de Paris par M. L' Abbé Fauchet em prefence de 
Paris, 1790 


de l’affemble nationale, &c, Ec. 


M. M. des Depates 


f An account of Dr, Franklio’s works, with fome more anecdotes of him, will 


be given in our wears | 


the 
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the cow, if the-family keep one, and 
another for fheep, if their circum- 
ftances enable them to poffefs fuch 


riches. 


The garden, which is ufually 


fituated behind the hut, is ftocked 
with cabbages and potatoes, the prin- 


cipal part of their food. 


A fpring 


in the neighbourhood fupplies them 
with water; and their fuel, which 
confifts of peat and turf, or the roots 
and branches of trees is piled up in 
fome convenient fpot not far dittant. 


Thefe huts are not all built exa€ly 


in the fame manner, as may be feen 


by 
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Dr. Johnfon’s defcription, which 
fomewhat different :—‘* A High- 
land hut,” fays he, ** is conftruét- 
ed with loofe ftones, ranged for 
the moft part with fome tendency 
to'circularity. It muft be placed 
where the wind cannot a& upon 
it with violence, becaufe it has no 
cement ; and where the water will 
run eafily away; becaufe it has no 
floor but the naked ground. ‘The 
wall, which is commonly about 
fix feet high, declines from the per- 
pendicular a little inward. Such 
rafters as can be procured are then 
aifed for a roof, and covered with 
heath, which makes a ftrong and 
warm thatch, kept from flying off 
by ropes of twifted heath, of which 
the ends, reaching from the centr 

of the thatch to the top of the 
wall, are held firm by the weiglit 
of alarge ftone. No light is ad- 
mitted but at the entrance, and 
through a hole in the thatch, which 
gives vent to the fmoke. ‘This 
hole is not direétly over the fire, 
left the rain fhould extinguith it; 
and the fmoke therefore naturally 
fills the place before it efcapes, 
Such is the general ftructure of the 
houfes, in which one of the na- 
tions of this opulent and powerful 
ifland has been hitherto content to 
live. Huts, however, are not 
more uniform than palaces; and 
by the water fide from the 
road near Loch-Nefs, we efpied a 





Defcription of an Ifand Village. 





cottage, which was very far from 
being one of the meaneft, and as our | 


bufinefs was life and manners, we 
were willing to vifit it. To enter 
a habitation without leave feems 
not to be confidered here as rude. 
nefs or intrufion. The old laws 
of hofpitality ftill give this licence 
to ftrangers, When we entered, 
we found an old woman boilin 
goat’s flefh in a kettle. She {poke 
little Englifh, but we had inter. 
preters at hand; and fhe was wil- 
ling enough to difplay her whole 
fyftem of economy. She had 
five children, of which none were 
yet gone from her. The eldeft, a 
boy of thirteen, and her hufband, 
who is eighty years old, were at 
work in the wood. Her two next 
fons were gone to Invernefs to buy 
meal, by which oatmea is always 
meant. Meal fhe confidered as exe 
penfive food, and told us that in 
{pring, when the goats gave milk, 
the children could live with- 
outit. She was miftrefs of fixty 
goats, and there were many kids 
in an inclofure at the end of her 
houfe ; fhe had alfo fome poultry. 
By the lake we faw a potatoe gar. 
den, and afmall fpot of ground, 
in which ftood four fhocks, con- 
taining each twelve fheaves of 


barley ; fhe had all this from the © 


labour of her own hands, and for 
what was neceflary to be bought, 


her kids and her poultry were fent @ 
With the true paftoral § 


to market. 
hofpitality, fhe aiked us to fit 
down and drink whifky. She was 
religious, and though the kirk was 


four miles off, probably eight Eng- s 
‘ lifh miles, fhe went thither every 
We gave her a hhilling, § 


Sunday. 
and fhe begged fnuff; for {nuff is 
the luxury of a Highland cot- 
tage,” 

re . . . 

The view given in the annexed 


plate reprefents a Highland village, 
on the Duke of Gordon’s eftate in 


the neighbourhood of Aviemore. 
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EXPERIMENTS arp OBSERVATIONS on ELECTRICITY, 


BY MRe Ww. 


NICHOLSON, 


[Continued from Page 415, Vol. V.} 


z5- Q°OME of the luminous ap- 
S pearances, with balls in ¢ 
pofitive ftate, have been flightly no- 
ticed as criterions of intenfity. I 
fhall here add, that the efcape of ne- 

ive eleétricity from a ball is at- 
tended with the appearance of ftrait 
fharp fparks, with a hoarfe or chirp- 
ing noife. When the ball was lefs 
than two inches in diameter, it was 
ufually covered with fhort flames of 
this kind, which were very nume- 
rous. 

26, When two equal balls were pre- 
fented to each other, and one of them 
was rendered ftrongly pofitive, while 
the other rémained in conneétion with 
the earth, the pofitive brufh, or ra- 
mified fpark, was feen to pafs from 
the elettrified ball: when the other 
ball was elettrified negatively, and 
the ball, which before had been po- 
fitive, was conneéted with the ground, 
the electricity (paffing the fame way 
according to Franx.itn) exhibited 
the negative flame, or denfe ftraight 
and more luminous fpark, from the 
negative ball ; and when the one ball 
was electrified p/us and the other minus, 
the figns of both eleétricities ap- 


27. In drawing the long {park from 
a ball of four inches diameter, I found 
it of fome confequence that the ftem 
fhould not be too fhort, becaufe the 
vicinity of the large prime conductor 
altered the difpofition of the elettri- 
city to efcape; I therefore made a 
fet of experiments, the refult of which 
thewed, that the difpofition of balls 
to receive or emit electricity is great- 
eft when they ftand remote r Hot other 
furfaces in the fame ftate ; and that 


between this greateft difpofition in 
any ball, whatever = its di- 
ameter, every poffible lefs degree may 
be obtained by withdrawing the ball 

convex 


towards the broader or 
¥ .ViL 


furface out of which its ftem projects, 
until at length the ball, being wholly 
deprefled beneath that furface, lofes 
the difpofition entirely. From thefe 
experiments it follows, that a variety 
of balls is unneceflary in electricity 5 
becaufe any fmall bed, if near the 
prime conductor, will be equivaleng 
to a larger ball whofe ftem is longer. 

28. Seon comparing fome experi- 
ments, made by myfelf many years 
ago, with the prefent fet, I confidered 
a point as a ball of an indefinitely 
{mall diameter, and conftruéted an in- 
ftrument confifting of a brafs ball of 
fix inches diameter, through the axis 
of which a fem, carrying a fine 
point, was fcrewed. When this 
ftem is fixed in the prime conduétor, 
if the ball be moved on its axis in 
either direétion, it caufes the fine 
point either to protrude through a 
{mall hole in its external furface, of 
to withdraw itfelf; becaufe by this 
means the ball runs along the ftem. 
The difpofition of the point to tranf- 
mit eleétricity may thus be made 
equal to that of any ball whatever, 
from the minuteft fize to the diameter 
of fix inches. 

29. The action of pointed bodies 
has been a fubject of difcuffion ever 
fince it was firft difcovered, and is 
not yet well explained. To thofe 
who afcribe this effeét to the figure 
of electric atmofpheres, and their dif- 
pofition to fly off, it may be anfwer- 
ed, that they ought firft to prove their 
exiftence, and then fhew why the 
caufe which accumulated them does 
not prevent their efcape ; not tomen- 
tion the difficulty of explaining the 
nature of negative atmofpheres. If 
thefe be fuppofed to confift of elec- 
trified air, it will not grey 
why acurrent of air pafling near a 
prime condutor does not deftroy 


ts effets. The opini 
i irae ~ 
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by the celebrated Vora and others, 
that a point isthe coating to an infi- 
c-mitely fmail plate of air, does not ap- 

pear bétter founded ; for fuch a plate 
‘thaft be“ broken through at a greater 
- difance only becaufe higher charged ; 

whefte_it would follow, that points 
fhould“not a& but at. high intenfities. 

I mutt likewife take notice, as a proof 

that the charge has little to do here, 

that if a ball be prefented to the prime 

conductor, at the fame time that a 

point proceeds from the oppofite fide 

of the ball, tl:e ele@tricity will pafs 
by the point, though it is obliged to 

o round the ball for that purpofe ; 

ad it can hardly be doubted, that 
whatever charge obtains in this cafe 
is on the furface of the ball next the 
conduftor, and not on the remote 
fide to which the eleétricity direéts 
its courfe. 

30. ACHARD’s experiments with a 
number of pointed cones, fcrewed 
in a plate of metal, and likewife the 
pointed apparatus defcribed, thew 
that the effect of points depends on the 
remotenefs of their extremities from 
the other parts of the conduétor. 
This leads to the following general 
law : : 

In any ele&rified condu€or the tran- 
fition or efcape of eleGricity will be 
made chiefly from that part of the fur- 
face which is the moft remote from the 
natural flate. 

Thus in the apparatus of the ball 
and ftem, the point having a commu- 
nication with the reft of the whole 
conduétor, conftantly poffeffes the 
fame intenfity ; but the influence of 
the furrounding furface of the ball 
diminifhes its capacity. This di- 
minution is lefs:the farther the ball 
is withdrawn, and confequently the 
point will really poflefs more electri- 
city, and be more difpofed to give it 
out When it is prominent than when 
depreffed. The fame explanation 
ferves for negative electricity. 

“41, The effec of a pofitive furface 
appears to extend farther than that 
of a negative >-for the point a¢ts like 
a ball when confiderably more pro- 
ninieiit if it be pofitive than it will 





Experiments and 'Obfervatitns on Eleétricity, 


if negative. This property was ufed 
by me fome years ago for the ‘con- 
ftruction of an inftrument to diftin- 
guish the two eleétricities. 

32. When we confider that our 
machines can cadfe a ball of an inch 
and a half diameter to aé like a 
point, and that our apparatus makes a 
point aét like a ball; if at the fame 
time we remark the fmall elevation 
of our conduttors for lightning above 
the extended furface of the ground, 
and the {mall fize of the balls propofed 
by fome to be ufed as terminations ; 
the difpute, which was fo much agi- 
tated refpeting them, will perhaps 
be found to relate to a very minute 
circumftance, among the many which 
govern the great operations of na- 
ture, It does not feem probable; 
that any conduétor would aét filently 
if the main courfe of the eleétricity 
of a negative cloud were to pafs thro’ 
it, and many would probably receive 
the ftroke from a pofitive cloud. It 
does not, however, follow from this, 
that they might not conduct it with 
fafety. 

33- It is unneceffary to infift upon 
what is called the equilibrium of an 
ele&trical charge, becaufe Dr. Franx- 
tin has admirably explained it ac- 
cording to his hypothefis. But there 
is another important particular, which 
has been almoft entirely overlooked, 
namely, the uncompenfated ele¢tri- 
city, which is as effential to the charge 
as that which isin equilibrio. When- 
ever ajar is charged, the greateft part 
of the eleétricity Conte latent on ac- 
count of the compenfation ; but there 
is acertain proportion which remains 
on the infulated fide, and exerts its 
force to prevent the eleétricity from 
returning to the outer furface. In 
moderate intenfities, this will explode, 
and carry the charge with it, to dif- 
tances which are in proportion to the 
quantity of the charge itfelf; but in 
pees intenfities the diftances great- 
y exceed that proportion. With 
glafles of different thickneffes; thig 
intenfity, as meafured -by the explo, 
five fpark, is as the thicknefs, when 
the charges are equal, as Mr. Caven- 
Dish 
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pis has determined, and I find like- with exploded through about five 
wife by experiments with thin fub- inches. 
ftances ; but when the thickneffesare The perforation of glafs by the - 
greater, it increafes in a higher pro- long {park, or by the fpark through 
portion, as is found by the explo- oilor cement, feems to depend on the 
fion which takes place between the very great intenfity of the electricity 
ele@trophore and its plate, as well as which has not time to diffufe itfelf, 
by other experiments. but charges a minute part of the fur- 
34. This uncompenfated part of face very high. 
the charge (which is commonly in 36. Mufcovy talc being a very 
proportion to the quantity of latent perfect non-conductor, and capable 
or compenfated elettricity, or to the of being divided into plates of lefs 
diftance at which it exerts its action) thicknefs than one two-hundredth 
was found to be greatly increafed part of an inch, I made many expe- 
when a feries of jars were made to riments with it, which are too nume- 
charge each other, . If a jar be infu- rous toenter into thispaper. In con- 
lated and made to explode by Lane’s fequence of its great capacity it gives 
eletrometer at a determinate number very ftrong fhocks. Contrary to the 
of turns; and another jar be then affertion of Beccarra, I found that 
connected with its external coating fo its laminz are naturally in ftrong op- 
as to become charged by that means, pofite ftates of eleétricity, and flath 
the explofion, from the outfide of the to each other when torn afunder in 
lat to the infide of, the firft, will thedark. A large picce being fplit 
take place at the electrometer (unal- in two, the parts were found to be 
tered) with much fewer turns. Or inoppofite ftates. The greateft care 
if the ele&trometer be altered till the was taken in thefe experiments to 
explofion takes place at the original avoid friction, and to ufe fuch pieces 
number, the dittance will be much as had never beenexcited, nor brought 
greater than before. Hence we fee, near the machine. 
that the intenfity of the uncompen- 37. The moft plaufible objection 
fated part mutt be greater when there againft the probability of danger 
is a greater charge to be maintained, from the returning ftroke of the Earl 
whether it be on one furface only, or Of SranHopre is, that the quantity of 
on two furfaces fucceflively conneéted. ele¢tricity in an animal is too fmall 
T have not yet made the experiments to produce any mifchievous effect. 
neceflary to alcertain the law of this This the noble author has anfwered 
lait a¢tion. by remarking, that the quantity 
35. It is evident, that the breaking has not been fhewn to be fmall. M 
of jars is not effected by any attraction experiments with talc fhewing that it 
between the eleétricities which form naturally poffeffes much electricity, 
the charge, but by this neceffary fur- led me to inveftigate the quantity 
plus: for thicker glaffes require much which a man may contain. I melted 
lefs electricity to produce an intenfity fealing-wax upon Bennert’s electro- 
which breaks them than thinner do; meter with a burning glafs, and found 
and I found a piece of Mufcovy talc, it produced no eleétricity either in 
one hundredth part of an inch thick, heating or cooling. I alfo placed a 
to bear a charge confifting of ten times piece of red-hot glafs upon the fame 
the quantity of ele&tricity which was inftrument, and it cooled without af- 
fufficient to have charged an equal fording electric figns. Thefe expe- 
furface of common glafs{o as to break riments thewed, that the natural 
it. But the intenfity 6f the very quantity of electricity isthe fame in 
denfe charge on the talc was fo low thefe bodies, whether they be in 
as to afford an explofion of no more the condutting or non-conducting 
than about one-tenth of an inch, while ftate; and confequently, if it can be 


that of the glafs jar it was compared proved, that an ele¢tric contains a 
Dz lar 









































































































ie 
large quantity of electricity, the in- 
ference may be fairly extended to 
non-eletrics. And it will not be 
difputed, upon any hypothefis, but 
that a non-conductor, or its coating, 
contains as much of what we call elec- 
tricity as can be driven out of it in 
the act of charging. Two fquare 
inches of talc, of the thicknefs of 
6,011 inch, were repeatedly charged 
and made to explode over the un- 
coated part, by each turn of a feven- 
inch cylinder. The intenfity of the 
excitation was fuch, that a conduc- 
tor, of three feet long, and feven 
inches diameter, gave a denfe {park 
of g inches long at each turn. Now, 
in round numbers 45 fuch plates of 
talc, laid upon each other, would 
have formed a folid inch of matter ; 
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and from this, if fitted up asa Bsc- 
carta’s battery, we could with our 
machine drive out eleétricity enough 
fimply to charge a conductor 45 times 
as long (negle@ing the ends) ; that 
is to fay, we find that one folid inch 
of talc contains eleétricity enough to 
charge a conduétor of 7 inches dia- 
meter, and 135 feet long, fo high as 
to give a née-inch fpark at leaft, but 
how much more it contains we know 
not. 

If it be here objected, that the talc 
does nothing more than feparate the 
coatings, we may make ufe of gold 
leaf forour coating; which fubftance 
being (as I find by weight and mea- 
furement) no more than yys'505 Of an 
inch thick, would increafe the refult 
near three thoufand times, 


FREEZING 


WATER, mave 1n QUEBEC. 


PROM THE EDINBURGH PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS, 


COMMUNI- 


CATED IN A LETTER FROM DR. CHARLES HUTTON, 


Sir, 
HE following is an extract of 
a letter to me from Major Ed- 
ward Williams, of the Royal Artil- 
lery, a learned man, and of great pro- 
feffional merit. Being at Quebec in fome 
“very cold winters, among various other 
ingenious experiments, it occurred to 
him to try the force of congelation 
on fome of the iron bomb fhells, by 
filling the cavity of the fhell with 
water, and then, having plugged up 
the fuze hole, expofing 11 to the cold 
to freeze the water, in order to find 
whether the expanfion of the ice 
would be capable of burfting the fhell. 
The fuze-hole is conical, the oppo- 
fites of which, when produced, meet 
at the extremity of the diameter, 
which paffes through the middle of 

the hole, 
He found that the iron plug could 
hardly be drivep fof firmly into the 





fuze-hole as to refit the force of the 
expanfion of the ice, which pufhed it 
out with great velocity, and a bolt, 
or cylinder of ice, of a confiderable 
height, immediately thot up from the 
hole. But when the plug was fixed 
in with fprings, which laid hold of 
the infide of the cavity, fo that the 
plug could not poffibly be puthed out, 
the force of expanfion then fplit the 
fhell, and a plate of ice-fhot out 
quite around, 


Extra& from Major Wirrtams's 
letter, 

“ Thefe experiments were made 
on iron fhells, bom the 13-inch fhell 
to the cohorns of 44 inches dia- 
meter, by filling the fhell nearly with 
water, and driving in an iron plug 
with a fledge hammer, 
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Experiments on the expanfive Force of Freezing Water. 2X 
Fime, Ele. of Weight of 
1734. Hour. Barom. Ther. Wind. thefuze. plug. oz, Dftiance 
Dec, 21 12night. 29.66 — 10 Wefterly. go 35 Unknowa 
e2 10A,M. 29.69 + g Eafterly. go 37-25 22 feet 
23 9P.M. 29.80 — 16 Ww. 9° 34. 5 Unknown 
24 11A.M* 29ft — 6 Ww. ° 39-25 62 
A 31 A.M. 29.60 — 18 Ww. 45 39.25 387 
1785. 
Jan. 2 5A.M. 29.96 — 19 Ww. 45 41-75 9 415 
4 7AM. 29.46 — 12 Ww. 45 42 Burft 
9 GAM. 29.35 — € Ww 45 4°. 5 925 


REMARKS. 

“ Dec. 21.—The fuze-axis of the 
thell lay nearly perpendicular to the 
horizon. On examining the effect, 
about nine o’clock, the following 
day, I obferved the plug gone, and a 
cylinder of ice, of four inches and a 
half high, rifing perpendicular from 
the fuze-hole, and of equal diameter. 
I fearched carefully for the plug, 
but could not find it, as there was 
about three feet and a half of {now 
on the ground. 

“22,1 watched this thell about an 
hour, when, being called out on bu- 
finefs, I found on my return, three 
hours after, the plug gone, and the 
ice cylinder two inches and a quarter 
high. Plug loft. 

- snneDhed a plug made, jagged 
or notched along the fides, to prevent 
its being forced out fo eafily ; and 
watched the fhell for upwards of three 
hours, going into the houfe at inter- 
vals, to warm myfelf. The laf time 
I weft in was about half an hour af- 
ter twelve, when, after a few mi- 
nutes, I heard a fort of hiffing found, 
upon which running out, the plug 
was gone, and a cylinder of ice thot 
up, exceeding any of the former, 
being fix inches and a half high. 
Plug loft, 

“ 24.—A fimilar plug to the laf. 
Iwatched this with more faccefs; 
for although abfent at intervals, yet 
at half paft four in the afternoon, 
therm. at 60, I faw the plug fuddenly 
forced out by the column of ice, ac- 
companied by thé hiffing noife, and 
obferving its fall, I found it at 62 feet 
from the thell. The icy cylinder was 
four inches high, and the fuze-axis 
of the fhell I found lay nearly at the 
angle of 90°, with the horizon. 


** 31.—Concluding from the fore. 
going experiments, that no plug could 
be fo fixed, as to render the refiftance 
at the fuze-hole greater than at the 
weakeft part of the fhell, in which 
cafe I fuppofed it would burit, which 
was the primary objeét in thefe expe. 
riments, I thought it might be worth 
while to obferve how far the force of 
congelation would project a plug of 
a given weight and figure, and forced 
in with the fame number of ftrokes of 
the fledge hammer. For this pur- 
pofe, 1 placed the fuze-axis of the 
fhell at an angle of 45° with the ho- 
rizon, and on the 31{t of December 
1734, being the coldeft day of this 
year the plug was projected ; whilft I 
was abfent,a cylinder was fhot out, 
in the dire@tion of the axis of feven 
inches and a quarter, and not inclin- 
ing in the leaft from that direétion to 
the horizon. The plug was loft. 

“© Jan. 2. 19785.—Being colder 
than the 31{t of December, in order to 
haften the effect, I put a mixture of 
common falt and fal -ammoniac to 
the water, and tied a long pack-thread, 
with a piece of red rag at its end, 
to the fuze, in order to find where 
it fellin the fnow. This plug made 
its efcape like the reft, for at half paft 


. fix it was flown, and a cylinder of 


eight inches and a half of ice ftand- 
ing over the fuze-hole, the plug was 
loft; for the red rag appeared no 
where on the furface oF the fnow. 

“ 4,—Tried a plug made with. 
fprings, in the manner of a fearcher, 
only very fhort and ftrong. Added. 
the freezing mixture. The thell gave 
a fudden crack ata quarter after nine, 
and inftantly fhot from its furface twe 
thin plates of ice, tefembling fins, 
about two inches in the highedt aed 
























































22 Experiments on the ex panfive Force of Freezing Water. 







On examining the fhell, I found it the confequence feems to be, eithe 
burft, and the plug forced ‘up about that the water will freeze, and, by! 
half an inch; and, on breaking the expanding, burft the containing body, | 
fhell, the fprings were confiderably be it ever fo thick and ftrong; or elfe, 
bent, fo as not to‘have recovered their if the refiftance of the containing 
firft fituation. bédy exceed the expanfive force of the 
. “* Repeated the laft experiment, ice, or of water in the act of freezing, 
with a fimilar plug and the freezing then, by preventing the expanfion, it 
mixture. It was thrown out, as be- will prevent the freezing, and the 
fore, and the ‘projecting icy cylinder water will remain fluid, whatever the 
was 33 inches high. degree of cold may be. 
. Similar experimentswere afterwards ‘The amazing force of congelation _ 
made with all the lefler hells; yet, js alfo obvious from the diftance to 
though one or more of each fort were which the iron plugs were projeéted, 
actually burft, more plugs were pro- For, if we confider the very fmall | 
jeéted than produced that effect. As time that the force of expanfion aéts | 
foon as the {now began to difappear on the plug in pufhing it out, and that | 
from the furface, I fearched caretully the plug, of 23 1b. weight, was pro. | 
for the plugs, and found fix of them; jected with a velocity of more than 20 : 
which, being all marked with notches feet in a fecond of time, and thrown | 
_ the firft experiment, I eafily to the diftance of 415 feet by this | 
ormed from them the following force ; fo acting, the intenfity of the 
table : force will appear to be truly aftonifh- 
Plug, No.1. Dec.22. 2zfeet 3410 ing. 
the rightof the = adly, We may hence form anefti- 
line of direction. mate of the quantity which the water 
3 24. 62 5 left. expands by freezing. For the longeft 


































4: 31. 387 2pright. cylinder of ice was obferved to be 84 
g-Jan. 2.415  35right. inches without the hole; to this add 
6. 4- Shell burft. 1}inch, the thicknefs of the metal, 


7. 9: 325 4% left. or length of the hole, and the fum, or | 
*« Such was the refult of thefe experi- 10 inches, is the whole length of the | 
ments, from which I leave it to you to cylinder of ice, the diameter of which © 
draw conclufions. lintend to purfue is 1,% inch; and hence its folid cone 
them again this winter; and, if you tent is 1. 77><10%%.7854 cubic 
can fuggeft any ideas on the fubject inches. 
that can reach Canada before March _— But the diameter of the fpherical 
-_ I hall be glad to avail myfelf cavity, filled with water, is 9,1; 
of them. inches; and therefore 9. 193%. 
; “ ED. WILLIAMS.” 47854 is the content of the water in 
cubic inches. 
REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING EX- Hence then the content of the 
TRACT, BY CHA, HUTTON, L.L.D. water is to the increafe by expanfion, 
From thefe ingenious experiments, as 4 of g. 1° to ten times 1.77, or as 
we may draw feveral conclufions. As, 502, 4to 28.9, orast74to 10. So 
‘ Firft, We hence obferve the a- that the water, in this inftance, ex- 
mazing force of the expanfion of the panded in freezing, by a quantity 
ice, or the water, in the act of freezing; which is between the 17th and 18th 
which is fufficient to overcome, per- part of itfelf, 
haps, any refiflance whatever; and C. H. 


























NATURAL HISTORY or tue ELEPHANT. 









HE Elephant furpaffes all other by his intelligence, makes the neareft 
_ terreftrial animals in fize; and, approach to man. He poffeffes the 
:4 fagacity 
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fagacity of the beaver, the addrefs of 
the ape, and the fentiment of the dog. 
Men in all ages have had a great 
veneration for this grand animal ; but 
the ancients, and many of the mo- 
derns; have greatly exaggerated his 
faculties. ‘The Indians, who believe 
in the metempfychofis, are ftill per- 
fuaded that fo majeftic a body mutt be 
animated with the foul of a great 
man, orking; and in fome places are 
regarded as the living manes of the 
Indian emperors. 

Without giving crcdit to any of 
thefe fiGions, this animal is highly 
entitled to our regard. Whether we 
view him in the ftate of nature, or of 
fervitude, he is equally worthy of at- 
tention. 

When wild, the elephants are neither 
fanguinary or ferocious, and never 
exert or ufe their ftrength but to de- 
fend themfelves or their companions. 
They are focial in manners, being 
feldom feen alone, but generally in 
troops, the oldeft leading, and the 
young and feeble placed in the mid- 
dle. The mothers carry their young 
firmly embraced in their trunks. This 
order is only obferved in perilous 
marches; in defarts and forefts they 
travel with lefs precaution, and thofe 
who ftray from the troop are the only 
ones the hunters dare mark: This 1s 
attended with great danger, for they 
tun ftraight at the offender, and al- 
though the weight of their bodies be 
great, their fteps are fo long that they 
eafily overtake the moft active man. 
When they do, they transfix him with 
their tufks, or laying hold of him by 
their trunk, throw him againft aftone, 
and trample him under their feet. 
This, however, is only when pro- 
voked, but they are extremely fenfible 
of injuries; and travellers who fre- 
quent the countries they inhabit, kin- 
dle fires to prevent their approach. 
When they have once been attacked, 
they never forget, but take every op- 
portunity of revenge. As their fenfe 
of {melling is very acute, the fmell of 
a man reaches them at adiftance, and 
they eafily follow him by the fcent. 
They are fond of the banks of rivers, 
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and fhady moift places. ‘They cannot 
difpenfe with water, which they trouble 
before they drink; they afterwards 
fill their trunk with it, eitherto carry 
to their mouths, or amufe themfelves 
by fprinkling it around. They are 
greatly fufceptible of heat and cold, 
and to avoid the heat of the fun, re- 
tire to the fhady receffes of the forefts. 
They frequently take to the water, 
and the enormous fize of their bodies 
feems rather to aid than retard their 
fwimming, and the length of their 
trunk, through which they breathe, 
fecures them from the danger of 
drowning. 

‘They feed on roots, herbs, leaves, 
and tender wood, fometimes grain and 
fruit, but will not touch fith or flefh. 
They-require a great quantity of fuf- 
tenance, and are therefore often ne- 
ceffitated to change their place of paf- 
ture. If they ftray into cultivated 
places, they. do incredible damage, 
and for this reafon the natives ufe 
every artifice to prevent their ap- 
proach, but ftill they fometimes pay 
them a vifit, and nothing can ftop 
them but artificial fires or crackers, 
which, from the fudden and repeated 
noifes, fometimes induce them to.turn 
back. 

When the females are in feafon, 
they feparate from fociety, and retire 
in pairs to fecret places. They have 
never yet been detected in their a- 
mours. ‘The female goes with young 
two years, and produces only one ata 
time, which has teeth from the mie 
ment of its birth, as large as a wild 
boar, but no appearance of horns or 
trunk, which begin to fhoot at the 
age of fix months. At this time 
the animal is about the fize of an ox, 
and if the creature enjoys health and 
liberty, the tufks continue to grow 
until an advanced age. 

They are eafily rendered tame and 
fubmiflive, and as eafily inftruéted, 
but ftill feem :o feel the difguft arifing 
from their ftate of flavery. They feel 
the moft lively impreflions of love, 
but never intermix or produce young 
in a domefiic flate; hence hereditary 
flavery in an elephant has never been 
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known. While they feel this paffion 
they are ungovernable, and it has been 
found neceflary to feparate the males 
from the females, 

The method of taking and taming 
them is worthy of particular notice. 
In places. where they frequent, a {pot 
of ground is furrounded withpalifades, 
the ftakes of which are compofed of the 
ftrongeft trees, an opening is left for 
the elephant to enter, and over the 
door is a ftrong bar to fall, which is 
fhut after the animal paffes. The 
hunters carry into the foreft a tame 
elephant in feafon, and when they 
imagine themfelves near enough to be 
heard, her governors make her uiter 
the ufualcry. The wild male replies, 
and haftens to join her. She is then 
made to enter the inclofure, and the 
male follows. As foon as he perceives 
himfelf furrounded, his. ardour is 
changed into fury. Ropes and ferters 
are thrown round his legs and trunk. 
Two or three tame elephants are 
broughr to him, to one of which they 
endeavour to fix him, and either by 
force, torture, or carefles, he is 
tamed in a few days. The method 
of taking them varies, and in fome 
places they effect it by digging pits, 
and covering them with branches of 
trees: when the creature falls into 
thefe-holes, they are too deep for him 
to get out. 

When tamed, this creature is one 
of the moit gentle and obedient of 
animals, is fond of his keeper, careffles 
him, and even anticipates his com- 
mands; he foon comprehends figns 
and founds, and can diftinguifh the 
tones of command, anger, and appro- 
bation. He never miftakes the voice 
of his mafter, and executes his orders 
with attention, and without precipi- 
tation, for his movements are all 
marked with gravity. He foon 
learns to bend the knee for to accome 
medate thofe who are to mount him. 
He careffes his friend with his trunk, 
falutes any perfon with it, and em- 

loys it to raife burthens, and aflift in 
Ce himfelf. He will draw chari- 
ots, ploughs, &c. and never grows ref- 
tive, uolefs ill treated, ‘The man who 
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guides him rides on his neck, and ufes 7 
an iron.rod, fharp at the end, with 7 
which he prickshis head, or the fides of | 
his ears; but a fhort time after he is © 


tamed, words alone are {fufficient, 


Their attachment to the perfon who ~ 


uides them is extraordinary. 




















Although this animal produces but | 


one young one in two or three years, © 


the ipecies are numerous, which feems ~ 
to arife from their extraordinary long. 
evity. They are numerous both in | 
Africa and Afia, are very faithful to 7 
their country,.and do not change their | 


climate. 


employed them in war in very early 
ages ; but the change in that are 
has rendered them rather dangerous 
than ufeful: there are, however, war 
elephants {till kept by the Indian 
kings, more for fhew than utility. 


They were formerly un- | 
known in Europe ;—the Indians have | 


Thefe princes likewife employ them | 
in labour, and in tranfporting their | 


women. 


elephants. At Tunquin, Siam, and 
Pegu, the kings ride on elephants 
richly cloathed and caparifoned. In 
this rich attire they feem greatly to 
delight. 


In Africa they appear more nume- § 
rous than in Afia, bet the natives of | 


the firft named place are not fo eafily 
tamed; 
in fize: in this point of magnitude 
thofe of Ceylon are certainly the fupe- 
rior. Their ftrength is in proportion 
to their magnitede; thofe of India 
can carry thre or four thoufand 
pounds weight, and can raife two 
hundred weight with their trunks, 
Their prodigious ftrength may alfo be 
conceived by the quicknefs of their 
motion; they can run as faft as a 
horfe can gallop, and if pufhed will 
travel thirty or forty leagues a days 
To perform this, they mutt be kept in 
full vigour, which will require a 
hundred pounds of rice, befides freth 
herbage, and muft be permitted to 
bathe twice or thrice a day. 

The elephant is generally afh co- 
loured, or blackifh ; white or red 
elephants are, very fcarce, and highly 


valued, 


In places where fire arms © 
are little known, they ftill fight with § 






the latter generally exceed : 
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their © 


valued; 'Theeye of this beaftis fmall, 
lively, and brilliant, but ftroogly 
expreflive of fentiment ; he appears to 
reflect and deliberate, His ears are 
good, they are very large, and longer 
in proportion than thofe of an afs, but 
lie flat to his head, likehumanears. He 
delights in the found of mufic, and 
will move in cadence to the trumpet 
and tabour. His fenfe of f{melling is 
exquifite, and he is particularly fond 
of perfumes and odoriferous plants and 
flowers. His fenfe touch 1s chiefly 
confined to the trunk, which he can 
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move, bend, contraét, and turn on all 
fides; in this member the feeling is 29 
delicate as in the hyman hand. The 
extremity of the trunk terminates in a 

rotuberance in form of a finger, and 
is ufeful to the fame purpofe, The 
fenfe of {melling is alfo in the trunk, 
by means of two apertures. 

Were we to enter further into the 
defcription of this wonderful animal, 
we fhould exceed our limits in this 
number, but fhall refume it, and lay 
fome further curious particulars before 
our readers in our next. 


HISTORICAL ANECDOTE concernino THE DEATH or DEMEy+ 
"LRIUS, KING or MACEDON. 


WHEN Demetrius, king of Mace- 
don, in his war with Seleucus, 
was abandoned by his army, and be- 
trayed, finding an efcape to be im- 
practicable, he determined to furrender 
tohisenemy. To him therefore he fent 
notice of his defign. When the latter 
heard of his intention, he gave the 
neceflary orders for his reception, and 
broke out before his whole court in 
thefe words, ‘* It is not the fortune 
** of Demetrius which has thus pro- 
** vided for his fafety, but mine, which 
‘* hath been watchful for my glory. I 
** thank her more for this than for all 
** the favours fhe has done me, be- 
“ caufe L efteem an act of clemency 
ape honourab'e than any victory.” 

he many noble and generous things 
faid by Seleucus, in this high flown 
tone of fortune, inclined many of his 
courtiers to believe that Demetrius 
would. become the chief favourite of 
the king. They immediately deter- 
mined to go and pay their court to 
him, as foon as he fhould come into 
the quarters of Seleucus. Apollonides, 
who had been formerly a courtier in 
the palace of Antigonus, was fent to 
meet Demetrius, and when he had 
a him to the village afligned, 
almott the whole court of Sasiens 
went to pay their compliments to his 
father-in-law. When the minifters'a- 
bout Seleucus, who hated Demetrius, 
perceived this, they inftantly put him 
in mind of the dangerous confequences 
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ferred. 


which might attend his nobles and 
commanders entering into a familiari- 
ty with a perfon of fo dexterous ad- 
drefs, and fuch furprizing intrepidity, 
Thefe infinuations had the effect de- 
fired by thofe who made them, info- 
much that while Demetrius was enter- 
taining his old acquaintance and new 
friends, Pasfanias, with a guard of a 
thoufand horfe, came to condaét him, 
not as he hoped, to the prefence of Se- 
leucus, but toa caftle in ademy-ifland, 
where he remained aprifoner. S. lencus, 
when he had provided for his own ie- 
curity, did all that could be thought 
of to make confinement eafy to Deze- 
trius. He ordered him royal enter- 
tainment within doors, a fine ftable of 
horfes, and the ufe of a noble park 
without. To give him a right relifh 
of thefe pleafures, hopes were cherifh- 
ed, and promifes of liberty intermix- 
ed, ae were all made todepend on 
the coming of duriochus and Stratonice, 
to whom the conditions on which this 
freedom was to be obtained, were re- 
All other arts were practifed 
to amufe Demetrius, and to divert his 
cares. At firft he fuffered himfelf to 
be deluded, and hoped that after a 
time Seleucus would fee him;. but 
when he found this protracted, and 
that excufe fucceeded excufe, he pene- 
trated the defign of his politic fon-in- 
law, and, without giving into vain 
expefiations, fought, by all methods, 
to make hislife as little tedious to him 
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as might be. Hunting was for a while 
his chief diverfion ; but by degrees he 
quitted it, to give himfelf up to feafting 
and caroufing, that, in wine and 
pleafant converfation, the memory of 
paft greatnefs and prefent forrows 
ay drowned ; fo hard a thing it 
is for thofe, who pretend to fight for 
repofe, to enjoy it, when they acquire 
it either in confequence of their vic- 
tories, or through the mere bounty of 
Providence ; and fo much wifer it is to 
moderate our defires, than to place all 
hopes in their gratification. 

Demetrius found by fatal experience, 


‘that mirth and wine were no cures for 


grief; for while by them he fought to 
ftifle his concern, the itruggle between 
refentment, and a defire to conceal it, 
added to his high living, indueed a 
diftemper, which, when he had been 
a prifoner three years, carried him off 
in the” fifty-fourth year of his age. 
Thus died this aétive prince, who had 
fo often been at the top, and fo fre- 


quently at the bottom of Fortune’s: 


wheel. His death delivered Seleucus 
from all apprehenfions, and not only 
him but others; for his great accom- 
plithments, his fingular addrefs, his 
taking prefence, and, above all, his 
extraordinary military fkill, made him 
always formidable, though his forces 
were ever fo weak, and the places in 
his poffeffion ever fo few. 

While Demetrius lay in prifon, many 
princes and ftates, moved with the 
diftrefs of fo great a prince, fued to 
Seleucus for his liberty; Lyfmachus 
only was bafe enough to offer him a 
vaft fum of money to put him to 
death ; which, with the -higheft in- 
dignation, Seleucus refufed, affirming 
that neither envy, nor any ancient 
antipathy, inclined him to confine 
Demetrius, but only a regard for his 
own fafety, and a juft attention to 
reafons of ftate. As Demetrius had 
rendered himfelf yery remarkable for 
his filial piety towards his father, fo 


his fon Antigonus manifefted as lauda- 
ble affe€tion towards him; for not- 
withftanding the letter his father had 
wrote him, might, in the opinion of 
the world, have freed’ him from all 
cenfure, yet did he offer Scdencus, not 
only all that he held in Greece, but 
his own perfon in hoftage for his 
father’s liberty, but this was refufed. 
However Antigonus continued earneft- 
ly to folicit it by-the moft preffing and 
paffionate letters, as long as Demetrius 
lived, going in deep mourning during 
that fpace, and never once partaking 
of any feafts or diverfions while his 
father was in prifon. As foon as he 
underftood his father’s athes were 
coming from Syria, he failed with a 
noble fleet to the Archipelago to meet 
them. 

He then depofited them in an urn 
of gold, which, when he entered the 
harbour of Corinth, he placed in the 
poop of the royal galley, fet his crown 
upon it, and covered it with a canopy 
of purple, himfelf ftanding by, clad in 
deep mourning, and his eyes red with 
tears. Moft of the cities in Greece 
fent chaplets to crown the urn, and 
deputations of their prime citizens to 
affift at the funeral. All the trophies 
of honour were left at Corinth, where 
the ceremony was performed ; but the 
urn itfelf was tranfported to Demetria, 
a city to which the late king had 
given his name, which had been builg 
under his direétion, and peopled by 
his command out of the villages in the 
neighbourhood of Solchos. Thus in 
his death he was more happy than in 
his life; for all concurred in honour- 
ing the memory of thofe virtues which 
were no longer dreadful to them, and 
which heretofore filled them with ap- 
prehenfions on account of the reftlefs 
ambition which, while he was living, 
accompanied them in the breaft of the 
pofleffor, and which was held unex- 
tinguifhing but by death. 
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An AccouxT oF THE RELIGIOUS Sact of SEEKS, at PATNA, tn 
A Lerrer FRoMCwHarLes WILKINe, EsQ, 1ro THE SRCRETARY OF 


THE ASIATIC SOCIETY. 


FROM THE ASTATIC RESEARCHES, 


fituated in one of the narrow 
ftreets of Patna, at-no very confider- 
able diftance from the cuftom-houfe. 
I was permitted to enter the outward 
gate, but as foon as J came to the 
fteps which led up to the chapel, or 
public hall, 1 was civilly accofted by 
two of the fociety. 1 atked them if 
[I might afcend into the hall; they 
faid it was a place of worthip, open 
to me and to all men, intimated at 
the fame time that I muft take off my 
fhoes. As I confidered this ceremo- 
ny in the fame light as uncovering my 
head upon entering any of our tem- 
ples dedicated tothe Deity, I did 
not hefitate to comply, and I was 
then politely conduéted into the hall, 
and feated upon a carpet in the midft 
of the aflembly, which was fonu- 
merous as almoft to fill the room, 
The whole building forms a fquare 
of about forty feet, raifed from the 
ground about fix or eight fteps. ‘The 
hall is in the center, divided from four 
other apartments by wooden arches, 
upon pillars of the fame materials, 
all neatly carved. This room is ra- 
ther longer than it is broad. The 
floor was covered with a neat carpet, 
and furnifhed with fix or feven old 
defks, on which ftood as many of the 
books of their law, and the walls, 
above the arches, were hung with 
European looking-glaffes, in gold 
frames, and piétures of Muffulman 
princes, and Hindoovdeities. A lit- 
tle room which, as you enter, is fitu- 
ated at the left head end of the hall, 
is the chancel, and is furnifhed with 
an altar covered with a cloth of gold, 
upon which was laid a round black 
fhield over a long broad fword, and 
on either fide, a choury of peacock’s 
feathers, mounted ina filver handle. 
The altar was raifed a little above the 
ground, in a declining pofition. Be- 


} gimme the college of the Seeks 


fore it ftood alow kind of throne, 
plated with filver, but rather too 
{mall to be ufeful ; about it were fe- 
veral filver flower-pots and rofe wa- 
ter bottles, and on the left hand ftood 
three {mall urns, which appeared to 
be copper, furnifhed with niches to 
receive the donations of the charita- 
ble. There ftood alfo near the altar, 
on a low deik, a great book of a 
folio fize, from which fome portions 
are daily read in their divine fervice, 
It was covered over with a blue man- 
tle, on which were printed, in filver 
oe fome feleé&t paffages of their 
aw. 

After I had a Jong converfation 
with two of the congregation, who 
had politely feated themfelves on each 
fide of me, on the carpet, and whom 
I found very intelligent, notice was 
given, that it was noon, and the hour 
of divine fervice. ‘The congregation 
arranged themfelves upon the carpet, 
on each fide of the hall, fo as to leave 
a fpace before the altar from end to 
end. The great book, detk, and all, 
was brought with fome little ceremo- 
ny from the altar, and placed at the 
—™ extremity of the hall, An 
old man, with a reverend filver beard, 
kneeled down before the defk, with 
his face towards the altar; and on 
one fide of him fata man with a {mall 
drum, and two or three with cymbals. 
The book was now opened, and the 
old man began to chaunt to the time 
of the drum and cymbals; and at the 
conclufion of every verfe, moft of 
the congregation joined chorus in a 
refponfe, with countenances exhibit- 
ing great marks of joy. ‘Their tones 
were by no means harfh ; the time 
was quick ; and I learnt that the fub- 
ject was a hymn in praife of the unity, 
the omniprefence, and the omnipo- 
tence of i Deity. Iwas ony 
delighted with the geflures of the old 
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man: I never faw a countenance fo 
expreflive of infelt joy, whilft he 
turned about from one to another, as 
it were, befpeaking their affents to 
thofe traths, which his very foul 
feemed to be engaged in chanting 
forth. ‘The hymn being concluded, 
which confifted of about twenty verfes, 
the whole congregation got up and 
refented their faces with joined 
hands towards the altar, in thé atti- 
tude of prayer. A young man now 
ftood forth, and with a loud voice, 
and diftinét accent, folemnly pro- 
nounced a long prayer or kind of li- 
turgy, at certain periods of which 
all the people joined in a general re- 
fponfe, faying Wa Gooreo! ‘They 
prayed againft temptation; for grace 
to do good ; for the general good of 
mankind ; and a particular bleffing to 
the Seeks; and for the fafety of thofe 
who at that time were on their tra- 
vels. This prayer was followed by a 
fhore bleffing from the old man, and 
an invitation to the affembly to par- 
take of a friendly feaft. The book 
was then clofed and reftored to its 
place at the altar, and the people 
being feated as before, two men en- 
tered, bearing a large iron cauldron, 
called a curry, juft taken from the 
fire, and placed in the center of the 
hall, upon a low ftool. ‘Thefe were 
followed by others with five or fix 
difhes, fome of which were of filver, 
and a large pile of leaves fewed toge- 
ther with fibres, in the formof plates. 
One of thefe plates was given to 
each of the company without dif- 
tinftion, and the dithes being filled 
‘ from the cauldron, the contents were 
ferved out till every one had got his 
fhare; myfelf was not forgotten, 
and as'T was refolved not to givethem 
the fmalleft occafion for offence, I 
ate up my portion. ‘It was akind of 
fweetmeat, of the confiftence of foft 
brown fugar, compofed of flour ‘and 
fugar, mixed up with clarified butter, 
“which is called ghee. Had’ not the 
«ghee been rancid, I fhould have’ re- 
lithed it better. We were next fefved 
with a few fagar-plumbs; and here 
ended the feaft and the ceremonies 
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of the day. 
gious part of the ceremony was daily re- 
peated five times, 








They told me the reli. § 


I now took my ff 


leave, inviting fome of the principal F 
men amongtt them, who were about 9 
to return to their own country through § 


Benares, to pay mea Vifit., 


In courfe of the converfation I 7 


was engaged in with the two Setks 7 
before the fervice, I was able toga. 7 
ther the following circumftances :— 7 
That the founder of their faith was 7 
called Naneek Sah, who flourifhed § 
about four hundred years ago at Pun- 7 
jab, and who, before his apoftacy, was 


a Hindoo of the Kfhetry, or military 
tribe ; and that his body difappeared 
as the Hindoos and Moffulmans were 


difputing for it; forupontheir mov. & 
ing the cloth which covered it, it was © 
a That he left behind hima © 
ok, compofed by himfelf, in verfe, ~ 


and the language of Punjab, but a 
character partly of his own inven- 


tion; which teaches the do€rines of r 


the faith he had eftablifhed. That 


their founder, Gooroo-Mookhee, 
from the mouth of the Preceptor; 
that this. book, of which that ftand- 
ing near the altar, and feveral others 
in the hall, were copies, teaches that 
there is but one God, omnipotent and 
omniprefent ; filling all fpace, and per- 
vading all matter; and that he is to 
be worfhipped and invoked. ‘That 
there -will be a day of retribution, 
when virtue will be rewarded and vice 
punifhed, ([ forgot to afk in what 
manner ;) that it not only commands 
univerfal toleration, but forbids dif- 
putes with thofe of another perfua- 
fion. That it forbids murder, theft, 


‘and fuch other deeds as are, by the 


majority of mankind, efteemed crimes 
againit fociety; and inculcates the 
practice of all the virtues, but parti- 
colarly an univerfal philanthropy, and 
a general hofpitality to ftrangers and 
travellers, ‘This is all my fhort vifit 
would permit me to learn of. this 
book. ‘It is a folio volume; contain- 
ing about four Gr five hundred pages. 
They told me firther, that fome 
years after this book of Naneck se 
hai 





they call this charaéter, in honour of 7 
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had been promulgated, another made 


‘ its appearance, now held in almoft as 


much efteem as the former, The 
name of the author has efcaped my 
memory ; bat they favoured me with 
an abftraét from the book itfelf in 

raife of the Deity. The paflage 
had firack my ear on the firft enter- 
ing the hall, when the ftudents were 
all engaged in reading. From the 
fimilarity of the language to the 
Hindovee, and many Shan{crit words, 
I was able to ugderftand a good deal 
of it, and I hope; at fome .future pe- 
riod, to have the honour of laying 
atranflation of it before the fociety. 
They told me I might have copies of 
both their books, 1f I would be at 
the exptnce of tranfcribing them. 

I next enquired why they were 
called Seeks, and they told me it 
was a word borrowed from one of 
the conimandments of their founder, 
which fignifies ‘* Learn thou ;” and 
that it was adopted to diftinguifh the 
fe& foon after he difappeared. The 
word, as is well known, has the 
fame import in the Hindoovee. 

I afked them what were the ce- 
remonies ufed in admitting a profe- 
lyte. ‘A perfon having fhewn a Ticere 


‘inclination to renounce his former 


opinions, to any five or more Seeks af- 
fembled together, in any place, as 
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worthip, they fend to the firft thop 
where {weetmeats‘are fold, and pro- 
cure a fmall quantity of a particular 
fort, which is very common, and, as 
I recolleét, they call Batafa, and hay- 
ing diluted it in pure water, they 
fprinkle fome of it on the body, and 
into the eyes of the convert, whiJft 
one of the beft inftruéted repeats to 
him, in any language with which he 
is converfant, the chief canons of 
their faith, exaéting from him a fo- 
lemn promife to abide by them the 
reft of his life. This is the whole 
of the ceremony. ‘The new convert 
may then choofe a gooroo, or pre- 
ceptor, to teach him the language of 
their fcriptures, who firft gives him 
the alphabet to learn, and fo leads 
him on by flow degrees, until he 
wants no inftruétion, They offered 
toadmit me into the fociety, but I 
declined the honour, contenting my- 
felt with the alphabet, which they 
told me to guard as the apple of mine 
eye, as it was a facred CTiasatiee. I 
find it differs but little from the 
Dewnagur; the number, order, and 
powers of the letters are exaéily the 
fame. ‘The language itfelfis a mixture 
of Perfian, Arabic, and fome Shan- 
fcrit, grafted upon the provincial dia- 
le& of Punjab, which is a kind of Hin- 
doovee, or, as it is vulgarly called 


well on the highway asin a houfe of by us, Moors. 
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[Continued from page 421, Vor. V.} 


Journey From NacuiTocgeEs, To 
THE FIRST Posts OF THE SPa- 
NIARDS 1N Mexico. 


| REMAINED only three days at 


Nachitoches, and prepared to pafs 
among the Spaniards. I took one to 
condu& me, who was as dark and 
unpolifhed as a favage. He was very 
tagged, and gave me but an unfa- 


vourable idea of the Creoles of his 
nation. He lent me a horfe to carry 
my baggage, which for conveni- 
ence I Rad packed in three bear- 
fkins. One I defigned to ferve me as 
a bed, another for a coverlid, and 
the third to preferve my effects from 
the rain in thofe uninhabited coun- 
tries’ which I afterwards defigned to 
crofs. We fet out from Nachitoches 
r) 


















































9 


the Adais in the evening, and_tra- 
yelled in the night. 

About. half way, finding our- 
felves. a little fatigued, we repofed 
fome minutes, and my guide thought 
he gave me a great treat, by fharing 
with me a bit of bread, of about four 
ounces at moit, made of Indian corn : 
After this repaft we refumed our 
journey. We had fome difficulty in 
walking on a road but little ufed, 
on rough ground, darkened by the 
woods we pafled through, and often 
ftopped by old trees, fallen by time 
ps rottennefs. Often, as I led the 
horfe, which carried my effeéts, by 
the bridle, darknefs, or the windings 
it was neceflary to take, made us lofe 
the way ; fo at we did not arrive 
at the hut of a good Indian Chriftian 
till about three in the morning. 

He received me well, and care- 
fully concealed my effeéts,. being 
fearful they might be looked upon as 
contraband, and he afterwards very 
faithfully returned them to me. I flept 
on my bearfkinsin acornerof his houle, 
which however fcarcely deferves that 
name, having only fome ftakes to fup- 
port the roof, and ferve fora wall, 
two thirds of which were falling by 
age. As foon as day appeared, his 
- family, who flept ona bed by my fide, 

id their compliments, and prepased 
omething for me to eat. I faw my 
hoft was not opulent, I offered them 
either linen or money to get me fome 
food. ‘They preferred the linen, but 
could not find any Indian corn until 
next day, and that in a finall quanti- 
ty. I was however extremely hun- 
gty, and preffed them to get more ; 
they affured me the poft was delti- 
tute of it. This was the firft time in 
my life I ever felt real want ; and it 
caufed me to make fome difagreeable 
reflections. I determined however 
to feck fome perfons in the village 
more induftrious, and at their eafe. 
I at laft went to lodge with an officer 
of foldiers, who, though not fump- 
tuous in his living, had fomething to 
eat. I was however more than once 
prefled by hunger in my acw lodg- 
ing. 


Fourney from New Orleans to Mexice. 


This poft confifts of about forty 
had honfes, compofed of ftakes Crives 
into the ground. They are fituated 
on the declivity of a little hill; the 
top of which is oecupied by a lar 
fquare, furrounded by: trees fixed in 
the earth, which, like that at Nachi-§ 
toches, ferves as a fort. T 


On the® 
fame fide, a little valley feparates the 
village from another height rather 
more confiderable, “on which ftands 
a convent of Francifcans and the 
church; thefe, with fome fcattered 
trees, and a place cleared of trees, 
but filled with brambles and briars, 
of about a quarter of aleague broad, 
and faardeuted with wood, form the 
whole of this landfcape. 

The land is almoft deftitute of © 
water, and very dry, which, joined | 
to the fazinefe of the inhabftants, § 
makes them fometimes in want of & 
mere neceflaries, and thefe confit! 
only of maize. This they boil with 
lime, to foften the kin and .grain. 
After having well wafhed, they bruife 
it upon a chocolate ftone, and having 
moiftened it properly, make a patte, 
which they knead with their hands, 
They afterwards make cakes of it, 
very thin and pretty broad, which 
they lay on a very thin theet of iron 
to bake, ‘This is the primitive food 
of the inhabitants of New Spain, 
and thofe cakes, which they call 
tortillas, are pretty good when they 
are well made. The inhabitants of 
this poft are almoft all horfe foldiers, 
and live on the king’s allowance, 
which is a dollar per diem ; but, 
either by the expence which their 
cloathing comes to, on account of 
the diftance, being brought from 
Mexico, or by their idlenefs, which 
compels them to go a great way for 
their provifions, it 1s fcarcely fufficient 
for their fupport. 

They pafs their leifure time either 
in recounting their exploits in fight, 
or the obitacles they have to over= 
come in uncultivated countries; or 
elfe they mount their horfes to vil 

an 





sill; the 


, joined | 


abftants, points out to them, as well for their 
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and tame their flocks, afterwards they 
amufe themfelves at play. They, 
for the moft part, poffefs the remains 
of a robuft body, but ruined either 
by their excurfions on horfeback, in 
the fervice againft thofe favages they 


call Mecos, or by fome remains of 


their gallantries. They are always 
ready to do a good fervice, humane, 
compaffionate, and brave; are very 
hofpitable, and, although preffed by 
hunger, they will divide their lait 
morfel with the firft comer; but they 
are, at the fame time, proud, liars, 
and thieves, either from want or 
curiofity. I have remarked that thig 
difpofition to theft was common to 
them, with all other favages. I can 
affign no other fource for it, than an 
impulfe planted in them by nature, to 
They 
joftified in it by that kind of 
community of goods which nature 


advantage as their difadvantage ; but 
favages eafily correct their faults. 
efe half Spdhiards, half Indians, 
are habited very fantaftically. They 
wear a kind of upper coat without 
fleeves, and breeches without feam, 
laced in the common way, but the 
oo of which are held together by 
uttons of gold or filver. When they 
are on horfeback, they wear a large 
riding hood, or a kind of cape, round 
at bottom, and ornamented at the 
neck, with five or fix rows of large 
lace. In thisdrefs they are fometimes 
deftitute of hat or fhirt; and fome- 
times this cloathing, even without 
being much worn, is torn and in 
tatters by the ftumps and other parts 
of trees they meet with in the woods. 
They wear ftockings of fkins, thoes 
alfo of fkin, the upper part of which 
are cut in ftrips to leave a paflage to 
the air, or to mud or duft, Their 
heels are loaded with two fpurs of at 
leat fix inches long, the rowel alone 
being above two inches. When on 


‘their-horfes, which they know very 


Well how to manage, they put me in 
mind of the ancient chivalry. Their 
arms are compofed of a cuirafs of 
deer fkins, a buckler, a cut and thruft 


3I 


fword, and a carbine. ‘Two little 
leather bags, hanging on the fore part 
of the faddle, hold their provifions ; 
the leathers, and the ftock of the 
faddle, ferve them for mattrafs and 
pillow. This ftock alfo is ufed asa 
reft for. their carbine, which ferves 
as a pillarto akind of tent which th 
form with their large riding headed 
Their faddles are covered with leather 
well worked, ornamented with diffe. 
rent defigns ftamped upon them, and 
they are garnifhed all round with 
{mall loote pieces of brafs, which, 
ftriking againft each other by the 
motion of the horfe, found like fo 
many little bells. I was furprized to 
fee two enormous ftirrups, weighing 
near fifty pounds, formed by four - 
thick bars of iron placed crofsways, in 
fuch a manner, that the {paces necef- 
fary for the horfeman’s feet are formed 
at the junction of the arms of the 
crofs; they are about four to five* 
fingers long, and about four lines, or 
one third of an inch thick. The 
length of the upright of this crofs is 
almoft triple that of the bars, and I 
cannot better explain it, than by two 
cards which children fet up againft 
each other to make their caftles. ‘Thefe 
fingular ftirrups are very proper, by 
their weight, to recover a horfeman 
when he totters, and to keep his feet 
in that pofition which the attitude of 
a good rider requires; but it is necef- 
fary to be ufed to thefe, for, the firft 
dav I rode with them, I had m 
ancles much ftrained and fwelled. 
They may alfo be of ufe to a horfe 
fufficiently a not to be affected 
by their weight, their fwinging being 
a counterpoife below to the weight 
of the horfeman above. The bits of 
their bridles are alfo very good ; they 
are formed into a long fquare, go 
deep into the mouth of the horfe, and 
I have fince obferved, that they are 
like thofe ufed by the Arabs, who are 
very intelligent in thefe matters. 

I gained as much information ag 
was poffible refpecting the road to 
Mexico, which place they told me 
was five hundred and fifty leagues 


diftant. 
The 
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. The fecond eftablifhment is two 
hundred and fifty leagues from. this, 
by a way which fometimes is not 
eafily difcovered, and acrofs many 
rivers, the paflage of which is very 
dangerous. They aflured me, that, 
although the favages and foldiers can 
make this paflage, two or three toge- 
ther, yet it was impoffible to do it 
with lefs than ten or twelve perfons if 
they had baggage to carry with them. 
I faw with grief that I could not 
make this journey but in a lar 
company ; this obliged me to ‘tay for 
fome other travellers, to jointhem. I 
accordingly waited, 

I learned fome time after, that the 
old governor of this province, ordered 
to Niesico, on account of fome dif- 
pute with the new governor, was fallen 
fick at a fettlement called Naquedoch. 
I determined to fet off and join him, 
and wait his recovery and de arture, 
+I bought a horfe, and had my eceare 
carried on fome mules belonging to 
the foldiers of his efcort, who having 
come to procure a frefh fupply of pro- 
vifions, were returning to join him. 

The perfon I engaged to guide me, 
was an boneft rogue from Mexico. He 
behaved well to me apparently, but 
intereft was his only guide. He let 
the mule, which carried my baggage, 
ftray into the woods; I have no 
doubt on purpofe to have an excufe to 
fearch for it, and, during my abfence, 
a fufficient interval to rob me of fome 
linen, which it is probable he hid 
among the bufhes. 

The foil we paffed over was various, 
compofed of little elevations of ground 

retty extenfive, and of large valleys. 
n thefe valleys we faw meadows full 
of a herb remarkably high, and which 
apparently were marfhy in winter. 

e elevations were occupied by 
woods, of different forts of trees, in 
the moift grounds, and by very high 
and large pines.in the dry ones. I 
was farprized to fee a large quantit 
of pines laying on the ground, fo 
black that, when trod on, they look- 
ed as if they had been burned, and 
Tike charcoal afhes upon the ground. 
I remarked the fame thing of fome 








Orleans. to Mexico. 


that were flanding, but which were 
very old. At the furface of the earth 
the foot of the tree hecomes black, 
is reduced to powder, and Jofin 
its fupport, by degrees, falls. I coul 
not difcover the reafon of it; it is 
not caufed by rottennels, 


continuin 
deer, an 
wild dogs; of a middling fize, and 
flender; they make a noife different 
from the dogs and wolves of Europe, 


but are great cowards, and in great 5 


number. 


Although I paid my companions in ‘ 


this journey pretty well, confidering 
the country, a falfe delicacy made 
me always take a fhare with them in 
their labours, as far as my ftrength 
would permit. Since I left New 
Orleans I had flept out of doors ; the 
nights were become cool, the days 
were in comparifon very hot ; this, 
added to fatigue, brought on a fever, 
with which I was attacked about 
thirty leagues from Adaes.. This con- 
tinued until I reached Naquedoch 
I know not how I efcaped breaking 
my neck, either by falling from my 
horfe, or by ftrikingagainft the branches 
of the trees we met with in the way, 
When the fever attacked me, a giddinefs 
of the brain almoft took away my fenfes. 
We could not ftop, being obliged to 
reach fome rivulet before evening, 
where we might find water and grals 
for our horfes. When we arrived at 
Naquedoch, a little reft recovered 
my ftrength, and I was again reftored 
to health, We had paffed another 
miffion or fettlement, called the Aiffes, 
and thefe two were the only inhabited 
laces we met with. They are both 
in the neighbourhood of fome Indian 
villages of the fame names, which are 
fometimes friends and fometimes ene- 
mies to the Spaniards, 

At my arrival at Naquedoch, the 
old governor I have fpoken of gave 
me a pretty good reception ; but it 
was neceflary to return to Adaifles, 

to 


for the | 
weather, the foil, and the body of § 
the tree; were extremely dry: per. § 
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our route, we faw fome § 
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to procure provifions for the journey, me the proper places to fleep in, and 
not being able to find any at Naque- to feed my horfe. 
doch,’ or among the neighbouring At night I laid down to take my 
favages; for, as I have faid, you reft, and tied my horfe to fome 
muft take a journey of a hundred fhrubs, in a place where there was 
leagues, in thefe uncultivated coun- fome frefh herbage. 1 awaked, ac- 
tties, to reach the next poft. cording to my cultom, in the middle 
I departed alone, not being able to of the night, to remove him toa {pot 
find either a travelling companion, or where the herbage was neithér tram- 
afervant. During this little journey pled on or ate, but was much furpriz- 
of fifty leagues, I fometimes could ed not to find him: he had got loofe, 
not fufficiently admire the decrees of and ftrayed away. What were my re- 
Providence, as I lay repofing on a fleétions in this moment? I remain- 
bear’s fkin, which ferved me as a ed alone, without any conveyance, in 
bed, with my horfe tied to a buth, thefe vaft forefts, without provifions, 
and grazing at my fide, when I confi- or arms to procure me any, or to de- 
dered myfelf alone in thefe vaft forefts. fend me. I contemplated with grief 
I led a life nearly like that of an my two bear ‘kins and ‘ faddle, 
Indian ; for the beft provifions for which ferved me for bed and pillow, 
fuch'ajourney, and the moft conveni- and, for fear of lofing myfelf, I dared 
ent to carry, is a little meat dried in not go into the woods in fearch of my 
the fun, and fome flour of roaited horfe. Neceflity, however, foon o- 
Indian corn, which the Spaniards bliged me to afflume courage, and 
call pynole, This flour, wetted in having obferved by the moon the 
fome water, {wells prodigioufly, and direétion of the way, I went to feck 
a handful is fofficient fora meal. I him in the woods, Half an hour 
was much perplexed the day after my after I happily found him, grazing 
departure, having mifled my way, on the flope of a rivulet, where there 
and took a beaten path, which led to was fome frefh pafture; but I had 
an Indian village. I knew it by a now anew difficulty to takehim. At 
fight of their huts, in the form of a lal, by perfeverance, I fucceeded. I 
fugar loaf, which I faw through the had refolved within myfelf, rather 
trees time enough to make my retreat than return the way I came, either to 
undifcovered, ‘The darknefs and ob- addrefs myfelf to the favages, who 
feurity of the night faved me; forhad were enemies to the Spaniards, and 
the Indians awaked and feen, they who fometimes come into thefe coun- 
would immediately have fired at me, tries, or to fet off alone. Expericnce 
thinking I came either to reconnoitre has fince taught me, from the difficul- 
orto a them. ties L afterwards encountered in this 
The fame day, perceiving a troop journey, that the latter would have 
of Indians, 1 went out of the road to been impracticable for me, for it is 
eat my dinner, andto get ata diitance fo, even toa favage, if he is unac- 
from them, moved by an involuntary quainted wish thefe countries. 
fear, which Europeans ftill poflefs of | Having fupplied myfelf with that 
thefe people ; but I had fcarcely dif- kind of provifion I have fpoken of, I 
mounted, before I was joined by two fet out again for the miffion of Naque- 
Indian women, who afked me to doch. 
give them fome maize. I divided _ In the middle of the day on which [ 
what I had with them; but alittle fet out, chance, or my horfe, who, 
timeafter I was very agreeably furprized knowing the way better, was often my 
tofee. them return, and give me part guide, conducied me better than I 
of their cakesof wild fruits. Iwas over- could have done myfelf, and led me to 
whelmed with kindnefs by fome men the border of a {mall river, which I 
of their tribe whom I met foon after. had forded on my firft journey. I had 
fhewed me the way, and told been informed, that it was fometimes 
: Le VI, F {welled, 
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fwelled, as it was at this time; but 
they had direéted me to obferve whe- 
ther certain ftones which lay on the 
fide were overflowed or not, which 
would inform me whether the paflage 
was practicable. Thinking I had 
found them, I rode boldly into the 
bed of the river, but had not reached 
the middle when my horfe would not 
go forward ; although I preffed him 
much, he bounded backward, and 


F the Venetians inherited this fcience 

from the Greeks, it was not thofe 
moft certainly who were bufied in 
fathoming the myftical doétrine of 
the divine Plato; not from thofe 
Greeks whofe only knowledge con- 
fifted in fafting, and making an infini- 
ty of croffes before ill-formed figures, 
objects one moment of their worfhip, 
and the next of their deteftation; but 
from thofe who befieged Troy, who 
founded the numerous colonies in 
Afia, in Africa, and above all in 
Italy; from thofe who raifed the Pi- 
reus and the Colofflus of Rhodes, and 
laitly, from thofe Greeks who had 
the ability to conquer the fleets of 
Xerxes. 

True it is, that the Greeks of the 
iflahds and of Conftantinople alfo, 
in the 15th century, fled into Italy, 
and to Venice, more than any other 
place, on account of the threatening 
progrefs of the Ottomans. But was 
it poflible for any one to imagine that 
thefe fugitive and wandering Greeks 
could have brought to perfeétion the 
art of navigation in Venice? What 
navigation, what commerce was there 
remaining in Greece in thofe times ? 

The Eaftern empire having altered 
its face, and being on every fide re- 
duced, and confined within the narrow 
fimits of the very ftreight which joined 
the capital, had long ago renounced 
every maritime purfuit. From the 
14th. century to the prefent time the 
Venetians were able to fend out 2 nu- 


(To be continued. ) 
ESSAY on rue ancrent NAVIGATION or tHe VENETIANS, 
[ Continued. } 





appeared frightened. I was obliged 
to give him his way, and did not 
know what to do, being fearful I wag 
wrong, as the ford might be in ano- 
ther place. Itrufted to my horfe, put 
him forward, laying the bridle on his 
neck, and gave him the fpur, letting 
him take which way he would; he 
took a different one from that I 
had defigned, and carried me fafe 
through. 





merous fleet to befiege Conftantino- 
ple, to re-eftablifh a banifhed empe- 
ror on his throne; and afterwards pu- 
nifh his ingratitude, ftorm the city, 
and make themfelves mafters of a 
fourth part of the empire of the 
Greeks, 

Had the Greeks cultivated the art 
of navigation, had they applied them- 
felves to maritime concerns, why even 
at a period confiderably anterior to 
this famous and diftinguifhed epocha, 
did they purchafe fupport and defence 
of the Venetians againft the Normans 
and Saracens? al in what manner 
could the Venetians raife a large force 
at fea, and acquire the fame of un- 
rivalled navigators, unlefs they were 
poffefied of the art of navigation? 
This fame, however, is of as olda 
date asthe very foundation of the 
republic, if, according to the account 
of Caffliodorus, ‘even to the time of 
Theodoric the Oftrogoth, they ufed 
to navigate to great diftances, and the 
number of their veffels was im- 
menfe. 

It is a mere prejudice to fuppole 
that in thofe early ages the Vene- 
tians on their own feas made ufe of 
{mall veffels and row-boats only. 
firmly believe that they had fhipsas 
large as at prefent, or very little lefs; 
and as obje&s at a diftance appeaf 
lefs to the eye, fo the diftance of @ 
thoufand years and more, I imagine, 
may probably lead us into a miftake. 
The ground of his prio 
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the too common and ill-founded opi- taking Zara and Conftantinople. “On 
nion, that the republic of Venice had that expedition there were embarked 
its origin in darknefs : and poverty, four thoufand five hundred horfes, 
and that the founders of this republic, befides forty thoufand men, from 
the greateft and moft confpicuous whence a conclufion may be drawn, 
whic has ever been formed by man, of what fize the fhips compofing fuch 
except the republic of Rome, were a an armament maft have been, and 
fet of miferable fifhermen; an opi- which for three fucceflive years em- 
nion which I have more than once Ployed the whole of the arfenals be- 
combated, and whofe grofs fallacy I longing to the Venetian ftate. 
have fully proved in my abridgement Here let us paule, and give a mo- 
of the Venetian hiftory. ment’s reflection to the extraordi- 
In fact fuch prejudice being re- nary power of the republic in thofe 
moved, and examining with the eye very times, againft which we are fo 
of criticifm the documents of the ftrangely prepoffefled. ‘To thefe 
ancient hiftory of the Venetians, we ‘wo hundred and thirty veffels the 
find that from the earlieft ages they Venetians added fifty armed gallies, 
had a confiderable force at fea, which forming in the whole a fleet of two 
naturally conveys an idea that they hundred and eighty thips of war, 
poffefied the art of building, as well all carrying the Venctian flag ; bac 
as the fcience of fteering their veffels. till the republic was not arrived at 
How could they with fifhing fmacks its fummit of greatnefs, nor did it 
and {mall row-boats have ploughed poflefs one foot of ground in the 
the ocean to an immenfe extent? province of Lombardy. Amongft 
How could they have tranfported the thefe fhips there was one, the great- 
army fent by Juftinian to re-conquer eft after the triumphal veffel of 
Italy, under the condu& of Narfes; Claudius, which ever ploughed the 
how clear the Adriatic of Dalmatian Adriatic, called the World, One 
corfairs, how make head againft the would have withed that fome ao- 
power of the Saracens, or check the count of the dimenfions of this enor- 
courageous impetuofity of the Nor- mous fhip had been preferved, like 
mans? that of another, named the St. Mary, 
From the earlieft period of time which the republic granted to St. 
the fame of their courageous exploits Louis, King of France, in the expe- 
at fea, and of their knowledge in na- dition of 1268. The articles ‘of 
vigation were known to all the mari- convention between the king and 
time powers*, But this isconjeétare. the republic, fox the paflage into the 
We have no documents of older date Holy Land, were publifhed by Zan- 
than 1202, from which we can form netti, and from him we know that 
any idea of the fize of the Venetian government granted only three of 
thips, from whence it may be afcer- its fhipson public account, the other 
tained, whether or no veflels of fuch twelve being private thips. Even 
magnitude could fail along the coalt, thefe fifteen thips tranfported to the 
or venture into the high feas without Holy Land four thoufand horfes and 
the aid of the fcience of navigation. ten thoufand men, a number nota 
The Venetians employed one hundred little worthy of remark, as it fhews 
and ten large veflels, fixty gallies, the furprizing bulk of thofe thips, 
and as many floops, for the purpofe of of which the greateft was one hun- 
tranfporting beyond fea the troops of dred and eight feet long {Venetian 
the Franksand Burgundians on that meafure), and one hundred and ten 
famous Crufade which ended in the feet (fea meafure), that is to fay, 


——--———* Gens nulla valentior illis 
A-quoreis bellis, ratiumque per equora duttu. 
' - Willelmus Apul, 
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nearly aproaching to the dimenfions 
of one of our fhips of fixty gun. 
The Venetian firit rates are 125 feet 
keel (according to the laf defign 
427.) 

‘The fecond rates are in the keel 
r10 feet, and 34 feet beam. 

Here it fhould be remarked, fays 
Zannetti, that the marine of the 
Venetians was at this time changed 
in part, the tranfports no longer 
making ufe of oars; but I muft own 
I fhould have been happy, had he 
informed us when this reformation 
took place ; for what he feeins defi- 
rous of deducing from hence, in 
quoting the works of the Emperor 
Leo the Wife, on the art of war, 
is by no means reafonable. In that 
part he {peaks only of fhips armed 
for fighting, which had, as is natu- 
ral to fuppofe, the afliltance of oars, 
fo highly neceffary before the ufe of 
guns was eftablifhed ; and at a time 
when the marine art of war was in 
that form reduced to a fyftem in 
every part; but no mention is made 
of fhips of burthen for the tranfport 
of men, merchandife, and horfes, 
which as they went with fails in 
the year 1200, muit have been the 
fame fome time previous to that 
ra. 

Thefe fhips with fails alone were 
not I imagine ufed in war before the 
ninth century, and it fhould feem 
that neceflity alone firlt fuggeited 
the idea to the Venetians of arming 
then. In fact, an old chronologi- 
cal writer of our’s informs us, that 
the Venetians did not begin to ap- 
ply them to-this ufe previous to the 
year 838, when their fleet of 60 
gallies, which had been fent to Si- 
cily in favour of the Greeks, was 
difperfed or deftroyed by the Sara- 
cens, and alfo, after the other un- 
fortunate day of Sanfego, in which 
the Saracens again came off vidtori- 
ous, the Venetians found their force 
at fea fo reduced and. weakened, 
that the corfairs of Dalmatia even 
dared to infeft their Lagunes, and 
take poffeflion of Caorla and Grado, 
Then it was that the Doge Trado- 





nico difpatched the two fhips called 
Galandre, armed on a new principle 
for fighting. Thefe Galandre were 


certainly merchant fhips, and of § 
courfe with fails only, as is fully § 


proved by authentic documents, 


And, if I am not miftaken, thefe 1 
Galandre of our forefathers were F 
nothing more than the Palandre of § 


the moderns ; it being an eafy mat. 
ter to change the pronunciation of 
a letter, when we think of a fet of 
rough and unpolifhed mariners, and 
alfo fo many centuries back. | 
fhall not feek for the etymology of 
this word in the Greek di€tionary, 
being fatisfied it owes its origin to 
Venice rather than Greece; becaufe 
this fpecies of veffels feems the in- 
vention of the Venetians, whofe 
language, though not then Greek, 
had perhaps at an earlier period fome 
refemblance to it. 

Undoubtedly Leo the Wife, in his 
art of war, in all the feveral fpecies 
of fhips which he takes notice of, 
makes no mention of Galandre. We 
know of no Greek writers who have 
mentioned them before Theophanes, 
Cedrenus, Conftantine Porfirogenitus, 
Simon Logotheta, and others of a 
later date. Conftantine Porfirogenitus 
informs us, there were three forts of 
Galandre; fome of which, viz, the 
larger, were named Panfile, others Uf- 
aebe, and others fimple Galandre; The 
firft feem to have been armed, and 
folely adapted to the ufe of war, and, 
from their fuperiority in point of fize, 
were as fhips of the line and firft rates 
of thofe times. The fecond were 
calculated for the carrying of mer- 
chandize, and particularly horfes, 
and would correfpond with the tran- 
{ports, mentioned in the hiftory of 
the crufades, and to the hippagogi or 
horfe carriers of the antients. The 
third {pecies were laftly the fimple 
galandre, and I firmly believe they 
exactly agreed with the idea of our 
modern palandre. 

Thefe veffels are at this time, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of our arfenal, 
built in form of Marciliane, but with 
a {mall beak head, and two {mall 
windows 
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windows in the ftern. In one and 
the other they have bull’s eyes, from 
whence to be able to lower the cable, 
and moor the fhip. They are gene- 
rally fifty feet in the keel, and in 
breadth they commonly exceed one 
half their length. Their fides are 
rather elevated ; they have only one 
deck, which forms an ample area 
for containing many bomb carriages. 
They carry only one fail, with the 
maft in the middle, inclining fome- 
what towards the head. Thefe vef- 
fels are generally towed, and have 
only bombs on board, with their 
engineers, and a few {failors. 

It will be here proper to obferve, 
as we goon, that the etymology of 
the old names of fhips of the 
Venetians, Palandre, Tarete, Marci- 
liane, are evidently preferved in the 
Palandre, Tartans, and Marciliane, 
according to our modern fea phrafes. 
Zannetti was moft certainly miftaken 
when he derived the name of Marci- 
liane from Marfeilles, whilft it 
ftrikes every one that the name is 
derived from Merci (merchandife) 
for the carrying of which they were, 
and are, principally defigned. They 
always were and are merchant fhips, 
and commonly called Marzilians, o% 
Marcilians: thus we {pare the travel- 
ling to Marfeilles, (with which they 
had a commercial communication) 
in queft of aname; but it is not to 
be imagined that the antient Vene- 
tians found it neceffary to have 
recourfe to the Marfiglians to learn 
the art of thip building, or the 
names they thould give to the differ- 
ent {pecies of veffels, 

If then it is reafonable to fuppofe 
the antient galandre are the palandre 
of the moderns, and if thefe are 
thips fimply defigned for failing, my 
Opinion is at once more than pro- 
bable, that in the year 838, only 
thofe thips, which before they ufed 
for the fole purpofe of tran{porting 
merchandife, were then armed for 
thips of war, in compliance with 


the dictates of neceflity. The good 
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effect they had in driving the corfairs 
within the very walls of Caorle and 
Grado, made them fenfible of their 
great utility in naval and military 
expeditions, and they then were 
ranked among the fhips of war. 

There doesnot, however, remain a 
‘doubt but that in the early ages the 
ufe of fhips, folely adapted to fail- 
ing, was known, fince evén the 
Romans knewit, Should it be afked 
me in what manner it was poffible to 
reduce thefe trading veffels to the 
purpofe of war, at a time when 
guns and bombs were yet unknown, 
the anfwer I wil] make, is, that the 
antients had certain warlike engines 
to arm their thips with, and which 
rendered them truly formidable; and 
this is clearly demonftrated by Marin 
Sanudo in his work, where he lays 
down a plan for conquering the 
Holy Land. Nor is the opinion of 
the vulgar by any means fully afcer- 
tained, viz, that guns and bombs 
were not Known to the antient Vene- 
tians. For what were thofe engines 
or tubes, mentioned by the emperor 
Leo, which, with an explofion and 
{moke, darted their fire into the ene- 
mies’ fhips ; thofe engines, I repeat, 
lined and cafed with metal ;* shat fire 
accompanied with thunder and burning 
Jmoke? In my opinion, Franze is 
not wide of the truth, where, in de- 
{cribing the taking of Conftantinople 
by the Turks, he gives the name of 
Greek fire to the modern gunpow- 
der. 

The antient fhips of war which 
originally had fails and oars, had 
fometimes three of thefe engines 
placed forward near the head of the 
thip; but, in general, only one, as 
at prefent, is obfervable in the gallies, 
which have one great gun forward at 
the head. The Venetians had after. 
wards the credit of arming their 
fhips on one deck, but in what 
manner, and how they executed it, 
is not perfe@tly well known, 

However, if we take as a model 
the modern palandre, there is rea- 
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38 
fon to believe that from the inven- 
tion of the Venetians, ‘the bombs 
were fubftituted for the abovemen- 
tioned engines, probably on account 
of the elevation of the fides of the 
galandre. Certain it is, that the 
Venetians were already poffeffed of 
the power of managing thefe horrid 
implements of deftruétion about the 
middle of the thirteenth century ; 
for in the war of Chiozza, in the 
year 1380, they made ufe of them, 
throwing bails of 195 pounds weight, 
and with fuch force as to throw 
down, with one of thefe balls only, 
a part of the tower of Brondolo, and 
deftroyed Doria, and many of the 
foldiers. In that memorable war, 
Platina informs us, that there were 
few Venetian fhips which did not 
carry two or more of thefe bombs, 

I fhould too far depart from my 
original propofition, if I extended 
my reflections further on this fub- 
je@t. Returning then to my firf 
ground, it is admitted” that the 
Venetians had, from the earlict 
date of the Republic, decked thips, 
and with fails alone, of confiderable 
bulk, as I have already proved; it 
now remains for me only to prove, 
that they were in poffeffion of the 
{cience of conduéting them in open 
fea. Whoever is intimately ac- 
quainted with this feience, will 
hardly afk for proofs, well knowing 
the impoffibility of conduéting a thip 
in the open fea without the aid and 
aflitance of fea charts and a compafs; 
and we fhall prove that the Veneti- 
ans were not without fuch aid. 

That they were in poffeffion of 
fea charts, from the year 1300, is 
fufficiently proved from the defcrip- 
tion given by Sanudo of the eaftern 
coaft of the Mediterranean, and 
from the other charts conneéted with 
his works, which, it is not probable, 
were the firft which had been made 
for the purpotes of navigation. The 
fame author {peaks alfo of the-direc- 


* Attrahit certe amor originalis principii—Quum_potius magnes attrahit ferrum, quia 
nobiliori modo in magnete virtus fui principii Poli Arctici repetitur. 
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tion of the megnet towards the 
arctic pole, as of a thing commonly 
known in his time*. Why then 
will any one fay that Gioia D’Am. 
alfi invented the mariners compafe? 
Next to the charts of Sanudo, the © 
moft antient one remaining is that of | 
Zanettii, a Venetian, fold at the 
library of Parma for little more than 
feven-pence; and in fact it is not § 
worth much more, as it is only a copy 
of the old charts which were made at 
Venice for the ufe of navigation. I § 
have already proved elfewhere that the # 
original msaiiiannt been publithed a. § 
bout the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, at the time when they fixed 
the ftandard of St. Mark on the walls 
of Conttantinople. . 
Next in rotation comes the fa 
chart for navigating the North Sea, 
by the two brothers, Zeni, in 1380, 
preferved in a wooden cut of 1556, ff 
very fcarce indeed. 4 
Hitherto I have not heen fortunate 
enough to trace the original. I have 
however found in the library of St. 
Michael a Murano, a chart of a cer- 
tain Benincafa, a copier of nautical 
charts, dated 1471, in which is laid 
down the ifland of Frifeland, now 
loft, difcovered by the Zeni, and by 
them for the firft time defcribed. 
This chart of Benincafa among the 
MS. is the firft which contains the de- 
grees of latitude: but the numbers 
are wrong marked in a certain height. 
I fufpect that they have been added 
fince by fome ignorant monk. How. 
ever that be, the degrees are not 
wanting in the chart of Zeni, from 
whence I deduce an argument to prove 
that the Venetians knew alfo how to 
ufe the aftrolabe at fea, and take the 
altitude, either by the North Star, or 
by the Sun. 


Nor fhould this appear extraordi- 
nary or improbable, fince I could de- 
monftrate that the mathematics and 
trigonometrical calculation, were thea 
no fecrets with them, as has been fince 
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believed, grounded upon a fuppofi- 
tion that the {cience of the mathema- 
tics was abfolutely unknown in the 
aoe now ftiled the Times of Barba- 
rim. This knowledge was not how- 
ever very general. Far be it from 
me to attempt to prove that our an- 
ceftors were great pilots or famous 
mathematicians; but I will be bold 
to fay, that there always were, and 
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moré particularly among the higher 
rank of people, able navigators, whofe 
nautical knowledge was grounded not 
only in theory, but in practice, fuch 
muft have been the Zenit and Quirini, 
who fcowered the North Seas; fuch 
were the Cadamofti, and many others, 
the names of whom, with their un- 
dertakings, have not come within our 
knowledge. 


( To be continued. ) 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE LITERARY MAGAZINE. 


Ifend you a tranflation of the late Mr. Turgot’s Reflections. They are 
affirmed by his biographer, the Marquis de Condorcet, to be the germ 
from which the late Dr. Adam Smith formed his excellent treatife on the 


Wealth of Nations, This is its firft appearance in Englith. 


MERCATOR, 


REFLECTIONS on rue Formation AND Distrigution or RICHES, 


BY THE LATE MR. TURGOT, SOMETIME INTENDANT OF THE FINANCES 
OF FRANCE, 


Offendent terris hunt tantum, fata. 


$1. THe imporffibility of the ex- 
iflence of commerce upon 
the fuppofition of an equal divifion of 
lands, where every man would poffi/s 
only what is neceffary for his own fup- 
ort. 
f If the land was divided among all 
the inhabitants of a country, fo that 
each of them poffeffed precifely the 
quantity neceffary for his fupport, and 
nothing more, it is evident that all 
of them being equal, no one would 
work for another, neither would any 
of them poffefs wherewith to pay ano- 
ther for his labour, for each perfon 
having only fuch a quantity of land 
as was neceffary to produce a fub- 
fiftence, would confume all he fhould 
gather, and would not have any 
thing to give in exchange for the la- 
bour of others. 

§ 2. The above hypothefis neither has 
wor can exif, the diverfity of foils and 
multiplicity of wants compel an ex- 
change of the produdions of the earth, 
Ggainft other productions. 

This hypothefis never can have 


fin. 6. 


exifted, becaufe the earth has been 
cultivated before it has been di- 
vided ; the cultivation itfelf having 
been the only motive for a divifion, 
and for that law which fecures to every 
one his property. For the firit per- 
fons who have employed themfelves 
in cultivation, have probably worked 
as much land as their ftrength would 
permit, and confequently more than 
was neceflary for their own nourifh- 
ment. 

If this ftate could have exifted, it 
could not poflibly be durable, each 
one gathering from his field only 
a fubfiftence, and not having where- 
with to pay others for their labour, 
would not be enabled to fupply his 
other wants of lodging, cloathing, 
&e. &c. except by the labour of his 
hands, which would be nearly impoffi. 
ble, as every foil would not produce 
invariably the fame. 

The man whofe land was only fit 
to produce grain, and weuld neither 
bring forth cotton or fax, would 
want linen to cloath him. Another 
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would have ground proper for cot- time, of room, and. of materials, 

ton, which would not yield grain. which might be employed, either at © 
One would want wood for his fire, the fame time or fucceffively, to tan 9 
and another be deftitute of corn to a large quantity of fkins! But fhould & 
fupport him. Experience would foon he even fucceed in tanning a fingle 
teachevery one what fpecies of pro- fkin, he wants one pair of fhoes; © 
duétions his land was beft adapted to, what will he do with the remainder? | 
and he would confine himfelf to the Will he kill an ox to make this pair 
cultivation of it, in order to procure of thoes? Will he cut down a tree © 
himfelf thofe things he ftood in need to make a pair of wooden thoes? We § 
of, by an exchange with his neigh- may fay the fame thing of every other | 
bours, who, having on their part want of every other man, who, if he 
acquired the fame experience, would was a ste to his field, and the la FF 
have . cultivated thofe produ@ions bour of his own hands, would wafte © 
which were beft fuited to their land, much time, take much trouble, be 
and would have abandoned the culti- very badly equipped in every refpea, 
vation of any other. and would alfo cultivate his lands 

§ 3. The productions of the earth very ill. 

require long and difficult preparations, § 4. The neceffity of thefe prepara. | 
before they are made fit to fupply the tions, bring on the exchange of produce © 


avants of men. tions for labour. 
The productions which the earth The fame motive which has efta. ff 


fupplies to fatisfy the wants of man, blifhed the exchange of commodity 
will not, for the moft part, adminif- for commodity, between the cultiva- 
ter to thofe wants, in the ftate nature tors of lands of different natures, has 
affords them; it is necefiary they alfo neceflarily brought on the ex. 
fhould undergo different operations, change of commodities for labour, 
and be prepared by art. Wheat muit between the cultivators and another 
be converted into flour, then into portion of fociety, who fhall have 
bread; hides muft be drefled or preferred the occupation of preparing 
tanned; wool and cotton muft be and completing the produ@ions of 
fpun; filk muft be taken from the the earth, to the cultivation of it, 
cod; hemp and flax muft be foaked, Every one profits by this arrange. 
peeled, fpun, and wove into different ment, for every one attaching him. 
textures; then cut and fewed toge- felf to a peculiar fpecies of labour, 
ther again to make garments, &c. fucceeds much better therein. The 
lf the fame man who cultivates on hufbandman dra ws from his field the 
his own land thefe different articles, yreateft quantity it is able to produce, 
and who rifes them to fupply his and procures to himfelf, with greater 
wants, was obliged to perform all facility, all the other objeéts of his 
the intermediate operations himfelf, wants, by an exchange of his fuper- 
it is certain he would fucceed very flux, than he could have done by his 
badly. The greater part of thefe own labour. ‘The flioemaker, by. 
preparations require care, attention, making thoes for the hufbandman, fe- 
and a long expericrrze; all which are cures to himfelf a portion of the har- 
only to be acquired hy progreffive la- veft of the latter. Every workman 
bour, and that on a great quantity labours for the wants of the workmen 
of materials. Let us refer, for ex- of every other trade, who, on theig 
ample, to the preparation of hides: fide, toil alfo for him. 
what labourer can purfue all the par- —§ 5. Pre-eminence of the hufband- 
ticular things neceflary to thofe ope- man who produces, over the avtificer 
rations, which continue feveral who prepares. The hufbandman is the 
months, fometimes feveral years? fir/f mover in the circulation of labour: 
Ifhe is able to do it, can he do it it is be who canjes the earth to produce 
witha fingle hide? What a lofs of she wages of every artificer. . 
t 
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It. muft, however, be obferved that 
the hufbandman, furnifhing every one 
with the moft important and the moft 
confiderable objects of their confump- 
tion (I mean their food, and the ma- 
terials of almoft all manufaCiures) has 
the advantage of a greater degree of 
independence. His labour, among 
the different {pecies of labour, appro- 
priated to the different membeis of 
fociety, fupports the fame pre emi- 
nence and priority; as the procuring 
his food did among the different 
works he was obliged, in his folitary 
fate, to employ himfelf in, to minif- 
ter to his wants of every forts This 
isnot a pre-eminence of honour or 
of dignity, but of pdy/cal necdffity. 
The hufbandman can, generally {peak 
ing, fubfift without the labour of 
other workmen ; but no other work- 
men can labour, if the hufbandman 
does not provide him wherewith to 
exift. It is this circulation, which, 
by a reciprocal exchange of wants, 
renders mankind neceffary to each 
other, and which forms the bond of 
fociety: it is then the labour of the 
hofbandman which gives the firft 
movement. What his indultry caufes 
the earth to produce beyond his per- 
fonal wants, is the only fand for the 
falaries which all the other members 
of focie:y receive, in recompence for 
their toil. ‘The latter, by availing 
themfelves of the produce of this ex- 
change, to purchafe in their turn 
the commodities of the hufband- 
man, only return to him precifely 
what they have received. ‘There is 
here a very effential difference between 
thefe two f{pecies of labours, on which 
itis neceflary to reflect, and to be 
well afured of the ground they fland 
ony before we trutt to the innumera- 
ble confequences which flow from 
them. 

§ 6. The falary of the workman is 
limited by the competition among thofe 
who work for their fubjifience. He only 
gains a livelibood. 

The mere workman, who depends 
only on his hands and his induftry, 
has nothing but fuch part of his la- 
bour as he is able to difpofe of. He 
Vou, VI. 
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fells at a cheaper or a dearer price; but 
this high or low price does not de- 
pend on himfelfalone; it refults from 
the agreement he has made with the 
perfon who employs him. The latter 
pays him as little as he can help; as 
he has the choice from among a great 
number of workmen, he prefers the 
perfon who works cheapeit. The 
workmen are therefore obliged to 
lower their price in oppofition to each 
other. In every fpecies of labour it 
muft, and, in effect, it does happen, 
that the wages of the workman is 
confined merely to what is neceflary 
to procure him a fubfiftence. 

§ 8. The b ufoandm in is the only one 
whofe indufiry produces more than the 
avages of his labour. Hc, therefore, is 
the only fource of all riches. 

The fitvation of the hufbandman 
is materially different. ‘The foil, in- 
dependent of any other man, or of 
any agreement, pays him immedi- 
ately the price of his toil, Nature 
does not bargain with him, or com- 
pel him to content himfelf with what 
is abfolutely neceffary. What fhe 
grants is neither limited to his wants, 
nor to a conditional valuation of the 
price of his day’s work. It is a phy- 
fical confequence of the fertility of 
the foil, and of juftice, rather than 
of the difficulty of the means, which 
he has employed to render it fruitful. 
As foon as the labour of the hufband- 
man produces more than fuflicient for 
his neceffities, he can, with the ex- 
cefs which nature affords him of 
pure free-will, beyond the wages of 
his toils, purchafe the labour of 
other members of fociety. ‘Ihe lat- 
ter, in felling to him, only procures 
a livelihood; but the hufbandman, 
befides his fubfiftence, collects an inde- 
pendent and difpofable wealth, which 
he has not purchafed, but can fell. 
He is, therefore, thz only fource of 
all thofe riches which, by their cir- 
culation, animates the labours of fo- 
ciety ; becaufe he is the only. one 
whofe labour produces more than the 
wages of his toil. 

§ 8. Fir? divifion of fociety inta two 
claffes. the ane productive, or the cul- 

wivators, 
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tivators, the other ftipendiary, or the 
artificers. 

Here then is the whole fociety di- 
vided, by a neceflity founded on the 
nature of things, into two clafles, 
both induftrious, of which the one, 
by its labour, produces, or rather 
draws from the earth, riches conti- 
nually renewing, which fupply the 
whole fociety with fubfiftence, and 
with materials for all its wants. The 
other, employed in giving the faid ma- 
terials fuch preparations and forms as 
render them proper for the ule of 
man, felis to the firft perfon his la- 
bour, and receives in return a fub- 
fiftence. The firft may be called the 
produ@ive, the latter the feipendiary 
clafs. 

§.9. In the firft ages of focicty, the 
proprietors could not be diftinguijbed 
Srom the cultivators. 

Hitherto we have not diftinguifhed 
the hufbandman from the proprietor 
of the Jand; and in the firit origin 
they were not in fact diftinguifhed. 
It is by the labour of thofe who have 
firt cultivated the fields, and who 
have inclofed them, to fecure their har- 
veft, that all land has ceafed to be 
common to all, and that a property in 
the foil has been eftablifhed. Until 
focieties have been eftablifhed, and 
until the public ftrength, or the laws, 
hecoming fuperior to the force of in- 
dividuals, has been able to guarantee 
to every one the tranquil poffeffion of 
his property, againtt all invafion 
from without; the property in a 
field could only be fecured as it had 
been acquired, and by continuing to 
cultivate it; he could not have been 
afflured of having his field cultivated 
by the help of another perfon; and 
that perfon taking all the trouble, 
eould not eafily have comprehended 
that the whole harveft did not belong 
tohim. On the other hand, in this 
early age, when every induftrious 
man would find as much land as he 
wanted, he would not be tempted to 
Jabour for another. It necefiarily 
follows, that every proprietor mutt 
cultivate his own field or abandon it. 


§ 10. Progrefs of fociety: all lands 
come to have an owner. 

But the land begins to people, and 
to be cleared more and more. The 


beft lands are in procefs of time fully 
There remains only for § 


occupied. 
thofe who come lait, nothing but 


barren land, rejected by the firft oc : 


cupant: But at laft, every fpot has 
found a matter, and thofe who cannot 
gain a property therein, have no other 
refource but to exchange the labour 
of their hands in fome of the em. 
ployments of the ftipendiary clafs, 
for the excefs of commodities pof- 
feffed by the cultivating proprietor. 

§ 11. The proprietors begin to be able 
to cafe themfelves of the labour of cule 
tivation, by the belp of hired culti- 
wators. 

Mean time, fince the earth produces 
to the proprietor who cultivates it, not 
a fubfiftence only ; not only where- 
with to procure himfelf by way of 
exchange, what he otherwife wants, 
but alfo a confiderable fuperfluity; 
he is enabled with this fuperfluity, to 
pay other men to cultivate his land, 
And among thofe who live by wages, 
as many are content to labour in this 
employment as in any other. The 
proprietor, therefore, might then be 
eafed of the labour of culture, and he 
foon was fo. 

§ 12. Inequality in the diwifion of 
property: caufes which render that ine 
evitable, 

‘Lhe original proprietors would (as 
I have already mentioned) occupy as 
much iandas their ftrength would per- 
mit them to cultivate with their fa- 
milies. A man of greater ftrength, 
more laborious, more attentive about 
the future, would occupy more than 
a man of a contrary charatter. He, 
whofe family is the moft numerous, 
having greater wants and more hands, 
extends his pofleffions further; this 
is a firft caufe of inequality.—Every 
piece of ground is not equally fertile ; 
two men with the fame extent of 
land, may reap a very different har- 
velt ; this is a fecond fource of ine- 
quality.——Property in defcending 
from 
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from fathers to their children, di- 
vides into greater or lefs portions, ac- 
cording as the defcendants are more 
or lefs numerous. As one generation 
fucceeds another, fometimes the inhe- 
ritances again fubdivide, and fome- 
times re-unite again by the extinc- 
tion of fome of the branches; 
this is a third fource of inequality. 
The difference of knowledge, of ac- 
tivity, and, above all, the aconomy 
of fome, contrafted with the indolence, 
ination, and diflipation of others, 
is a fourth principle of inequality, 
and the moft powerful of all ; the neg- 
ligent and inattentive proprietor, who 
cultivates badly, who in a fruitful 
year confumes in frivolous things the 
whole of his fuperfluity, finds himfelf 
reduced on the leaft accident to re- 
queft afliftance from his more provi- 
dent neighbour, and to live by bor- 
rowing. If by any new accident, or 
bya continuation of his negligence, 
he finds himfelf not in a condition to 
repay, he is obliged to have recourfe 
to new loans, and at Jaft has no other 
refource but to abandon a part, or 
even the whole of his property to his 
creditor, who receives it as an equi- 
valent; or to aflign it to another, in 
exchange for other valuables with 
which he difcharges his obligation to 
his creditor. 

§ 13. Confequences of this inequality : 
The cultivator diftinguifhed from the 
proprietor. 

Thus is the property in the foil 
made fuljeét to purchafe and fale. 
The portion of the diffipating or un- 
fortunate, increafes the fhare of the 
more happy or wifer proprietor ; and 
in this infinite variety of poffeffions, 
it is not poflible but a great number 
of proprietors muft poffefs more than 
they can cultivate. Befides, itis very 
natural for a rich man to wifh for a 
tranquil enjoyment of his property, 
and inftead of employing his whole 
time in toilfome labour, he rather 
prefers giving a part of his fuperfluity 
to people to work for him. 

f 14. Divifion of the produce be- 
trween the cultivator and the proprictor. 
Net produce, or rewenute 
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By this new arrangement, the pro- 
duce of the land divides into two 
parts. The one comprehends the 
fubfiftence and the profits of the huf- 
bandman, which are the reward for 
his labour, and the condition on 
which he agrees to cultivate the field 
of the proprietor. ‘The other which 
remains, is that indeperdent and dif- 
pofable part, which the earth pro- 
duces as a free gift to him who culti- 
vates it, over and above what he has 
difburfed, and wages for his trouble ; 
and itis out of this fhare of the pro- 
prietor’s, or what is called the reve- 
nue, that he is enabled to live with- 
out labour, and which he can carry 
where he will. 

§ 15. A new divifion of fociety into 
three claffes, Cultivators, Artifcers, 
and Proprietors, or the produive ftipen- 
diary and difp:fable claffes. 

We now behold fociety divided into 
three branches ; the clafs of hufband- 
men, whom we may denominate culti- 
vators; the clafs of artificers and 
others, who work for hire upon the 
productions of the earth; and the 
clafs of proprietors, the only one 
which, not being confined by a want 
of fupport to a particular fpecies of 
labour, may be employed in the ge- 
neral fervice of fociety, as for war, and 
the adminiftration of juftice, either 
by a perfonal fervice, or by the pay- 
ment of a part of their revenue, with 
which the ftate may hire others to 
fill thefe employments, The appe!- 
lation which fuits the bef with this 
divifion, for this reafon, is that of 
the di/pofudle clafs. 

§ 16. R femblance beteween the two 
laborious, or not difpofable claffes. 

The two claffes of cultivators and 
artificers, refemble each other in 
many refpeéts, and particularly that 
thofe who compofe them do not pofs 
fefs any revenue, and both eqvally 
fubfitt on the wages which are paid 
them on the productigns of the earth. 
Beth have aifo shis circumftance in 
common, that they only gain the price 
of their labour and their difburfe- 
ments, and that this price is nearly 
the fame in the two clafle, The 

Gz proprictot 























































































































































































































44 M. Turget's Refleétions. 


proprietor agrecing with thofe who 
cultivate his ground to pay them as 
fmall a part as poffible of its produce, 
in the fame manner as he bargains 
with the fhoemaker to purchate his 
fhoes as cheapas he can. Ina word, 
neither the cultivator nor the artificer 
receive more than a bare recompenfe 
for their labour. 

§ 17. Effential difference between 
the two laborisus claffes. 

But there is this difference between 
the two fpecies of labour; that the 
work of the cultivator produces not 
only his own wages, but alfo that re- 
venue which ferves to pay all the dif- 
ferent claffes of artificers, and other 
ftipendiaries their falaries ; that is to 
fay, their parts of the productions of 
the earth, in exchange for their la- 
bour, and which docs not produce 
any revenue. ‘Whe proprietor enjoys 
nothing bu. by the labour of the cul- 
tivator. He receives from him his 
fubfiftence, and wherewith to pay for 
the labour of the other ftipendiaries. 
He has need of the cultivator by the 
neceflity arifing from the phy fical or- 
der of things, by which neceflity the 
earth is not fruitful without labour ; 
but the cultivator has no need of the 
proprietor but by virtue of human 
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FROM MR. BRUCE'S 


conventions, and of thofe civil laws 


which have guaranteed to the firk B 


cultivators and their heirs, the pro. 
perty in the lands they had occupied, 
even after they ceafed to cultivate 
them. But thefe laws can only fe. 
cure tothe idle man, that part of the 
production of his land which it pro. 
duces beyond the retribution due to 
the cultivators. The cultivator, con. 
fined as he is, to the ftipend for his 
labour, ftill preferves that natural and 
phyfical priority which renders him 
the firft mover of the whole machine 
of fociety, and which caufes both 
the fubfiftence and weatth of the pro. 
prietor, and the falaries paid for every 
other f{pecies of labour, to depend on 
his induftry. The artificer, on the 
contrary, receives his wages either 
of the proprietor or of the cultiva- 
tor, and only gives them in exchange 
for his work, an equivalent for his 
ftipend, and nothing more. 

Thus, although the cultivator and 
artificer neither of. them gain more 
than a recompenfe for their toil, yet 
the labour of the cultivator produces 
befides that recompenfe, a revenue 
to the proprietor, while the artificer 
does not produce any revenue either 
for himfelf or others. 






TRAVELS, 


[Continucd frem page 428, VoL. V.) 


E will now compare fome par- 
ticulars of the drefs and orna- 
ments of the twokings. ‘lhe king of 
Abyffinia wears his hair long, fo did 
the ancient kings of Perfiaz. A co- 
met had appeared in the war with 
Perfia, and was looked upon by the 
Romans as a bad omen. Vefpafian 
Jaughed at it, and faid, if it por- 
tended any ijl, it was to the king of 
etfia, becaufe, like him, it wore long 
hair. 

The diadem was, with the Per- 
fians, a mark of royalty, as with the 
Abyffinians, being compofed of the 
fame materials, and worn in the fume 





manner. Theking of Abyflinia wears 
it, while marching, as a mark of fo- 
vereignty, that does not impede of 
‘incommode hii, as any other heavier 
ornament would do, efpecially in hot 
weather. ‘This fillet furrounds his 
head above the hair, leaving the 
crown perfeéily uncovered, It is an 
offence of the firft magnitude for any 
perfon, at this time, to wear anf 
thing upon his head, efpecially white, 
unlefs for Mahometans, who wear 
caps, and over them a large white 
turban; or for priefts, who wear 
Jarge turbans of muflin alfo. 
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This was the diadem of the Per- 
fians, as appears from Lucian, who 
calls it a white fillet about the fore- 
head. In the dialogue between Dio- 

enes and Alexander, the head is 
Rid to be tied round with a white 
fillet; and Favorinus, fpeaking of 
Pompey, whofe leg was wound round 
with a white bandage, fays, it is no 
matter on what part of the body he 
wears a diadem. We read in Jufti- 
nian, that Alexander, leaping from his 
horfe, by accident wounded Lyfi- 
machus in the forchead with the point 
of his fpear, and the blood gufhed 
out fo violently that it could not be 
ftaunched, till the king took the dia- 
dem from his head, and with it 
bound up the wound; which, at that 
time, was looked upon as an omen, 
that Lyfimachus was to be king; and 
fo it foon after happened. 

The kings of Abyflinia anciently fat 
upon a gold throne, which is a large, 
convenient, oblong, fquare feat, like 
afmall bedftead, covered with Per- 
fian carpets, damafk, and cloth of 

old, with fteps leading up to it. 
tis ftill richly gilded, but the many 
revolutions and wars have much 
abridged their ancient magnificence. 
The portable throne was a gold ftool, 
like that curule ftool or chair ufed by 
the Romans, which we fee on me- 
dals. It was, in the Begemder war, 
changed to a very beautiful one of 
the fame form, inlaid with gold. 
Xerxts is faid to have heen fpettator 
of a naval fight, fitting upon a gold 
ftool. 

It is, in Abyfiinia, high treafon to 
fit upon any fet of the king's; and 
he that prefumed to do this, would 
be inftantly hewn to pieces, if there 
was no other collateral proof of his 
beinga madman. ‘The reader will 
find, in the courfe of my hiftory, a 
very ridiculous accident on this fub- 
jet, in the king’s tent, with Guan- 
goul, king of the Bertuma Galla. 

Itis probable that Alexander had 
heard of this law in Perfia, and dif- 
approved of it; for one day, it being 
extremely cold, the king, fitting in 
his chair before the fire, warming 
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and chafing his legs, faw a foldier, 
probably a Perfian, who had loft his 
feeling by extreme numbnefs. ‘The 
king immediately leaped from his 
chair, and ordered the foldier to be 
fet down upon it. ‘The fire foon 
brought him to his fenfes, but he had 
almoit loft them again with fear, by 
finding himfelf in the king’s feat. 
To whom Alexander faid, ‘* Re- 
** member, and dittinguifh how 
** much more advantageous to man 
‘* my government is than that of the 
“* kings of Perfia. By fitting down 
** on my feat, you have faved your 
“ life; by fitting on theirs, you 
“© would infallibly have loft it.” 

In Abyflinia it is confidered as a 
fundamental law of the land, that 
none of the royal family, who have 
any deformity, or bodily defe€, thall 
be allowed to fucceed to the crown; 
and for this purpofe, any of the 
princes, who may have efcaped from 
the mountain of Wechné, and who 
are afterwards taken, are mutilated 
in fome of their members, that thus 
they may be difqualified from ever 
fucceeding. In Perfia the fame was 
obferved. Procopius tells us, that 
Zames, the fon of Cabades, was ex- 
cluded from the throne; he was blind 
of one eye, the law of Perfia prohi- 
biting any perfon that had a bodily 
defect to be ele&ted king. 

The kings of Abyffinia were feldom 
feen by their fubjects. Juftinian fays, 
the Perfians hid the perfon of their 
king, to increafe their reverence for 
his majefty, And it was a law of 

Yeioces, king of the Medes, that no- 
body fhould be permitted to fee the 
king; which regulation was as ane 
cient as the time of Semiramis, whofe 
fon, Ninyas, is faid to have grown 
old in the palace, without ever having 
been known by being feen out of it. 

This abfurd ufage gave rife to ma- 
ny abufes. In Pertia it produced two 
officers, who were called the king’s 
eyes, and the king’s ear; and had 
the dangerous employment, I mean 
dangerous for the fubject, of feeing 
and hearing for their fovereign.. In 
Abyflinia, as I have jaft faid, it cre- 

ated 
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ated an officer called the king’s 
mouth, er voiee, for, being feen by 
noodoiy, he fpoke, sf-courle, in the 
thied perfon, Hear what the king 
* fays to you; which is the ufual 
form or ail regal mandates in Abyfi- 
nia; and what follows. has the force 
of lav. In the fame ftile, Jofephus 
thas begins an edit of Cyrus king of 
Peifia, *- Cyrus the king fays.”—And 
{peaking of Cambyfes’s  refcript, 
** Cambhyfes the king fays thus.’— 
And Efdras alfo, ‘* Thus faith Cyrus 
king of Perfia.”—And Nebuchadnez- 
zar fays to Holofernes, ** Thus faith 
the great king, lord of the whole 
earth.”—And this was probably the 
origin of edi@s, when writing was 
little ufed by fovereigns, and little 
underftood by the fubject. 

Solemn hunting-matches were al- 
ways in ufe, both with the kings of 
Abyffinia and thofe of Perfia. In 
both kingdoms it was a crime for a 
fubje& to ftrike the game till fach time 
as the king had thrown his lance at it. 
This abfurd cuftom was repealed by 
Artaxerxes Longimanus in one king 
dom, and by Yafous the Great in the 
other, fo late as the beginning of the 
laft century. 

The kings of Abyflinia are above 
all laws. ‘Shey are fupreme in all 
cafes ecclefiaftical and civil; the land 
and perfons of their fubje&s are 
equally their property ; and every in- 
habitant of their kingdom is born 
their flave ; if he bears a higher rank, 
it is by the king’s gift, for his neareit 
relations are accounted nothing bet- 
ter. The fame obtained in Perfia. 
Ariftotle calls the Perfian generals 
and nobles, flaves of the great king. 
Xerxes, reproving Pytheus the Ly- 
dian, when feeking to excufe one of 
his fons from going to war, fays, 
«© You that are iny flave, and bound 
** to follow. me with your wife and 
¢¢ all your family.”—And Gobryas 
fays to Cyrus, ‘* I deliver myfelf to 
** you, at once your companion and 
«¢ your flave.”’ 

There are’ feveral kinds of bread in 
Abyflinia, fome of different forts of 
teff, and fome of tocuflo, which alfo 
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vary in quality. The king of Abyf. 
finia eats of wheat bread, though not 
of every wheat, but of that only that 
grows in the province of Dembea, 
therefore called the king’s food. It 
was fo with the kings of Perfia, who § 
eat wheat bread, Herodotus fays, but 
only of a particular kind, as we learn § 
from Strabo. 

Ihave fhewn, in the courfe of the 
foregoing hiftory, that it always has 
been, and ftill is the cuftom of the 
kings of Abyffinia, to marry what 
number of wives they choofe; that 
thefe were not, therefore, all queens, & 
but that among them, there was one 
who: was confidered particularly as 
queen, and upon her head was placed 
the crown, and fhe was called 
Ithighé. 

Thus, in Perfia, we read that 
Ahafuerus loved Efther, who had 
found grace in his fight more than the 
other virgins, and he had placed a 
golden crown upon her head. And 
Jofephus informs us, that, when 
Efther was brought before the king, 
he was exceedingly delighted with 
her, and made her his lawful wife; 
and when the came into the palace, 
he puta crown upon her head; whe 
ther placing the crown upon the 
queen’s head had any civil effe@ as 
to regency in Perfia, as it had in 
Abytiinia, is what hiftory does not 
inform us. 

I have already obferved, that there 
is an officer called Serach Maffery, 
who watches before the king’s gate 
all night, and at the dawn of day 
cracks a whip tochace the wild beafts 
out of the town. ‘This, too, is the 
fignal for the king to rife, and fit, 
down in his judgment-feat. The fame 
cuftom was obferved in Perfia. Early 
in the morning an officer entered the 
king’s chanber, and faid to him, 
* Arife, O king! and take charge ol 
«€ thofe matters which Oroomafdes 
« has appointed you to the care of.” 

The king of Abyflinia never 1 
feen to walk, nor to fet his foot upon 
the ground out of his palace; and 
when he would difmount from the 


horfe or mule on which he rides, 
a8 
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has a fervant with a ftool, who places 
it properly for him for that purpofe. 
He rides into the anti-ehamber to 
the foot of his throne, or to the ftool 
placed inthe alcove of histent. We 


are told by Athenaedss Sach was the 

practice in Perfia, whofe ae J ever 

fet his foot upon the, ground gut of 
WPA 


his palace. Ka, 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE LITERARY MAGAZINE, 


GENTLEMEN, 


Anima pars melior noftri. 


N whatever point of view man is 

confidered, he prefents a great 
and interefting fubject of invettiga- 
tion. In him is difcernible every 
{pecies of life taken feparately, but 
he can be known only by certain ex- 
ternal appearances. Divine and im- 
material as the internal principle is, 
and however elevated by .its nature, 
beyond the reach of fenfe, it is ren- 
dered perceptible and vifible only by 
its correfpondence with the body, 
where it refides, and in which it atts 
and moves as in its proper element. 
That wifdom, which fo uniformly 
exifts throughout the whole creation, 
both animal and moral, is peculiarly 
difcernible in the formation of the 
body, which is fo nicely adapted to 
the various motions of the foul. All 
the various faculties which indifputa- 
bly belong to man, can never become 
afabjes for obfervation and refearch, 
but as they are manifefted in the bo- 
dy, by that which is vifible and per- 
ceptible. There is not in the whole 
extent of nature a fingle object whofe 
properties and virtues are difcovera- 
ble in any other way than by the ex- 
ternal relations Which fall under the 
examination of the fenfes. The ex- 
ternal indications determine the cha- 
ra€teriftic of each being ; and indeed 
man would be reduced to a ftate of 
total ignorance of every object a- 
round him, unlefs, through univerfal 
nature every {pecies of being refided 
in a perceptible exterior, which might 
announce at firft fight what it was, 
and furnifh a criterion to diftinguith 
it from what it was not. Thus we 
find that the organization of man 
tenders him difcernible from all the 
other inhabitants of the globe, and 


his form fuperlatively exalts him above 
all the vifible beings which exift a- 
round him. If we obferve the hu- 
man figure, we fhall find it an exqui- 
fite model of beauty and harmony. 
But how far fuperior to mere animal 
exittence is that intelligible and lively 
difplay of internal feeling; of defire, 
paflion, and will, and all that confti- 
tutes the moral life. ‘The foul, 
that ‘* divitie particula aure,”’ in 
which the dignity of human nature 
chiefly confifts, exhibits .its fuperiori- 
ty to the body in no refpeé fo much as 
in its immortality. All the heroes of 
antiquity, and all the deities which 
fancy has formed, and to whatever 
age or region they may belong, and 
with whatever attributes the imagina- 
tion of the poet may have decorated 
them; and even the moft fublime 
ideas of a God, which a Plato ora 
Socrates could conceive, can never be 
equalled to the produétion of the eter- 
nal mind, which if duly cultivated 
may fecure to itfelf fuch happinefs, 
as no external circumitances can an- 
noy. For though the boaft of abfo- 
lute independence is ridiculous and 
vain, yet a mean flexibility to évery 
impulfe, and defpondency under every 
misfortune, is below the- dignity of 
that mind, which, however weakened 
and depraved, owns its derivation 
from a celeftial original. A perfon of 
quick fenfibiliry and ative imagina- 
tion, though furrounded with what 
are ufually called calamities, will Jet 
his thoughts expatiate at large, arid 
feck for that variety 4nd comfort in 
hisown mind which external objects 
cannot afford him. Happinefs is 
fought after by numberlefs expedi- 
ents, yet is feldom obtained. A wife 

man 
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man only, whofe mind is ftored with 
virtue, and ftrengthened by exercife, 
will perceive the vanity of fuch pur- 
fuits, and will acknowledge that 
true felicity is not confined to place 


or time, but that it is to be found any 
where “ animus fi te mon deficit 


@ques.” a 
Northamptoz. BRUTUS, 


Among ether pleafing and inftruBive Articles with which this Magazine will § 
be enriched, we foall occafionally prefent cur Readers with the Characters of § 
the various Nations of Europe, when we can procure them drawn by 


mafterly Hands. 


We frall begin this Divifion of our Work with the Cha 


racer of the Englifh, written by a judicious Foreigner, who appears by 
mo Means influenced by Prejudice, and who, although he oceafionally lafos 
the Follies, at all Times does ample Fuftice to the Virtues of our Country. 


MEN 


CHARACTER 


OF THE 


ENGLISH. 


BY THE REV. DR. WENDEBORN, 


OME, perhaps, will think it not 
S very difficult to make a complete 
drawing of the Englith character, 
when fo many have already written 
on this fubject. They will fay, As 
you have refided fo long in this coun- 
try, you need only point out, from 
the obfervations of others, what is 
true, and reject that which is not; 
you may tell us where there is a like- 
nefs, and where there is none. I con- 
fefs, however, that after fome invef- 
tigation, this reafoning will not be 
found altogether juft. I have read 
what many have written on the fub- 
ject, both foreigners and Englith; 
but feveral things which they haye 
advanced as truly charaéteriftical, did 
not appear to me to be fo, and others 
I thought by no means fatisfaétory. 
Moft of the foreigners who have 
written on the Englifh nation, did, a 
few only excepted, refide but a fhort 
time in London, oftentimes without 
being fufficiently acquainted with the 
language of the country ; befides they 
frequented companies of no great 
note, coffee-houfes and play-houfes, 
and thought themfelves, afterwards, 
qualified to draw the pi¢ture of a na- 
tion, with whofe manners, genius, 
and modes of thinking, they were 
not much better acquainted than with 
thofe of a people whofe habitations 
they had feen merely on a geographi- 


cal map. ‘There is no trufting to this 
clafs of travellers, who take the 
much-corrupted manners of the me 
tropolis for thefe of the whole coun- 
try. ‘The farther off from London, 
the more, in general, the air, as 
well as the manners, grow purer, 
The people appear more civil and 
tractatile, more fociable and frugal, 
and more given tocleanlinefs, Rich. 
es and luxury are lefs vifible, but the 
generality of the inhabitants of the 
country feem to enjoy contentment, 
and the bleflings of liberty. This, 
probably, was formerly the cafe in a 
higher degree, before London be. 
came fo extenfive; and when the 
people who live at a diftance were 
not fo much infeéted with the mad 
defire of coming to the metropolis, 
and of eflablifhing themfelves there. 
The roads were formerly bad, and 
travelling tedious and expenfive; nor 
did the great and the rich fo frequent 
ly and expeditioufly, as they now 
do, go into the moft diftant parts pf 
the kingdom with their fervants and 
attendants, who carry the follies and 
vices of the capital fo fuccefsfully a 
mong the people who live remote 
from it. 

I have read fketches of the Eng- 
lifh national charaéter, drawn by 
Englifhmen themielves; but few of 
them are remarkable for their impat~ 

tiality. 
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tiality. Some reprefent it in a very 
loomy light, as if the nation were 
infected with every vice and immo- 
rality ; as if it were in a defponding 
ftate, and every virtue, and all kind 
of happinefs, on the point of de- 
parting from the ifland. Thefe mo- 
ral painters are generally over-pious 
enthufialts, who lofe fight of human 
nature, and are ready to facrifice to 
their unreafonable zeal all thofe whofe 
blood is not as thick and as heavy as 
their own. But they are no more to 
be credited than thofe who extol 
their nation and their country fo far 
above all others in the univerfe, as if 
no fenfe, no virtue, no happinefs, 
were to be met with but in their own 
ifland. Such prejudices and fach i- 
dle pride, betray only how unac- 
quainted with foreign countries thofe 
are who adopt them. In my opinion, 
the Englith, of all cultivated nations, 
approach the neareft to the character 
of what man, in reality, ought to 
be; and this, I think, is their chief 
charaGeriftic. Itis, likewife, avery 
jut obfervation of Mr. Huine, that 
* the Englith, of any people in the 
« univerfe, have the leaft of a na- 
* tional character; unlefs this very 
“ fingularity may pals for one.’* 
In former times, the refemblance be- 
tween the Englith and other nations 
was ftronger, and the fingularities now 
fo obfervable and ftriking to foreign. 
ers, are, principally, to be dated 
from that period when the revolution 
eftablifhed liberty and the conttitu- 
tion on furer ground, and oe to 
the manners and the way of think- 


Ng among the people a greater air 
of freedom, and confequently to their 
charaéter and government a different 
¢olouring from what it had before. 
Education forms, in all countries, 
the manners of the inhabitants, and 
that in England is fomething diffe- 


tent from all others. I cannot help 


thinking that the tafte of the Englifh, 
in regard to their modern gardening, 
refembles that which is generally 
fhewn in their manner of education. 
Nature is preferred to every thing; 
it is frequently affifted with a helping 
hand, but care is taken left art fhould 
fpoilit. This I take partly to be the 
reafon why the number of thofe who 
approach nearelt to the dignity and 
the deftination of man is greater a- 
mong the Englifh than among other 
nations. To ftudy to find out, as 
Montefquieu has done, a fyftem 
which, when followed, will form by 
rules, flaves for tyrants, is repugnant 
to humanity. Are we, if it were 
poffible, to alter human nature by e- 
ducation, that it may fit an artificial 
form of government; or are we ra- 
ther to adapt our governments to the 
nature of man? In England, both 
the inhabitants and the conftitution 
are formed for freedom. ‘That fer- 
vile refpect for thofe who are called 
people of quality, or for thofe pof- 
felled of riches, which is inculcated 
into children, by example as well as 
precept, in other countries,t is not 
very common in England. The 
pooreft man will be heard to fay that 
his fhilling is as good as that of the 
rich; and I have known inftances 
where patriotic fchoolmaiters would 
not punifh a boy who had tranfgrefied 
before he was found guilty by twelve 
of his fchool-fellows, to make them 
early fenfible of the privilege of a 
Briton, not to be judged in an arbi- 
trary or a defpotical way, but by his 
peers, or equals. In general, the 
children of both fexesin England are 
educated with a much greater degree 
of indulgence than in other coun- 
tries) In fome eminent grammar 
fchools, a kind of fevere puntfhment, 
called flogging, is ftill in ufe; but it 
is fuppoled that it rather hardens than 
reform:. 


[Te be continued. | 


* Hume's Effays, Vol. I. p. 215. 


+ The ftates of America are to be excepted, and alfo France, if the revolution { 
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La Vit pve Josern II. Emrereur 
p’ AtLtemMaGne. The Life of Fo- 
feph Ul. Emperor of Germany, by the 
Marquis de Carraccioli. Paris, 


1790. 
9 HE author of this life informs 


us, in a preliminary difcourfe, 
that having forefeen the death of the 
late emperor fome time before it hap- 
pened, he had employed himfelf in 
collecting materials to compofe his 
life ; that he had himfelf been a wit- 
nefs of feveral ufeful inftirutions and 
segulations, which owed their exift- 
ence to that prince; and had made 
diligent enquiry refpecting every 
thing that concerned him. 

Such precautions were certainly 
praife-worthy, but itis eafy to fee 
that the marquis is inclined to be the 

anegyrift of Jofeph, rather than an 

impartial biographer. However, the 
lite of this prince certainly affords 
ample matter for the contemplation 
of the philofopher, the legiflator, and 
the moralift. 

Circumftances, fays our author, led 
Jofeph on further than his genius 
would otherwife have carried him; 
and he often appeared ardent ina 
caufe, when he was only guided by 
events. Having thus prepared us for 
the charafter of his hero, he pro- 
ceeds to detail the events of his life. 

Jofeph, who was fprung from the 
royal houfes of Auitria and Lorraine, 
and could boatt of as high an anti- 
quity, and as noble a genealogy as 
any prince in Europe, was born in 
1748, during the war which arofe 
concerning the will of Charles VI. 
and at the age of fix montis was pre- 
fented by his mother to the ftates of 
Auftria at Prefburg, who, in‘an ani- 
mated f{peech, folicited their fupport, 
which was readily promifed. 

His mother educated him with 
great care, and inculcated into her 


fon the ftri€teft virtue. Hiftory and § 
geography he became perfeétly matter § 
of, and in 1754 he was invefted with § 
the order of the Golden Fleece. In & 
1757, he was attacked by the {mall 
pox, but happily recovered, and pur. 
fued his ftudies with great avidity. 
In 1760, he was married to Ifabella, 
infanta of Parma, grand daughter of 
Lewis XV.awoman for whom he had 
a high and deferved affection ; fhe in 
1760 brought him a daughter. Jo- 
feph ftill continued his ftudies, and 
was particularly fond of receiving im § 
ftruétion in the military art, from § 
thofe celebrated generals Daun, Lau. 
don, and Lacy. In 1761, he was ad. § 
mitted into the council of ftate, and 
the fame year had the misfortune to 
lofe the archduchefs his fpoufe, by a 
mifcarriage. ‘This lofs made Jofeph 
apply himfelf clofer than ever to 
ftudy, to divert his melancholy. He 
was foon after eleéted and crowned 
King of the Romans, and fucceeded 
his father as emperor in 1769. 
Jofeph immediately turned his at- 
tention to anumber of abufes in the 
adminiftration of juftice, and in his 
efforts was affifted by the celebrated 
prince Kaunitz. He reduced the 
number of his numerous attendants, 
iffued many ordinances for the eafe 
of the people, encouraged marriage, 
and did many a¢ts of particular be- 
nevolence.. The emperor had taken 
for his fecond wife Jofepha, daughter 
of the ele¢tor of Bavaria, whom he 
foon loft, and which determined him 
to think no more of marriage. He 
foon after vifited Rome incognito, 
during the conclave for the eleétion 
of a pope, occafioned by the death of 
Clement XIII. He entered the con- 
clave, and, contrary to the eftablifhed 
cuftom, was permitted to wear his 
fword. From Rome he proceeded 
to Naples, vifited Mount Vefuvius, 
the ruins of Pompsia, and every 
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thing worth notice, and then went to 
Florence, Turin, and returned to 
Schonbrun. 

He next fet off to have an inter- 
view with the king of Pruffia, with 
whom he had a long conference. 
The difmemberment of Poland foon 
after came on the carpet. Jofeph 
ftill proceeded in his plans of reform, 
by confent of the new |» 20 Many of 
the holy days which had been formerly 
kept, were fuppreffed, and fome of 
the religious were compelled to work 
for their living. The curates were 
direfted to difpofe of their lands 
to forma general fund, for an equal 
fupport for all paftors, of whom fome 
lived in affluence, while others wanted 
neceflaries. Another regulation does 
this prince the greateft honour, which 
was releafing the Auftrian peafants, 
who were /erfs, or flaves, from the 
injuftice and violence of their lords. 

Our author endeavours to palliate 
that unjuft action of Catharine, Jo- 
feph, and Frederic, the partitien of 
Poland, an a¢tion which policy may 
juftify, but equity never can. Jo- 
feph endeavoured by gentle means to 
conciliate the new fubjeéts he had 
gained by this treaty. He had fome 
time before married his fifter to 
the dauphin of France, who, in 
1774, became king by the death 
of Lewis XV. He foon after paid 
the new king and queen a vifit at Ver- 
failles. In this and his former jour- 
nies he travelled under the title of 
Count Falkenftein, and after having 
vifited many other parts of France, 
returned to Vienna. 

Every thing now feemed to an- 
nounce an approaching war, camps 
were formed, troops exerciféd, and 
memorials publifhed relative to the 
facceflion of Bavaria, andin July 
1778, the Proffian troops entered 
Saxony. The event of this war is 
well known, which terminated by 
the peace of Tefchen in 1779. 

An interview with Catharine, em- 
prefs of Ruffia, took place foon after, 
andin 1780, he had the misfortune 
to lofe his mother, the emprefs Maria 
Terefa, By her death he fucceeded 
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to all his hereditary eftates. Her 
death opened a way for Jofeph to pro- 
ceed farther in his plans of reform. 
He proceeded to the Low Countries, 
and thence to Holland. Were we to 
follow this reftlefs mortal through all] 
his poft-hafte journies, we fhould ne- 
ver have done. 

The nobleft a&s of Jofeph’s life 
were his granting toleration to the pro- 
teftants, and abolifhing flavery in 
Bohemia. ‘The bold fteps taken alfo 
againft the abufes of the clergy 
alarmed the pope, and the pontiff 
made a journey to Vienna to induce 
the emperor to change his purpofe. 

This prince not only paid great at- 
tention to political affairs, bat the 
fciences he alfo particularly attended 
to. Thefuppreflion of the convents, 
and of particular impofts, all tended 
to the welfare of his eftates. Happy 
for him could he have confined him- 
felf here; but he could not avoid 
difputes with his neighbours, in which 
he did not always come of with 
equal eclat. The conteft with Hol- 
land, the interview with Catharine, 
the fubfequent war, and the diltur- 
bance in the Low Countries, are re- 
cent events, and we!l known. 

But we muft now hatten to his latter 
end, which was long forefeen. When 
convinced of his approaching diffolu- 
tion, ** the grave (fays our author,) 
which opened before his eyes, did 
not appal him ;” he regulated his own 
funeral, on the day of his death, the 
2oth of February, :790, and expired 
foon after, at the age of 49. His 
character is drawn by his biographer 
in very favourable colours. ‘I’o ma- 
ny of his virtues we muft give our 
affent, but to the indifcriminate praife 
beftowed on him by the marquis, we 
can by no means accede, 
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the lefs merit the attention of an en- 
lightened reader. M. Koch here pre- 
fents a connected account of the hif- 
tory of the middle age, from the 
downfal of the Roman empire, in the 
weft, to the taking of Conflantino- 
ple by the Turks; that is, from the 
year 400 to 1481, the epocha of the 
death of Mahomet II. The different 
governments formed in Europe fince 
the fifth century, connetted by their 
fituation, have formed an union of 
interefls and commerce, which a 
conformity of language, religion, 
and manners has fince cemented more 
and more; thefe conneétions, which 
have advanced the progrefs of arts 
and {ciences, have likewife ferved to 
bring about great revolutions. Ma- 
ny nations, which have fucceffively 
held the rank of conquering powers, 
have extended their legiflation, arts, 
and inftitutions beyond their own 
territories. The influence of thefe 
revolutions over feveral ftates at once, 
and the variations which the fyftem 
of Europe has experienced, can only 
be fhewn by a general view. This 
is the plan of Mr. Koch’s work. 
His hiftory is divided into five pe- 
riods, agreeable ta the changes which 
have happened in the European fyf- 
tem during the ten centuries, which 
he denominates the middle age. 
Each period begins with the general 
revolution, is followed by a detailed 
hiftory of the preponderating ftate, 
and concludes with that of each ftate 
in particalar, 

Mr. Koch informs us, that this 
work will foon be followed with an 
account of the revolutions of the 
three lait ages. Although the author 
treats principally of Europe, yet he has 
not neglected the revolutions which 
have happened in Afia, when they 
have had any conneétion with the 
former, and as the principal duty of 
an hiftorian is to be true and exact, 
he bas taken care to eftablifh proofs 
of the principal events, and has added 
many ufeful notes concerning geo- 
graphy, chronology, and genealogy 
To render the work more ufeful, he 
has added chronological] tables of the 
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principal revolutions, and genealogi, 
cal tables of the principal royal fami, 
lies of Europe. 

In the firft period, our author gives 
a view of thofe innumerable hofts of 
barbarians which over-run the wef. 
tern part of the Roman empire, 
which gave birth to the principal 
kingdoms of Europe, and introduced 
every where the feodal cuftoms. Dur, 
ing this period the grandeur of the 

opes began, by mutual fuccour given 
by Stephen II. and Pepin, to each 
other. 

The fecond period extends from 
800 to 962. During this period 
Charlemagne and his defcendanty 
alone diftinguifhed themfelves, the 


other kingdoms merit little notice, 


Our author examines the caufe of the F 


decline of the vaft empire, which un. § 
der this prince embraced Gaul, great 
part of Germany, Italy, part of 
Spain and Panonia. He principally 
blames the feodal fyftem, nor does 
he neglect the divifion of the fove- 
reignties, the power of the nobles, 
the civil wars, and the incurfions of 
the Normans and Hungarians. In 
this period we find the origin of the 
Ottoman religion, the paflage of the 
Arabs into Europe, their eftablith. 
ment in Spain, and the decay of their 
empire, 

In thethird period from Otho the 
Great to Henry [II. who was thecaufe 
of the aggrandifement of the Germans, 
The congueft of Lorraine, the reuni- 
on of Italy and the imperial dignity, 
far from being advantageous to Gete 
many, were Raein of long wars, 
which brought on a decay of the im- 
perial authority, and the fall of the 
empire. The conqueft of Hungary 
by Henry III, was of more real fer- 
vice; and under him and Conrad IL 
the empire of Germany obtained its 
higheft pitch of grandeur and power, 

A fyftem of policy, followed by 
the popes, long fupported the autho- 
rity and credit of the Roman empe- 
rors. The whole body of Chrif- 
tians formed as it were but a fingle 
republic, whofe temporal chief was 
the emperor, and whofe fpiritaal = 
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the pope. As chiefs of Chriftianity, 
the emperors protected the Romith 
charch, commanded their armies a- 

inft. the Infidels, and believed them- 
faves alone invefted with the power 
to ereate kings. Boliflaus, duke of 
Poland, having in 1077, taken the 
royal dignity without the previous 
aflent of the emperor, the flates 
thought themfelves authorifed to de- 
clare war againft him. Of thepre-emi- 
nence enjoyed by the emperors of the 
middle age, the right of precedence 
isnow only allowed them. 

Mr. Koch here feems to believe 
that the emperors enjoyed the right 
of nominating, or at leaft of confirm- 
ing the popes; and we may ob- 
ferve, that the balance of power in 
Europe was transferred from the 
French tothe Germans. Our author 
inthis feftion alfo adverts to what 
afled in Spain, to the conqueit of 
England by the Normans, to the fuc- 
cefs of the famé people in Italy, and 
to the people of the North. He 
fpeaks alfo of the {chifim of the 
Greeks, the divifion of their empire, 
and the incurfions of the Turks and 
barbarians. 

The fourth period, from 1074 to 
1273, begins with the contetts be- 
tween the emperor and the papal fee, 
which fo long agitated Germany and 
Italy, and became the fource of the 
famous factions of the Guelfs and 
Gibelines, of which the former ad- 
hered to the pope, and the latter to 
theemperor. In this period we have 
the hiftory of the Crufades, and various 
otherinterefting fubjets, which our li- 
mits will not permit us to enter into. 
And the fifth period, which extends 
from the time of Rhodolphus of 
Hapfburg, to the taking of Conflan- 
tinople, embraces a {till more exten- 
five field, In {peaking of the revolu- 
tions which have altered the face of 
Europe, our author enters at large into 
thofe inventions which haye principal- 


ly contributed to effet them. One 
of thefe was the invention of gun- 
powder, and the other of printing. 
Of powder, he firlt takes a view of 
the difcovery of falt-petre, the great 
ingredient in it, the mixing it with 
fulphur and charcoal, to produce gun- 
powder, the application of this in- 
vention to fire-works, then to throw 
balls, and laftly, to mining. 

As to the invention of printing, fo 
long difputed between the cities of 
Mayence and Strafburg, Mr. Koch 
determines in favour of Strafbure. 

. o 

A difcovery full as ufeful, and 
which may be attributed to the fame 
period, was the invention of the ma- 
riners compafs. We do not find ei- 
ther among the Greek or Latin au- 
thors, any text which proves they had 
the knowledge of the direéting virtue 
of the magnet, although they fpeak 
of its power to attra¢t iron. Mr. 
Koch enters into an enquiry refpeét. 
ing the difcoverer of this admirablé 
property. The pretenfions of the Nor- 
mans he does not admit. The French, 
he admits, have fome claim to the 
difcovery, as one of their provincial 
poets has given a correct defcription 
of a mariner’s compafs. From the 
confideration of this invention, Mn 
Koch proceeds to refleétions on 
the progrels of commerce and navi- 
gation. 

Of the flyle of this work we fhall 
not fay much, as it certainly wants 
elegance. Nor is the tranfition our 
author makes from one fubje@ to ano- 
ther, well managed. The multipli- 
city of objeéts treated of, is rather 
fatiguing to the reader, but then we 
mutt confider that our author does not 
write merely a hiftory, but a general 
view of the times. On the whole, 
this work fhews deep refearches, and 
a profound ftudy of hiftory; and we 
fincerely hope M. Koch may fucceed 
as well in his intended work as he has 
ia this, 
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{ Continued. ) 
HE Felice left the Iphigenia at 

i Samboingan, preparing to take 
her foremaft on board. As foon as 

the Felice departed, the governor 
altered his conduét, and having 
learned that the Iphigenia had a con- 
fiderable quantity of iron on board, 
an article of the greateft value in thofe 
parts, he conceived a plan to get pof- 
feffion of it. The fhip being ready 
for fea, an officer was fent on fhore 
to iettle accounts with the governor, 
and was told by him, that his de- 
mand mutt be paid in iron, for which 
he would fettle the price. Befides 
this, the officer and boat’s crew were 
arrefted and put into a dungeon; a 
fecond party fent on fhore fhared the 
fame fate, and a proa with fifty men, 
was fent to take poffeffion of the fhip. 
Captain Douglas, on this, went on 
fhore, and after every expoftulation, 
was obliged to pay him feventy-eight 
bars of iron, near half his inveftment 
of that article. 

The fhip failed the 22d of Febru- 
ary, and on the oth of March, faw a 
{mall ifland, the natives of which 
came on board them, and bartered 
cocoa nuts and taro root for iron: 
they named it Johnftone’s ifland. It 
lies in lat, 3 deg. 11 min. N. long. 
and 131 deg. 12 min. E, 

About this time a fevere ficknefs 
afflicted the crew, and Tawnee, one 
of the Sandwich iflanders, died. 
On the 4th of April they difcovered 
fome iflands, the natives came off in 
their canoes, bringing cocoa nuts, 
and pronounced the word Englif,. 
Capt. Douglas continued to ftand off, 
and a boat followed the fhip fora 
long time. 

One of the people, he fays, cried 
out, from time to time, Eeboo, Eebhoo, 
and made figns for them to go back; 
and when he perceived that he could 
not perfuade them, his actions bore 
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the appearance of a man in the mof 
frantic diftrefs, 
followed them, making the fame 
figns ; but as the fhip had then fome 
dangerous rocks under her lee, no at- 
tention was paid to them. In fhort, 
Captain Douglas was then among the 
Pellew iflands, -and concludes that 


the canoes which followed his fhip, | 


were fent out with a view to meet 
Lee Boo, whofe amiable charater 
Mr. Keate has painted in fuch pleaf. 
ing colours. 

On the 13th April they faw the 
ifland of Amluk; and the 6th June, 
the ifland of Trinity, near the en- 
trance of Cook’s River, which they 
foon after reached, and where they 
intended to recruit their wood, water, 
and provifions. Many of the inha- 
bitants came on board. and, from their 
appearing armed, there was reafon to 
think they were at war, either with 
the Roffians or the Kodiac Indians. 
After ftaying here fome days, dif- 
patching the long-boat up the river 
without gaining any information, 
and ‘meeting with little fuccefs in 
trade, they failed to the fouthward. 
They touched at Snug-Corner cove, 
and proceeded along the coait to the 
fouthward, until they reached Crofs- 
cape, where they traded with the In- 
dians, and obferved among the peo- 
ple here, a very fingular circumftance. 
Among thofe favages, the women feem- 
ed to poffefs an acknowledged fuperics 
rity over the men, One of the chiefs 
having unintentionally interrupted a 
canoe (in which was a woman) from 
coming to the fhip: fhe feized a pad- 
dle and ftruck him violently with it 
on the head, and continued to repeat 
her blows; the afterwards cut him with 
aknife, and he was faved from fur- 
ther vengeance by Captain Douglas. 
This did not appear a power peculiar 
to her alone, for the men could not 
difpofe of a fkin until the women 
granted permiffion. 

On the 11th of Auguft they entered a 
bay which was named Sea-Otter har- 
bour, 
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bour,from the immenfe number of thofe 
animals they faw there. They alfo faw 
a great number of whales blowing. In 
lat. 52 deg. 7 min. N. they entered a 
bay which they called Port Meares, 
where they had fome fuccefs in trade, 
and continuing their courfe to the 
fouthward, on the 28th of Auguit 
they joined the Felice in Nootka 
Sound. Here they remained until 
the #7th of O&ober, and then failed in 
company with the fchooner called 
the North Weft America, for Owhy- 
hee, in the Sandwich iflands, where 
they arrived on the 6th of December. 
Tianna met his brother at Mowee ; 
their meeting was tender and affec- 
tionate. When they reached Owhy- 
hee, the king came on board and of- 
fered Captain Douglas every kind of 
afliftance. ; 

A few days after their arrival, the 
fchooner parted from her anchor, and 
Some of the natives were employed as 
divers to bring itup. The following 
ceremony was performed before they 
began: feveral calabathes with taro- 
root were prefented to the chief, 
who, after eating of it, gave three 
loud yells, and waved a piece of 
white cloth over his head as a fig- 
zal, on which fix men plunged into 
the water. Four of them remained 
under water about five minutes, the 
fifth about a minute longer, and came 
up almoit exhaufted, and the fixth 
near feven minutes and a half, when 
he appeared near the furface, but 
finking again. ‘Ihree of the divers 
plunged after him, and brought him 
up in a fenfelefs flate, the blood iffu- 
ing from his mouth and noltrils. 

hen he recoveredy he reported, 
that he had cleared the cable, but 
the anchor lay too deep to be reco- 
vered, Qn unmooring the fhip, to 
carry her into a fafer place, they 
found their cable cut, and as the 
king inftantly quitted the fhip, they 
had no doubt where to fix their fuf- 
Picion; and on ufing fome threats, 
the divers were employed and reco- 
vered the anchor. Tianna was landed 
here with his treafures, and the 
Iphigenia failed for Woahoo, and 
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from thence to Atooi and othes 
iflands, to procure provifions, with 
which being fupplied, they returned 
for the American coaft. Nothing 
remarkable occurred, except that be- 
tween lat. 36 19. and 36 10. N. and 
long. 208 and 210, it became ime 
poflible to fteer the fhip, the com- 
pafles flying about four or five points 
in a moment. 

In Nootka Sound they were inter- 
rupted, by the Spanifh officer, in their 
trade, which has been the caufe of 
the late difpute with Spain; but the 
Iphigenia being permitted to depart, 
fteered along the coait to the north- 
ward, and after endeavouring to open 
a trade in feveral places, they failed 
again for the Sandwich iflands, where 
adefign was formed to furprife the 
fhip, but happily prevented; and 
leaving that place, they came to an 
anchor at Macoa, in China, the 4th 
of Oober, 17389. 

To this voyage is added an ap- 
pendix, containing inftructions to 
Captain Meares, and from him to 
Captain Douglas, refpeéting the con- 
duct of the voyage; Mr. Meares’s 
memorial refpecting the feizure of 
the fhip; and various other papers. 
On the whole, we think this publi- 
cation is a valuable addition to our 
prefent collection of voyages. 


REMARKS ON THE VOYAGES OF 
Joun Meares, E/7. ix a letter 
to that gentleman ; by George Dixon, 
late commander of the Queen Char- 
lotte, in a voyage round the world, 
4to. pamphlet. 


CAPTAIN Dixon, who made 
the voyage round the world in com- 
pany with Capt. Portlock of the 
King George, feems much hurt at 
fome reflections which feem pointed 
at him in Meares’s voyage, and, in 
return, has attacked the narrative of 
the latter with great virulence, 
and, we think, has fhewn no litle 
portion of fpleen. 

** To point out half your abfurditics 
(he fays to Capt. Meares) would fill 

a vo- 
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a volume as large as your own. I hhall 
point out fome of your numerous er- 
rors, as they occurred to me.” 

Had Capt. Dixon confined his re- 
marks to fuch parts of the narrative 
as concern the nautical information, 
we fhould have allowed him more 
credit for this work; but as he intro- 
duces feveral circumftances with 
which the public have nothing to do, 
Wwe are apt to think private pique has 
greatly influenced him. 

Mr. Meares had accufed Captains 
Portlock and Dixon of furnifhing the 
{Indians with arms and ammunition, 
and here Dixon retorts the accufa- 
tion with fome degree of feverity. 
We fincerely with fome regulation 
was made to prevent thefe adventu- 
rers from putting our deftructive arms 
into the hands of thofe untutored 
favages. 

But the moft effential part of the 
objections, and the chief indeed, in 
which the public have any concern, 
is the laying down places in the 
charts in wrong latitudes. This, if 
true, is certainly a moft heavy 
charge, and is highly deferving of 
exemplary punifhment. As the cafe 
ftands, we are forry to fay, this 
difpute cannot be eafily decided, and 
we much fear fome future naviga- 
tors may have reafon to refleét on one 
or other of thefe gentlemen for hav- 
ing mifled them. 

Ve cannot conclude without ad- 
vifing thefe two feamen rather to 
drop any animofity they may have 
entertained againft each other, and 
jointly endeavour to fet each other 
right. This will certainly be a much 
more meritorious line of conduét, 
than, by recrimination, to bring dif- 
grace and throw doubts on both their 
ebfervations. 

A View or ENGLAND TOWARDS 
THE CLOSEOF THE EIGHTEENTH 
century. By Fred. dug. Wende- 
born, LL.D. Tranflated from the 
original German by the author him- 


felf. 2 vol. 8vo. . Robinfons. 


THE original of this work, the 
author informs us in-his-preface, was 
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publifhed in Germany about five yea 
ago, where it has been much read, 
and has been tranflated into othe 
languages. It was written, he fays, 
merely for the inftruction of his own 
countrymen, and with no intention 
of tranflating it into Englifh, until 
the Monthly Review took notice of 
it, and the author was informed feve. 
ral tranflations were in hand ; he then 
fet about it himfelf, and to make it 
more agreeable to his Englifh readers, 
has omitted fome paflages relative to 
matters well known. 

We have read this book with great 
fatisfaction, and although the work 
of a foreigner, who may be fu »pofed 
not fo well acquainted with che cit. 
cumftances as a native, yet we may 
pronounce it a valuable acquifition to 
the nation, as it contains much in 
formation, which we believe will be 


found new to the general run of 
readers. Mr, W. has fhewn great ob. 


fervation and great candour, and 
when he errs in his account of any 
particular circumftance, the errors afé 
fo trivial, thatit is more with a view 
for him to correét, that we take no. 
tice of them, than to criticife. 

Mr. W. begins his view with an 
account of th: Englith conftitution, 
in which he has avoided following 
the blunders of Montefyuieu, or the 
filly romances of Blackftone or De 
Lolme. 

Of the king, our author obferves, 
that his power, although limited, is 
yet very great. The right of the 
king to refufe his affeat to bills, is, 
although Mr. W. lays it dows 
as one of his rerogatives, we be 
lieve, not quite clear. Jt has not been 
exercifed fince the revolution, it has, 
we know, been denied in council, 
and it has been tacitly given up by 
the prefent monarch, by his ufing his 
influence to prevent Mr, Fox’s Incit 
bill from paffing the houfe of lords. 

Of the nobility, Mr. W. fpeaks 
with great fpirit. ‘They are, he ob 
ferves, numerous and rich, but the ftylt 
of life of many of them is fuch, that 
even their large incomes are not full 
cient for their extravagant sxpences 
Hence 
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Hence it arifes, that fome among 
them are burthened with debts, cringe 
at court, and are unmindful of their 
own dignity, and the welfare of their 
country.—Hear this, ye titled fy- 
cophants, and blufh, if you can, at 

own degeneracy. There have 
on Mr. W. obferves, many men 
of fcience and literature among the 
Englifh nobility, but the times feem 
to be altered. 

The commons, and people, are 
next confidered, and the ridiculous 
affeftation of confequence affumed 
by the gentry and commonalty, is 
well ridiculed. On prefenting an ad- 
drefs from the city of London, fays 
he, every .one whofe wife wifhes to 
be called my Jady, acquires the ho- 
nour of knighthood. The title of 
efquire is applied in a very degraded 
ftyle, and that of gentleman much 
more. fo. Among thefe he juftly 
reckons as a burthen to the country, 
the younger fons of the nobility, who 
are to be provided for at the public 
expence; to thefe may be added that 
oad the gentry wholive beyond their 
ortunes, and who come under the fame 
denomination. Of the houfe of com- 
mons, Mr. W. {peaks with refpect, 
and compares the eloquence of that 
houfe to that of Demoithenes and 
Cicero; but at the fame time re- 
marks on its ufelefs tendency, fince, 
on the call of the gueftion, the mi- 
nifter is fure of his majority. 


Mr, Wendeborn remarks, that fince 
monarchy, ariflocracy, and demo- 
cracy, have their imperfections, it is 
not eafy to be conceived, that acom- 
pound of thefe imperfeétions fhould 
become a perfection, Yet fuch is 
the Englith conftitution, which ap- 
pears to our author very defective, and 
that it contains within itfelf the caufes 
of its own deftruction. The power 
of the crown is very great, and, he 
july obferves, can generally pro- 
cure a majority in a houfes, and 
by thefe means it becomes in fa&t the 
legiflative power, and does as if 
es. It the minifter of the crowa 
fufficient money and patronage 

_— a majority, he is fafe, and 
ex. VI, 
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may govern as he likes, or as he is 
ordered by his mafters The royal 
power and prerogative are a perpetual 
thunder cloud hovering over the li- 
berties of the people.- The nobility 
incline to the fide of government. 
In the lower houfe the “majority are 
dependent on the minifter, by means 
of places and penfions, Thefe cire 
cumftances, and the duration of par- 
liament for feven years, forebode, 
Mr. Wendeborn thinks, no great fta- 
bility to the liberty of the Englifh. 
The Englith laws, courts of judi- 
cature, and manner of adminiftering 
juttice, are well defcribed ; but the 
collection of the ftatutes he calls a 
monfter in its kind. The army and 
navy are likewife properly noticed. 
‘The debts, taxes, provifion for the 
poor, population, commerce, and 
manufaétures, form the fubjetts of the 
next chapters; from the latter we 
fhall give che following extract: 


I have obferved, that feveral .modera 
Britifh writers, who have made the poli- 
tical ftate of England the fubjeé of theit 
enquiries, take great pains to eftablifh 
an opinion, as if Great Britain had, by 
no means, attained hitherto the fummit 
of her power and fplendour, and thata 
century would firft elapfe, before that 
period arrived. . 1 confefs | cannot per- 
fuade myfelf of the truth of this affer- 
tion. Riches, power, and what is called 
glory, are relative notions, Among pri- 
vate perfons and families, as well as a- 
mong nations, they refer to circumftances 
and fituations. It may be, that England, 
by her navigation, commerce, and .ma- 
nufadtures, acquires a greater plenty of 
money ; it may happen, that fhe increafes 
her navy and her armies, and becomes 
to be more-dreaded, envied, and hated 
by other nations; it is poffible that her 
landed intereft, her luxury, her impofts, 
and taxes, increafe; but is it to be exe 
peéted, that the Britifh nation will: pro- 
portionably become inore happy than 
others ? People who adopt this way of 
thinking, end who talk in fuch a ftrain, 
feem to forget, that true happinefs does 
not confit in mere imagination, but is as 
unique in its.kind as,truth itfelf. The lat- 
ter may differ in regard to the degrees 
of light and fhade in which it is feen by 
intelligent beings; the fqrmer admits 
likewife of degrees in which it is per- 
ceived and enjc + but, im fa@, a 
natures truth is: but one, and with heppi- 
nefs it is the fame, . 
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On this fuppofition, therefore, I hope 
to meet with indylgeace, when I venture 
to fay, paradoxical’as it may appear, that 
the ancient Britons, in Czfar’s time, 
without brilliant manufa@tures and an ex- 
tenfive commerce, might be deemed to 
have been equally happy with the prefent 
_Englith; perhaps more fo. I readily 
gent that they were infinitely poorer than 
hofe who call themfelves, in our days, 
Britons: but it fhould be remembered 
that their wants were very few. They 
underwent neither the troubles nor the 
danger which attended thofe who were in 
purfuit of riches; they knew nothing of 
the'cares to keep them; nor the plagues 
which attended thofe who fpend them in 
2 fafhionable manner, to procure to them- 
felves an imaginary happinefs, which they 
find, in the end, to be an empty phan- 
tom. The ancient Britons could eafily 
fatisfy their wants, and bear hardthips 
and advetfities more patiently, and with 
more indifference, than our modern En- 
glith, who are much given to fuicide, and 
many, of whom, notwithftanding their 
riches, their affluence, and their pride, 
lay violent hands on themfelves as well as 
the wretched, which, I prefume, was not 
the cafe among the Englifhof old. The 
great, fo very unequally divided, and 
partly imaginary riches, reduce the great- 
eft part of the nation to a ftate of necef- 
fitv, fince living is fo extravagantly dear, 
and more than half of what the middling 
people fpend for their fupport, goes to- 
wards government’s taxes and impofts. 
Sometimes neceflity, fometimes the inte- 
reR of the nation, fometimes honour, 
fometimes national pride, fometimes court 
intrigues, fometimes faétions and party 
animofities, will lead to almoft perpetual 
wars, in which the lives of thoufands are 
facrificed : for we poor mortals have alone 
found out that horrid art of fabricating 
weapons to deftroy our own fpecies, when 
even furious tygers, among themfelves, 
and cruel bears, as the poet fays, preferve 
ad everlafting peace. 


To be continued.) 


SxetCues, CHIEFLY RELATING 
vo tHe History, ReEticion, 
LEARNING, AND MANNERS OF 
zu® Hinnoos, With a concife 
Account of the prefent State of the 
native Powers of Hyadoftan. 8vo. 
Cadell. 


THE Hindoos are - le who, 
as.well.on account of their great an- 
tiquity: as the Singularity of | their 
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manners and cuftoms, well deferve 
the refearches of the learned. Ong 
author, in the work now before us, 
has net attempted a laboured ip 

uiry, but only fome few tketches on 
i hiftory, &c. of that fingular na 
tion: flight as they are, they have 

reat merit, and will, we flatter our. 
Rives, ftimulate others to a further 
inveftigation. 

Our author begins his work by 
fome general refle€tions on the hifto 
and religion of mankind, and juftly 
obferves that the enquiries to afcer. 
tain how the various countries of the 
world became peopled muft ever be 
in vain. Equally in the dark are we, 
when we endeavour to trace the rife 
and progrefs of religion, 


“ There is,” he fays, ‘* no nation, 
however barbarous, nor any indivi- 
dual, whatever, for the fake of falfe 
celebrity, he may pretend, who has 
not a fenfe of a fupreme ruling pow- 


7 


er. 


In this declaration we moft cordial- 
ly agree with him, and think Mr. 
Burke thould refleét on it, before he 
again dares to brand an enlightened 
nation with the epithet of Atheifts. 

All religions, he obferves, whether 
Chriftian, Mahomedan, or Hindoo, 
lay claim to a divine origin. Out 
author flightly examines thefe claims, 
and fhews that the firft light of natu- 
ral religion arofe from the eaft. 


He then proceeds to examine the 
doubtful opinions of Phericides, Py- 
thagoras, Socrates, Plato, Ariftotle, 
Zeno, and Epicerus, on that fubject, 
and of fome of the ancients, on the 
immortality of the foul. In the 
midft of thefe doubts, Chriftianity 
was announced, and, by clearin 
them up, made a great progrefs, 
Why this religion has made fo little 
advance among the Hindoos our au- 
thor afcribes to the religion of that 
people, which was held by them in 
the greateft refpeét, was averfe to all 
perfecution, and had already taught 
them the imniortality of the foul. 

Having 
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Having thus finifhed his firft, 
er introductory fketch, he proceeds, 
in the fecond, to enquire into the 
fources of information concerning 
Hindoftan. From our favourite an- 
cients, the Greeks and Romans, we 
learn but little; modern enquiries 
have affifted us greatly, and the per- 
fevering refearches of the Englifh and 
French have thrown great Fight on 
this fubject. 

The hiftory of Hindoftan occu- 
pies the third fketch, and we find an 
epic poem, founded on the wars be- 
tween the two branches of the houfe 
of Bnarats, above four thoufand 
ears old, and an account of a battle 
fought 3102 years before Chrift ; 
convincing proofs of the great anti- 
quity of that people. ‘The conquetts 
of India by Alexander, by Aurenge 
Zebe, by ‘Timor, and by Kouli 
Khan, are too well known to be re- 
peated. 

We cannot follow our author 
through the whole of hi: work, but 
fhall, hereafter, give our readers fuch 
extracts as we think worthy their 
notice, confining ourfelves here to an 
account of the outlines, 

Sketch IV, contains an account 
of the government, public buildings, 
forts, and refidences, of the Rajahs. 
Sketch V. of the Cafts, Sketch VI. 
of the Devotees. Sketch VII. of the 
Religion, Sketch VIII. of the My- 
thology. Sketch IX. of the Devo- 
tion and Worfhip. Sketch X. of 
the Learning and Philofophy of the 
Bramins. Sketch XI. of their Af- 
tronomy. Sketch XII. of their 
Manners and Cuftoms, and the work 
concludes with the hiftory and prefent 
political ftate of the Hindoos. 

Of the devotees of the Hindoo 
religion we have heard much, but 
the following account of thefe ex- 
traordinary people cannot be unac- 


ceptable, 


In every part of Hindoftan we meet 
with numbers of devotees, diftinguifhed 
by various names, but not reftriéted to 
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anycaft, They are fach from choice, and 
every Hindoo, except the Chandalah, is 
at liberty to adopt this mode of life. 

Of all the numerous claffes of devo- 
tees, none are fo much refpeéted as thé 
Saniaflies and Yogeys. They quit their 
relations, and every concern of life, and 
wander about the country, without any 
fixed abode. 

The precife diftin@ion between the 
Yogey and the Saniafly is not known: the 
former, in Sanfkrit, fignifies a devout per- 
fon; the latter, one who had entirely for- 
faken this world. It is faid, in the dia- 
logues between Krifhna and Arjoon, “* ip 
the Mahabarat.”’ 

Is it not improbable that fome of the 
paffages in the facred writings which were 
enigmatical, being underftood literally by 
the ignorant, have given rife to. thofe ex- 
travagant penances with which fome of 
the devotees torture themfelves? In one 
of the above quotations, they feem even 
to be condemned; the Yogey being faid 
to be more exalted than the Tapafivec, 
&e. 

I faw one of the latter, who, having 
made a vow to keep his arms conftantly 
extended over his head, with his hands 
clafped together, they weré become wi- 
thered and immoveable, Not long ago, 
one of them finifthed meafuring the dif- 
tance between Benares and Jaggernauty 
with his body, by alternately ftretching 
himfelf upon the ground, and rifing; 
which, if he. performed it as faithfully 
as he pretended, muft have taken jome 
years to accomplihh. : 

Some make vows to keep their arms 
croffed over their breafts for the reft of 
their days; others to keep their hands 
for ever fhut; and their nails are fome- 
times feen growing through the back of 
their hands; fome are chained to a parti- 
cular fpot, and others never lie down, but 
fleep leaning againft a tree. There are fre- 
quent inftances of devotees and penitents 
throwing themfelves under the wheels of 
the chariots* of Sheevah or Vifhnow, when 
the idol is drawn out to celebrate the 
feaft of a temple, and being thereby 
cruthed to death; and not long fince we 
faw an account of the aged father of a 
numcrous offspring, who devoted himfelf 
to the flames, to appeafe the wrath of a 
divinity, who, as he imagined, had, for 
fome time paft, affli&ed his family and 
neighbours with a mortal epidemical dif- 
eafe, 

The Pandarams on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel are followers of Sheevah; they 
rub their faces and bodies, and go about 
the towns and villages “finging the praifes 
of their ged. 


* Thefe chariots are, more properly, great, moveable towers, which require fome 


teds of men te draw them. 
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The Cary-patry Pandarams are a fet of 
religious perfons who make a vow never 
to {peak; they go to doors of houfes and 
demand charity by ftriking their hands 
together. They take nothing but rice, 
which is. given’ them ready prepared, 
and if it be fufficient to fatisfy their hun- 
get, they_pafs the reft of the day by fit- 
ting in the fhade, and fcarcely looking at 
any obje& that may come betore them. 

The Tadinuns go about begging, and 
finging the hiftory of the different incar- 
nations of Vifhnou, They beat a kind 
of tabor; and have hollow, brafs rings 
round their ancles, which, being filled 
with fmall pebbles, make a confiderable 
noife as they walk along. 

The ancients knew that there were dif- 
ferent clafles of devotees amongft the 
Hindoos. Strabo fpeaks of three, one 
that lived in the forefts, and among the 
Mountains; one that went naked, aod a 
third, lefs rigid, who frequented the 
towns and villages: but he, as well as 
ethers, frequently confounded them with 
the Brahmins. Thofe who came to the 
camp of Alexander and his officers are not 
faid to have gone naked, nor to have com- 
mitted any of thofe aéts of extravagance. 

Their Sane are uniformly and indo- 
lently decent, and they give themfelves 
up, more or lefs, to ftudy, according to 
their genius or character, 


A Gewerat View or SwepDeEN. 

" Containing, befides a Geographical 
Defeription of the Country, an Account 
of the Conftitution, Religion, C ivil 
and Criminal Laws. Internal Com- 
merce, Finances, Money, Weights, 
and Meafures. Tranflated from the 
French cf Mr. Catteau. 8vo. Ro- 
binfons, 


MR. Catteau, from a long re- 
fidence in Sweden, and a good know- 
ledge of the language, feems well qua- 
‘lified for the tafk he has undertaken. 
He takes a wide range, and has con- 
folted, he tells us, a variety of authors, 
to enable him to complete his plan ; 
but has fallen into the errors of many 
of his countrymen, and has omitted 
to quote his authorities as he proceeds, 
which takes greatly from the merit of 
the work. The political ftate of king- 
doms, every perfon of any degree in 
life, ought to be acquainted with, 
and this kind of knowledge, as the 
tranflator judicloufly obferves, is pe- 
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culiarly ufeful tothe natives of this 
country. 

Mr. Catteau firft treats of the foil, 
climate, and hiftory of Sweden; he 
then proceeds to an account of the 
king’s title, coronation, court, and 
refidence, in all which we do not 
find any thing worthy of repeating, 
The conneétion of Sweden with fo. 
reign powers, fhews the confequence 
that kingdom holds in the political 
fcale of Europe. It has had treaties 
with th¢ Empire, France, England, 
Hanover, Pruffia, Holland, Denmark, 
Poland, Turkey, and other powers; 
all of which Mr. Cazteau particula 
rizes, and many of them ftill exift. 

The contftitution of a country is an 
obje&t of great importance; on this 
Mr. Catteau dwells for fome length, 
There are few countries, he obferves, 
have undergone fo many changes of 
conftitution as Sweden. In the re 
moteft ages it had a monarch, a fe 
nate, and ftates. During the union 
of Calmar defpotifm reigned. Un. 
der Guftavus I. the fenate and ftates 
were powerful, and their privilege 
were preferved under Guftavus Adol- 
phus and his daughter. Charles X, 
propofed to humble them, but death 
put an end to his projects. Under 
the monarchy of Charles XJ. their 
influence increafed ; but that monarch 
in 1680, made himfelf abfolurely fo- 
vereign; and in 1719, the whole fu 
preme power reverted to the fates, 
the fovereign being wholly confined 
to the executive power, and to the 
appointment to offices, and in 1766, 
even thofe prerogatives were abridged, 
But in 1772, the great revolution was 
effeéted, which fixed the conftitution 
of Sweden on the following bafis. 


Theking thall be the only and fupreme 
chief of the nation; but bound to refpe@ 
the eftablifhed laws, which fhall alone de- 
termine refpcéting the honour, the hap 

inefs, and the lives of his fubje&ts. The 
enators fhall be his counfellors, and give 
him their advice, fometimes as a body, 
and fometimes feparately, The king, 
however, thall have the right of deciding, 
except in affairs of juftice, in which he 
fhall have only two votes, and a decifive 
vote in cafes where the votes upon both 
fides are equal. Senators appointed y 
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the king fhall be refponfible to him only. 
Other offices thall alfo be in his gift; a 
very important privilege, in a country 
where great fortunes are uncommon, and 
where there are few citizens who poflefs 
independence, The king may reftore to 
their honours and eftates, thofe whom the 
laws have deprived of them; and he may 

rdon fuch criminals as have been capi- 
tally conviéted. Different bodies thall 
be appointed to fupport the monarch in 
the internal adminiftration of the king- 
dom. The army fhall take an oath of fi- 
delity to the king and the ftates. The re- 
refentatives of the nation fhall not affem- 
Rie but when convoked by the king; and 
their deliberations fhall not continue be- 

nd three months at moft. The king 

all confult the ftates refpeéing any re- 
formation in the laws; and the ftates 
fhali confult him, in their turn, con- 
cerning the fame important obje&t. The 
king alone thall have the right of coining 
the current money; but he muft have the 
confent of the ftates, in order to change 
its value. Their confent is alfo neceffary 
for carrying on offenfive wars; but, if the 
kingdom is attacked, he may march 
troops into the ficld by his own authority, 
and even raife fubfidies, in cafes of ne- 
ceffity. Thefe fubfidies, however, thall 
ceafe with the war; and the ftates muft 
be then affembled, to take fuch meafures 
as may be thought moftexpedient. Their 
approbation fhall be requifite in all other 
cafes, in which the king may be defirous 
of levying new taxes. The ftates are em- 
owered to appoint the members of the 
ecret committee, who fhall] deliberate 
with the king upon fuch objeés as it may 
be thought advifable not to communicate 
to the public. The four orders fhall re- 
tain the privileges which they enjoy; 
but none of them, in particular, fhall ob- 
tain new ones, without the confent of the 
reft. Thefe privileges have often been a 
fource of divifion aid debate; thofe of 
the nobility are moft extenfive, and the 
other orders have upon more than one 
occafion, fhewn that they were jealous of 
them. The king alone fhall take upon 
him the adminifiration of the German 
provinces; but he fhall govern them ac- 
cording to the conventions of the peace 
of Weltphalia. The cities of Sweden 
fhall be maintained in the full poffeffion 
of thofe rights which they formerly ac- 
ised : but they thall, neverthelefs, re- 
ign them when the common good may 
require fuch a facrifice. The bank of 
Stockholm fhall remain under the guaran- 
tee of the ftates—a very material article 
for the profperity of the xingdom, as the 
fupport of national credit depends effen- 
tially upon it. The kingdom declared 
hereditary under Guftaves 1. fhall be fo 
for ever, The heir to the throne fhall 
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take his feat in the council at the age of 
eighteen, and at twenty he fhall be 
major. 

he new form of government was 
fanétioned by univerfal approbation, and 
the feeds of difcord feemed to be deftroyed 
by this revolution ; but the calm did not 
long continue, and new clouds ob{cured 
the political horizon of Sweden. About 
the end of the dict of 1778, the harmo- 
ny between the king and the reprefenta- 
tives of the nation wasa little interrupted ; 
but during that of 1786, a decided oppo- 
fition was formed, Of four propofitions 
offered by the king, one only was paffed. 
lt was refolved, that a junction of the 
three orders was neceffary to form a plve 
rality, except in cafes relating to taxes, or 
the particular privileges of each order. 
The ftates agreed alfo, that the term wel- 
fare, employed in the paragraph refpedt. 
ing the form of government which fixes 
the privileges of the citizen, fhould come. 
prehend offices likewife; and that people 
could not be deprived of them, without 
a legal procefs. The determination of 
the flates, on thefe two points, being come 
municated to the king, he declared that 
they were agreeable to his own ideas. 


Our author then goes on to recite 
the circumftances which followed, 
and then gives an account of the om 
ganization of the prefent diet. 


Itis compofed of the kipg and the four 
erders, the nobility, clergy, citizens, 
and peafants The nobility are divided 
into three claffes, that of counts and ba- 
rons, that of knights or ancient gentle- 
men, without titles, and that of efquires, 
Sven, comprehending all untitled gentle- 
men who have obtained letters of nobility 
fince the reiga of Charles XI. There are 
reckoned to be in Sweden 1300 noble fae 
milies, which is a great number in a king- 
dom containing {carcely three millions of 
inhabitants, The eldeft of each family 
fits in the diet, under the name of capué 
Saniliz,. The regulations drawn up by 
Guftavus Adoiphus, and known under 
the title of Regulations for the Hotel of the 
Nobility, ferve as a guide to this order 
during the fitting of the ftates, A mars 
fhal, appointed by the king, prefides over 
their Dibeasiant, and in his abfence the 
oldeft count. 

The fourteen prelates of the am oat 
that isto. fay, the. archbifhop of Upfal and 
the thirteen bifhops, have a right, by 
their offices, to affiit at the diet, and ow 
archdeaconrv deputes one or’ two repre~ 
fentatives, ele&ted by a plurality of vores, 
Every beneficed clergyman whatever has 
a right of voting.at thefe  eleéions;: 
but thofe generally chofen are arehdea- 
cons 
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cons of rectors. The expences of thefe 

deputies are defrayed by their conftitu- 

ents. The archbifhop of Upfal is fpeaket 
ofthe order, and failing him, the bithop 
of Linkeping. 

The citizens are reprefented by the de- 
puties of cities. Stockholm has ten; 
cities of the fecond clafs have two or 
three; and the reft fend only one. It fome- 
times happens} that two {mall cities are 
reprefented by the fame perfon, for the 
fake of economy, becaufe the expences 
of the deputies muft be defrayed by their 
eenftituents. To be qualified to vote, one 
wiuft be a citizen, and twenty-four yeats 
of age; thofe who are ele&ed muft have 
aifo attained to the fame age, and have 
been enrolled citizens three years. 

Farmers who cultivate lands belonging 
to them and their defcendants, as long as 
they fulfil their engagements with the 
¢rown, conftitute in the diet the order of 
peafants. Sweden is the only country 
where the reprefentatives of the body of 
labourers form a feparate and diftin& 
clafs in the national affembly. Many de- 
liberations refpe€ting the public interefts 
may arife, and many objeés may occur, 
which a peafant can neither be acquainted 
with nor appreciate; but there are many 
difcuffed alfo, which concern him in a 
peculiar manner, and for the explanation 
of which, his fentiments may be of the 
greateft utility. In difcuffions even which 
appear to be beyond his knowledge, he 
may catcH fome luminous points of view, 
if the fubje& be prefented to him ina 
proper light, without any falfe colouring, 
Plain good fenfe, and natural logic judge 
often as foundly, as the mind cultivated 
by application and ftudy. Each baili- 
wick appoints a deputy, anid defrays his 
expences. The order of the peafants, 
and that of the citizens, have a {peaker 
mamed by the king, who alfo appoints a 
fecretary to the pea‘ants; his office is a 
civil employment, and he has always a 
= deal of influence. The army may 

reprefented in the ftates when fum- 

suoned to attend by letters of convocation; 
the, colonels of the different regiments, 
and a certain number of commiffioned 
officers, are its deputies. There are in 
Sweden feveral proprictors of land, mines, 
and forges, who Caldas to none of the 
four orders of the kingdom; as this 
Glafs of citizens did not exift when the 
fates Were organifed, they are not at pre- 
fent-reprefented. 

The opening and clofing of the diet ex- 
hibits a grand and beaatiful fpe@acle. 
The: king, in ail the infighia of royal ma- 
jehy, goes from the callle to the cathe- 
draly followed by the ftates in procef- 
Gon, and divine fervice is performed as 
mies, execpt that the fermen is always 
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preached by a bifhop. From the cathe. 
dral his majefty repairs to a hall in the 
caftle, defined for receiving the reprefen. 
tatives of the nation; the spe | 18 thet 
formed, and the monarch, feated on his 
throne, delivers a difcourfe, to which 
the marfhal and the fpeakers return an 
anfwer. If there are any petitions to be 
laid before the ftates, they are read by 
the chancellor of the court. Every thing 
engeges the attention of the fpectator, in 
this auguft feene ; but nothing ftrikes him 
fo much as the part aéted byjthe peafants, 
How delightful to fee the labourer, ina 
fimple and ruftic drefs, take his feat clofe 
to other citizens; approach the throné 
with confidence, and {peak to his fove- 
reign without fear, and without embar. 
rafiment! Ye unfortunate peafants of 
Ruffia and Poland, how different is yout 
condition from this noble ftate of exift- 
ence! You moiften the earth with the 
fweat of your brows; you till it with 
pain ; and the {weet idea of none of thofe 
privileges or advantages which do honour 
to humanity, and exalt mankind, ever 
alleviates your misfortunes, or carries joy 
and confolation to your cottages! You 
have neither country nor poffeffions ; # 
cruel defpot facrifices you to his caprice ; 
and you dare not give vent to thofe coms 
plaints which a torn and bleeding heart 
conveys to your lips!. Forgive, O reader, 
this involuntary emotion of a foul which 
loves and refpeés all mortals, of whats 
ever rank they may be—of a foul which 
fuffers when it beholds man bent under 
the yoke of misfortune, and which is 
fhocked, and filled with indignation when 
it fees him vilified and degraded. 

When the ftates are affembled, they efta- 
blith, by means of ele€tors chofen bya 
plurality of voices, different committees, 
charged with the preliminary difcuffion of 
fach obje&s as are to be laid before them. 
Thefe committees tranfmit to their con- 
ftituents the refult of their enquiries, 
which ferve as a guide to the four orders 
in their decrees. 

The nobility fit in their own hotel; the 
clergy in the veftry of the cathedral; the 
citizens in a hall of the town-houfe; 
and the peafants in another hall of the 
fame buildings. 


The internal adminiftration, laws, 
religion, military eftablifhment, order 
of knighthood, revenues and expences, 
occupy the fubfequent books. The 
population of Sweden, as afcertained 
by a remarkable inftieution, called the 


Commiffion of Regifters, eftablifhed ia 


1741, is as follows: 
; 175% 








the cathe 
I in the n7gt 2,229,051 
reprefen. 7 253075599 
ly 34. the 1760 2,383,113 
d on his 3 2,466,568 
‘0 which 0 2,502,363 
eturn an 
ns to be 9 2,571,800 
read by 1772 2,584,261 
try thin ‘ 5 P 
‘ator, ig | And in 1782, the population was efti- 
kes him J mated at near three million. 
peafants. | The natural productions, cultiva- 
cat cle | #00, induftry, internal and foreign 
ofe 
throne | €ommerce, and finances, Mr. Catteau 
is fove | minutely imveftigates. The public 
embar. education, manners and cuftoms, lan- 
hae of guages, arts and {fciences, and anti- 
cui, | Quities, are the fubjects of the con. 
ith the | cluding hooks. Of ihe latter we thall 
t with | give the following extract: 
f thofe 
ronour The remains of antiquity to be found 
. ever Ff inSwedenare not fo remarkable as thofe 
Yo which appear to the traveller under the 
! You ff ferene fky of Afia, and on the claflical 
nS; % § ground of Italy and Greece; but they are 
rice; § neverthelefs interefting, as they fervetoelu- 
come f cidate feveral particulars refpecting the 
heart | hiftory of the world, and of man. The 
‘ader, | Swedes have always fet the higheft value 
vhich onthem. In the laft century, a multi- 
whats tude of works were publifhed on thefe 
hich monuments of remote ages, and the helps 
nder they might afford to thofe who with to 
h is beacquainted with the ancient hiftory of 
chen the kingdom. This was the favourite 
objeé&t of the refearches of Meffenius, 
tfkas Rudbeck, Verelius, and Peringfchald. 
ya Thefe learned men poffeffed as much pa- 
ees, triotifm as [cience; according to them, 
2 of necountry was fo ancient as Sweden, and 
eM, ao monarchy could be traced back fo far. 
On John Scheffer, of Strafburgh, when ap- 
13, pointed profeffor at Upfal, undertook to 
crs teverfe their whimfical and romantic fyf{- 
tems, The wrath of the patriotic anti- 
the quarics was on this account enflamed, and 
he the difpute became exceedingly warm. 
ec; Verelius diftinguifhed himfeif by his ar- 
he dour; and the Up/alia Antiqua of Scheffer, 
@ work abounding with erudition and 
found criticifm, occafioned between the 
two profeffors a controverfy which was 
Sy not terminated but by the intervention 
 f of the court. The principal ambition of 
, Verelius was, to prove that Sweden was 
¢ the country of thofe Goths who conquered 
rT the Romans ; as if it had been glorious to 
have for anceftors ignorant and barbarous 
. men, who carried deftruction and defola- 
7 tion along with them; and. who defaced 
the moft beautiful monuments of the arts 
the {ciences. 
At the diftance of half a mile from 
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Upfal, is a village named Gamla Up/ala, 
or Old Upfal, which was formerly the 
principal place where the worthippers of 
Oden affembled from all parts of the 
kingdom. A temple was erected here im 
honour of this deity; but when Chrifti- 
anity was introduced inte Sweden, it was 
ftripped of its idols, and of all thofe or- 
naments which related to paganifm. The 
edifice itfelf was, however, preferved, 
and it ftill ferves as a church to the inha- 
bitants of the village. 

A little farther from Upfal may be feen 
an extenfive plain, called Mora, where 
the Swedes formerly elected their kings. 
In this plain there is a heap of ftones called 
Moraftenar, or ftones of Mora; upon one 
of which, remarkable by its fize, the 
cleG&ted monarch, it is faid, mounted as 
upon athrone, inorder to receive the ho- 
mage of his fubje&s. On the reft were 
engraven his name, and the year in which 
he began to reign, Some of thefe ftones 
contain the figures of the three crowns 
which Sweden bears in its arms. Stones 
ranged ina circular form, placed for the 
moft part on fmall eminences, and in the 
centre of which arifes one higher than 
the reft, often attra& the attention 
of the traveller in Sweden, Thefe were 
tribunals, where juftice was formerly ad- 
miniftered : the principal judge was feated 
on the moitt elevated ftone, and the reft 
took their ftations around him. 

Runic monuments are found here in 
great abundance, particularly in Upland 
and Sudermania. They confift of {mall 
eminences, each of which has on its 
fummit a large ftone, fometimes plain, 
and fometimes carved and ornamented 
with ipfcriptions, Under thefe monu- 
ments are depofited the afhes and arms of 
Scandinavian heroes; thofe formidable 
warriors, concerning whom the Iflandie 
romances relate fuch wonderful prodi- 
gies. The infcriptions on them have fup- 
plied a vaft fieldifor the conje@tures of 
the Swedihh literati. From fome of them 
they have attempted to prove, that before 
the deftru&ion of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
the inhabitants of Scandinavia had ren- 
dered themfelves celebrated by their 
wars, and theiremigrations, This is cer- 
tainly carrying matters too far: all 
thefe infcriptions are in Runic chara» 
ters, which are peculiar to the ancient 
people of the North, and were brought 
into ufe by Oden. On feveral Runit~ 
monuments may be feen the figure of a 
crofs; this was the fymbel of the god 
Thor. 

Several monuments of the retnoteft 
ages are preferved in one of the veltries of 
the cathedral of Upfal. The moft te. 
markable of thefe is an old block of 
wood, which by fome rude chiffel has 
been cut iato the form of ahuman head. 
Certa 
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Certain Swedith antiquaries pretend, that 
this is the image of the god Thor, who 
was formerly adored, not only by the 
Scandinavians, but alfo by the Germans. 
He prefided over thunder, and the phe- 
nomena of the air: he was the Jupiter 
of the Romans, 

On the whole, this is a valuable 
Work, and at the prefent time pe- 
culiarly ufeful. 


Memorrs or THE Lire anv GAL- 
LANT Exports or ‘THE Oup 
HiGHLANDER, SerjEant Do- 
waLp Mac reop, whe having re- 
turned from Quebeck, wounded, with 
the corps of General Wolfe, awas ad- 
mitted an out penfioner of Chelfea 
Hofpital in 1759, and is now in the 
803d year of his age. Sewed, 2s. 


1791. 


THESE memoirs, which relate to a 
charafter that has, of late, heen 
brought a good deal under the public 
eye, are interefting not only on this 
account, but alfo from the engaging 
manner in which they are written, 
and the variety of collateral anecdotes 
with which the biographer has enrich- 
ed his narrative of the life and gallant 
exploits of this extraordinary veteran. 
We have many Narratives and 
Memoirs, many of them rela*ing 
to unworthy though notorious fub- 
jeéts ; and drawn up by mechanical 
writers. 

The memoirs under review relate 
to a character not lefs refpeGtable than 
fingular, and are compofed by a perfon 
of tafte and education, who at the 
fame time that he looks down on his 
fubject from the eminence of general 
fcience, adapts his ftyle, with humour 
and with eafe, though without vulga- 
rity, to his fubjed. 

Ponald Macleod, defcended from 
the Macdonalds of State, and the 
Macleods of Ulinifh in the Ifle of 
Skyé, was brought up in a manner, 
compared with which the education 
of the Spartan youth was luxury: 
The natural hardinefs and feverity of 
the Hebridean nurture being aggra- 
vated by that famine which affli€ted 
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Scotland for feven years towards the 
end of the laft century. 

After learning to read and write, 
he was bound apprentice to a ftone- 
cutter, or mafon, in Invernefs ; from 
whom, ftung with hunger, he made 
his efcape, and ‘wandered, bare-foot- 
ed, though in the depth of winter, 
through the Minegegg and Athol 
mountains: to the town of Perth, 
where after ferving in it about a year, 
as a fhop or errand boy, he enlifted, 
though not much turned of twelve, in 
the Scots Royals, then commanded by 
the Earl of Orkney. 

Our limits will not permit us to 
follow our heroic ferjeant through all 
the great fcenes in which he bore an 
honourable part, ina chronological or- 
der : we fhall only touch the principal 
of them in the briefeft mannerpoffible. 
He ferved three times in Germany 
and Flanders; once under the Duke 
of Marlborough, once under the Duke 
of Cumberland, and once, viz. ia 
1761-2, under the Marquis of Granby, 
He was long a ferjeant in the High. 
land Watch, afterwards formed into 
the 42d regiment; in which corps he 
had many and various accidents and 
adventures, not only in the field of 
battle, but where they were ftationed 
for enforcing the laws in the High- 
lands of Scotland and in Ireland, 
With the 42d regiment he went in 
1758 to America, and was from thence 
drafted into General Frazer’s regiment 
of Highlanders, the 78th, in order 
to do the duty of a drill ferjeant. 

After he was admitted an out-pen- 
fioner of Chelfea Hofpital, he went 
as a volunteer under General J. Camp- 
bel to Germany ; and on the break- 
ing out of the American war, tired of 
a peaceable life, fometimes at In- 
vernefs, and fometimes at Chelfea, 
where he followed different occupa- 
tions, he went and offered his fer. 
vices as a volunteer, to Sir Henry 
Clinton. 
him in Germany, was charmed with 
his fpiric, and kept him with him on 
half a guinea a week out of his own 
pocket, fo long as the army lay at 
Charleown ; but when they were 
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VERSES 


DECEMBER 21, 1787. 


OF THE TASK, &¢. 


bernas Regumque turres, 


door 
Of royal Aalls, and hovels of the poor. 


run 
The Nen’s barge-laden wave ; 
All thefe, life’s rambling journey done, 
Have found their home—the grave. 


Was man (frail always) made more frail 
Than in foregoing years? 

Did famine, or did plague prevail, 

That fo much death appears ? 


No; thefe were vigorous as their fires, 
Nor plague nor famine came ; 
This‘annual tribute Death requires, 
And never waves his claim. 


Like crouded foreft-trees we ftand, 

And fome are mark’d to fall ; 

The axe will {mite at God’s command, 
And foon thall {mite us all. 


Green as the bay-tree, ever green, 
With its new foliage on, 

The gay, the thoughtlefs have I feen; 
I pafs’d—and they were gone, 


Read, ye that run, the awful truth 
With which I charge my page; 
A worm is in the bud of youth, 
And at the root of age, 


No gaol health can health infure, 
or yet an hour to come ; 

No med’cine, tho’ it often cure, 
Can always baulk the tomb. 


And oh! that (humble as my lot, 
And fcorn'd as is’ my ftrain) 


May I not teach in vain, 
Vou. VI. 





about to move northward againft the the campaign, he very 
enemy, being unwilling to fubjec&t him home with-a-thip fraught with 
his aged volunteer to the fatigues of difpatches for Government, 


AIFIXED TO THE BILL OF MORTALITY 
POR THE TOWN OF NORTHAMPTON, 


WRITTEN BY MR. COWPER, AUTHOR 


Pallida mors @quo pulfat pede pauperum ta- 


MOR. LIB. I, 


Pale Death, with equal foot, ftrikes wide the 


HILE thirteen moons faw {moothly 
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So prays your clerk, with all his heart, 
And ere he quits his pen, 

Begs you at once to take Ais part, 
And anfwer all—Amzn ! 


x 


VERSES 


AFFIXED TO THE YEARLY BILL OF 
FOR THE TOWN oF 
NORTHAMPTON, DECEMBER 21, 1799, 


MORTALITY 


BY MR. COWPER. 


Ne commonentem recta fperne. Buchanan. 


Defpife not my good counfel, 


HE who fits from day to day 
Where the prifon’d lark is hung, 
Heedlefs of his loudeft lay, 
Hardly knows that he has fang. 


Where the watchman in his round 
Nightly lifts his voice on high, — 

None, accuftom’d to the found, 
Wake the fooner for his cry, 


So, your verfe-man, I, and clerk, 
Yearly in my fong proclaim 

Death at hand—yourfelves his mark—— 
And the foe’s unerring aim. 


Duly at my time I come 
Publifhing to all aloud— 

** Soon the grave muft be your home, 
s* And your only fuit a fhroud,” 


But the monitory ftrain, 
Oft repeated in your ears, 
Seems to found too much in vain, 
Wins no notice, wakes no fears. 


Can a truth, by all confefs'd 
Of fueh magnitude and weight, 
Grow, by being oft imprefs’d, 
Trivial as a parrot’s prate ? 


Pleafure's call attention wins, 
Hear it often as we may; 
New as ever feem our fas, 
Tho’ committed every day. 


Death and Fudgment, Heav'n and Hell— 
Thefe alone, fo often heard, 


Thefe truths, tho’ known, too much forgot, No more move us than the bell 


When fome ftranger is interr’d, 
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Oh, then, ere the turf or tomb 
Cover us from ev'ry eye, 

Spirit of Inftru€tion, come— 
Make us learn that we muf die! 


E 


BENEVOLENCE, 


ADDRESSED TO MR, J—— J——. 
WRITTEN DEC. 5) 1790. 


BY Ss. CG. 


LIKE to the orient fun that gilds the 
morn, 

When the dew gliftens on the blooming 
thorn, 

Is foft Benevolence, creating blifs, 

And antedating future happinefs ; 

At thy approach, joy glads the human 
heart, 

Pain in thy prefence feems to lofe its 
{mart ; 

The faded cheek a fluth of health affumes, 

The eye, frefh-{parkling, mis’ry’s face 
illumes ; 

The palfied hand of want no longer fhakes, 

When of thy bounty freely it partakes : 

Ah! mute might now have been the mufe’s 
tongue, 


The bard no more his lyre might e’er have 
ftrong, 

Had not thy goodnefs warm’d his torpid 
frame, 

Thy oil of friendfhip fed life’s feeble 
flame ; 


Again with praife of thee his bofom burns, 
Like one benighted when the day returns; 
Who, during darknefs, petrified with fear, 
Thought ev’ry danger lay in ambuhh near ; 
Is quite o’erpower’d with blils to view 


a dome, 
Sacred to ftrangers wandcr’d from their 
home. 
LIWE 8 


ADDRESSED TO THE SAME. 


WRITTEN AUGUST 24, 1790 


EIGN to accept, bleft friend of hu- 
man kind, 

Ffiufions flowing from a grateful mind; 

Jguoble fouls delight to blaft a name, 

To whifper fcandal, fecretly defame. 

To paie diftrefs you lend th’ attentive ear, 

O’er human frailty thed the pitying tear: 

With dauntlefs breaft the poor you e’er 
defend, 

And for reward upon their fmiles de- 
pend ; 

While many pafs in fenfual eafe their days, 

Live undeferving of their country’s praife; 

Noy heed the Orphan’s cry, the ‘widow’s 
moan, 

Apd e’en infujt the famifh’d wretch’s 
groan; 
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Yet what avails it thus to a& their part, 

When Death, terrific, points the fata! dart; 

When earthly grandeur can no longe 
charm, 

And waken’d confcience gives the dread 
alarm ? 


TO CLORINDA. 


q. 
LORINDA, can’ft thou ftill fufpe@, 
Still deem thy conftant fwain untrue} 
Whofe heart, tho’ hurt by your negle@, 
Remains attach’d to none but you? 
No other flame this breaft fhall own, 
In which thou reign’ft, and reign’ ft alone, 
Il 


For gold let fordid mifers pine, 

And heroes feek renown in arms : 
Renown and wealth I’d ftraight refign, 
If held in balance with thy charms; 

And count the facrifice but fmall, 
One {mile from thee outweighs it all! 
Ill. 


No longer then reje& my pray’r; 
Return of loveis all I claim; 

Ah! let me prove thee kind as fair, 
Nor blufh to own a mutual flame. 

Bleftin thy fmiles, beneath thine eye, 

There let me live, there let me die. 


Homerton, T. Dutton, 


ANSWER TO A PERSON EXPRESSING 
SuRPRISE AT THE AUTHOR'S Not 
SHEDDING TEARS ON READING THE 
Sorrows OF WERTER, 


By a Lapy, 


T HY felf-wrought forrows, Werter 
whilft I view, 
Why falls not o’er thy page foft pity’s 
dew ? 
Is there no tear for thy unhappy lot; 
Istendernefs no more, and love forgot? 
Has fifty winters turn’d my heart to {now; 
And dead the touch of fympathetic 
woe ? 
No-~—o’er this bofom fifty winters old, 
Love— wedded love—itill points his thafty 
of gold ; 
Still waves his purple wing, and o’er my 
urn 
His facred lamp with conftant flame fhall 
burn. 
—Not fo, thy torch of love,—in angry 
mood, 
By Furi¢s lighted—and put out in blood, 
From fcencs like thefe, affrighted Bity 
flew, 
And Horror froze the tear Compaflion 


drew; 

While from thy gloomy tale I learn to 
know, 

That virtuous tears alone for virtuous fore 
tows flow, 

THEATR ICAL 
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THEATRICAL INTELLIGENCE, 


f pe Theatres have begun to bring for- Catharine is again fecured ; the however 
ward their new pieces. On New efcapes, and is refcued by Cohenberg. 

Year’s Day, a new Opera, from the pen of A variety of comic incidents occurring 
Mr Cobb, was prefented to the public, in the village, near the {pot, form the under 


forthe firft time, at Drury-Lane, under plot. f 

the title of the Siege of Belgrade ;—the _ This Opera, although like all Mr. Cobb’s 

characters of which were reprefented as pieces, it has no claim to any thing above 
mediocrity, has yet ftrong claims upon the 








follows : 

: * town; the mufic is Storace’s, and may be 
The Serafkier, Mr. Kelly, called excellent. The airs are good; and 
Colonel Cohenberg, Mr. Palmer. the choruffes well managed, The aétors in 
Krohnfeldt, Mr. R. Palmer. general did gteat jultice to their charaéters, 
Ifmael, Mr, Fox. 
carat Mr, Suett, : At Covent-Garden, Mrs. Eften has 
Leopold, Mr. Bannifier, jun, played the charaéter of Lady Townley, ia 
Peter, Mr, Dignum, the Provoked Huiband, with fuccefs; the 
Anfelm, Mr, Cook. gave an eafy exhibition of the diffipated 
Michael, Mr, Hollingfworth. woman of fafhion. Holman performed 
Soldier, : Mr, Dubois. Lord Townley with more correétnefs and 
Catharine, Mrs.*Crouch. lefs a€tion than ufual attends his perform- 
Fatima, Mifi Hagleys ances. Munden has performed Darby in 
Lilla, Signora Storace. the Poor Soldier, and was encored in moft 
Ghita, Mrs. Bland. of the fongs. 


On Monday, Dec, 20, the new pan- 
The fcene of the Opera is fully ex- tomime of the Pifure of Paris was pré« 
plained by the title, it lying offthetownof duced, after the tragedy of Dougias. In 
Belgrade ; the Turkifh and Auftriancamps this play Mr. Fennel played Douglas, and 
lying on the oppofite fides of the river Da- Mr. Harley Glenalvon; both had a de- 
aube, with the villages adjacent. Itcon- ferved thare of applaufe. 
fits, according to Puff’s fyftem for form- The pantomime is intended to be a re- 
ing atragedy, of a principal and an under prefentation of the manners of the Parifians, 
plot. —The former 1s as follows; at the time of the foederation. It is confee 
The Serafkier, who is commander in quently interfperfed with dialogue, and had 
chief of the Turkith troops defending the Manager endeavoured to inculcate, by 
Belgrade, has, by a fcouting party, got this means, thofe noble fentiments which 
into his power the wife of Colonel Co- now actuate the French, we fhould have ap- 
henberg, an officer of the Auftrian army plauded his defign ; but inftcad of this, we 
then laying fiege to the town; end being find one of the nobleft fcencs which ever 
much enamoured of her, though ignorant did honour to the human race, difgraced by 
of her quality, he places her in his ferag- pantomime nonfenfe and mummery. The 
lio, to which an old convent is converted, fcenery of this piece conftitutes its chief 
being fituated near the Turkifh encamp- merit, and does great credit to the artilts; 
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ment, where he folicits her love, though but we cannot help exprefling our difap- 
in vain, probation, that the pleafing after-pieces 
Cohenberg, diftraéted at the lofsof his are to be laid afide, to make room for 
wife, to whom he had been but a fhort fuch trumpery as pantomime, merely that 
time contraéted, refolves on a hazardous the manager may have an opportunity of 
attempt to gain her freedom, for which /gucezing whole price out of fuch part of 
purpofe he boldly enters the Turkith camp, the audience asjcannot attend before the end 
and is brought into the prefence of the Se- of the third aét. Mr. Merry, who wrote 
tahkier, to whom he pretends to have the fongs, wethink might have employed 
brought letters, purporting that Cohen- his mufeto better purpofe. For fear the 
berg was difaffeéted to the Auftrians, and public fhould not pay due attention to this 
would on certain conditions, defert their curious performance, the play bills are 
cufe. By this artifice he gains a fight of filled much inthe pompous ftyle of thofe 
his beloved Catharine, difcovers himfelf to for a performance in a country barn, 

her, unobferved by the Serafkier; but, at- Although we condemn the manager for 
tempting to deliver a letter to her pri- bringing forward thofe filly performances, 
catcly, one of the attendants feizesandde- yet we muft highly applaud him for reviv- 
livers it to the Serafkier, by which Cohen- ing Jones's Ear/ of Efex, a tragedy, which, 
bergisbetrayed. Heis immediately feized, notwithfianding its merit, has lain on the 


thained, and thrown into a dungeon, and = hhelf _ twenty years, Ino the — 
So " ap 
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ry 

8nd Rutland, Mrs. Pope and Mrs. Eften 

-Pained additional fame. Willfon has 
—— Falftaff in Shakefpeare’s Henry 1V. 
nd feems a clofe copy of Shuter in that 

“haraéter. 

A tragedy, called The Widow of Malabar, 
which has been repeatedly performed at 
Mrs. Crefpigny’s private theatre, was pre- 
fented to the public, and very favourably 
received. The principal charaéters are 


Raymond, 
Officer, Mr. Evait. 

Firft Bramin, Mr. Harley. 
Second Bramin, Mr. Holman. 


Mifs Brunton, 
Mrs, Rock. 


Mr, Farren. 


fodamora, 
Fatima, 


The fable of this piece is extremely 
fimple. It is founded on the well-knowa, 
though fingular cuftom, peculiar to fome 

arts of India, of women devoting them- 
elves to the flames in honour of their de- 


MONTHLY 


Theatrical Intelligence. 


ceafed hufbands. Tothis ordeal Indamo 
ra, the Malabar widow, is condemned by 
the law of the country ; but entertaining a 
paffion for Raymond, a Britifh Officer, the 
very naturally feels the ftrongeft relué.- 
ance to the facrifice. After a variety of 
confliés and contending paffions, which 
excite a confiderable degree of intercf, 
the widow, at the moment the afcends the 
funeral pile, is happily refcued by a band 
of Britith foldiers, and united to Ray. 
mond. 

The Widow of Malabar, we underftand, 
is the produétion of Mifs Starke, whofe 
father was formerly the governor of the 
country where the fcene of the traged 
lies; of courfe the coflume of the piece is 
preferved with great truth. The procef- 
fion is extremely magnificent, and affords 
a very ftriking pi€ture of Oriental manners, 
The chara&ers were well fuftained, and 
the play was given out for a fecord repre- 
fentation with univerfal approbation, 


REGISTER, 


PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, 


N the Houfe of Commons, Friday, 
Dec. 10, an account was prefented from 
the Cuftoms of Scotland, ftating the num- 
ber of thips employed in the fouthern 
Whale-fifhery ; alfo an account from the 
Commiffioners of the northern lights, 
which were Ordered to be laid onthe table, 
Two petitions complaining of undue 
eleétions were prefented as follows : 

Seaford—Sir Godfrey Webfter; to be 
taken into confideration on the day ap-= 
pointed for the difcuffion of the other pe- 
titions prefented, complaining of the re- 
turn for the fame borrough. 

Shaftfbury---Winthrop Norton, Efq. on 
Tuefday, the 24th of May. 

The bill for effeéting the land tax was 
brought in by Mr. Rofe, and read a firft 
and fecond time. 

Mr. Wilberforce faid it was unneceffar 
for him to preface the motion which 
he had to make by any obfervations, 
which could only tend to confume the 
time of the Houfe ; it was at prefent his 
only intention, for the purpofe of proceed- 
ing further on the examination of witnef- 
fes, to move, 

That the Houfe do on Thurfday next 
refolve itfelf into a committee, to confider 
further of the African flave trades After 
a few words from Colonel Tarleton, the mo- 
tien was agreed to. 

. The order of the day being read, -that 
the Houfe fhould refolve itfelf into acom- 
mittee, a 

Mr, Steele moved, thatin the account 


of the charges of the late armaments, and 
the expences incurred in the ordnance, 
that the money expended for provifions 
for the troops in the Weft Indies be fub- 
mitted to the committee. 

Mr, Pitt ftated, that the amount of the 
whole was 2,456,000]. and that there re- 
mained to be voted to. defray the above 
expences 1,180,0001, In the article of 
ftores he faid there would be a diminution 
when the overplus was difpofed of. 

He next moved that the fum of 
1,565,000]. be granted te his Majefty to- 
wards defraying the expences incurred for 
and by equipping the army. 

General Burgoyne called the attention of 
the Houfe to the expences which were 
incurred by the raifing of the independent 
companies. Thefe new levies, according 
to the proper acceptatiom of the words, 
thefe new regiments, he reprobated as ala- 
vith andimprovident meafure. The rail- 
ing independent companies, which he con- 
fadered as a new corps, marked the want 
of economy, and was injudicious in the 
extreme. 

The General concluded by lamenting 
the indeceney with which military gentle 
men had been treated, and prediéted that 
it muft ever be the cafe as long as that im- 
perfe€tion in, the conftitution remainedy 
which did not oblige us to have a refpon- 
fable military Minifter. ‘ 

Mr, Pitt faid, that although he did net 
mean to enter into the difeuffion of 4 
queftion that at prefent he thought rather 

pres 
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mature, fill he would make an obfer- 
vation or two from what had fallen from 
the Honourable General, He expeéted 
that the General would have made fome 
notion purporting, that the Independent 
Companies, which no acceptance of the 
word cao juftify to be pronounced New 
Corps, were unneceffary, and that the 
arrangements made were lavih and fu. 

ous. 

If this was the cafe, he hoped that the 
Houfe would have exercifed its judgment, 
and that the honourable Member would 
with his ufual zeal and a€tivity have fpoken 
at large to the queftion. As this was not 
thecafe, he hoped the Houfe would fuf- 
pend its judgment, until the queftion, ac- 
companied with the particulars attending 
the bufinefs, was properly offered to their 
confideration. 

The Secretary at War defended the con- 
du& of Minifters on this occafion, and 
maintained, that as it was their duty to 

the men at all events by the readieft 
method that could be expedient, that the 
whole of the bufine{s had been condu¢ted 
ascheaply as poflible. 

Colonel Phipps, Mr. Francis, Mr, Pitt, 
Mr Fox, The Secretary at War, and Col. 
Tarleton {poke, and 

The feveral refolutions were then put and 
carried, 

In the Houfe of Lords, Monday, Dec. 
1g, Thomas Morton, Efq. Secretary to 


the company, = at the bar, and 


prefented a lift of the Hon. the Eaft India 
Company's Eftablifhment, both civil and 
military, in the Eaft Indies. 

Mr. Steele prefented the accounts from 
the Treafury. 

Lord Kinnowl rofe before the order of the 
day was read, and flated, that previous 
tothe entering into the difcuffion of the 
Convention, it was their Lordthips right 
to have all the memorials, eteohhiag the 
convention with Spain, from the roth of 
Oéober to the 28th of February, laid on 
thetable ; he faid it was utterly impoffible 
for their Lordfhips to form any juit ideaof 
the convention from the papers'that were 
already before them ; he would, therefore, 
move that an humble addrefs be prefented 
tohis Majefty, praying that he would be 
gtacioufly pleafedjto give dire€tions thatall 
the memorials relating to the convention, 
from the 10th of Odtober to the 28th of 
February, be laid on the table for their 
Lordhhips infpe€ion. 

The Duke of Montrofe conceived that the 
papers already on the table conveyed in 
the fulleft manner all the information ne- 
ceflary to enable their Lordhips to enter 
into the immediate difcuffion of the merits 
of the convention, which, in his opinion, 
on being properly difcuffed, would te- 
fle& additional credit on the condu@ of 
his Majefty’s Minifters. difplay the many 


Regifler. 69 


advantages that this country would reap 
from its being entered into, and throw 
more luftre and reputation on the already 
eftablifhed chara&er of the Britifh nation. 

Lord Kinnoul’s motion was then puty 
and negatived without a divifion. 

The Lord Chancellor then moved, that the 
order of the day be now read. 

The Duke of Montrofe moved an humble 
addrefs to his Majefty; which was couched 
in terms that warmly acknowledged his 
Majefty’s very zealous and paternal care 
of the welfare of his fubje&s in bring- 
ing about a negotiation between this coun- 
try and Spain. Commenting on the great 
advantages that this nation would derive 
from it, and pafling many culogiums on 
the very prudent condué of the Miniftry, 
he faid, refpe€ing the convention, that 
Houle, he was well affured, could have 
but one opinion. The papers already on 
the table expounded all that was necetlary 
to be explained. Nothing now remained 
fortheir Lordthips, but to vote an humble 
addrefsto his Majefty, The Duke then 
concluded by moving the addrefs. 

Lord Glafgow rofe to fecond the mo- 
tion. 

Lord Coventry heartily concurred with’ 
the Noble Lords who made and feconded 
the motion, 

Lord Rawdon {aid, that no Noble Lord 
was more ready to vote an addrefs to 
his Majefty than he was; but on the pre-: 
fent occafion the manner in which that 
addrefs was intended to be voted, and 
the language it was couched in,, prevented 
him from giving it his affirmative. He 
could not conceive that the papers on the 
table anfwered thefe juft demands; if 
Mmiftry we@e confident that they had 
a&ted with confiftency and prudence in the 
late negotiation, what motive could they 
have for refufing other papers which 
would only tend to confirm the opinion of 
the propriety of their condué in the 
breafts of fome who were at prefent doubt 
ful of it ?- He was apprehenfive there was 
fome other motive for this fecrecy ; nor 
body was more anxious than he wes to’ 
concur in voting that part of the addrefs 
which congratulated his Majefty on his pae 
ternal zeal concerning the welfare of his 
fubje&s, but he did not find himfelf bound, 
from the information the papers on the 
table conveyed, to vote that part which 
pafled encomiums on the Miniftry, and 
declared the many advantages that would 
accrue to this country from the conven- 
tion. 

Lord Sidney gave it as his opinion, 
that the papers then lying on the table 
afforded all the information requifite to 
judge of the convention. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne began a very 
able and pointed fpeech, by faying that no 
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place a proper confidence in the admini- 
ftration of the country; but when he faw 
Minifters with-holding not only the pa- 
pers neceflary to enable Parliament to 
form fome opinion of their meafures, but 
even declining to give the fmalleit expla. 
mation of the means by which they had at- 
tained their objeét, he never could give his 
countenance to a precedent fo uncontftitu- 
tional and fo dangerous. While a nego- 
tiation with any foreign power is going 
forward, the executive government were 
entitled to a great degrce of the confidence 
of the Legiflative Power; but if ever aday 
fhould arrive when Parliament had no 
right to inveftigate the condué of the 
King’s Minifters, then there was an end 
of the conftitution of this country. The 
Noble Marquis faid, he fcrupled not to 
affert that Min:iters had totally abandon- 
ed the principle on which they originally 
fet out. In every great quettion for the 
three laft years, which could agitate the 
political councils of Europe, they had 
uniformly adopted a line of policy, which, 
in his opinion, militated againft the true 
intereft of this country. 

The only paper which he could argue 
en, was the memorial of Captaia Meares, 
which he underftood had been prelented 
to the Houfe of Commons. Certain young 
gentlemen adventurers agreed to fitout a 
weffel; and being joined by fome men of 
letters, for he would not prefume to call 
them faugglers, they determined to ex- 
tend the Britifh dominions, to eftablith a 
new colony, and to invelt themfelves with 
the rights of fovercignty. After indulg- 
ing himfelf in ridiculing the proceedings 
of Captain Mears, and the other adven- 
turers in that trade, the Noble Marquis 
‘went into an hiftorical detail of the conduét 
which the Minifters of this country kad 
purfued with regard to Spanifh America, 
from the time of Queen Elizabeth down- 
wards; he particularly dwelt on the opi. 
nion of an anceftor of a Noble Duke high 
in office (Leeds), Sir William Godolphin, 
‘that it ought to be the policy of this coun- 
try to avoid interfering with Spain in the 
South Seas. With regard to the right of 
fifhing in the South Seas, there could be no 
difpute. Every writer on the civil iaw, 
from Grotius downwards, had clearly de- 
fined that right to be as common as the ge- 
neral rights of navigation.—It was fome- 
what fingular, he obferved, that by fome 
means or other his Majefty’s prefent Minif- 
ters had very ingenioufly contrived to give 
offence to almoft every nation in Europe : 
they had abandoned the King of Sweden, 
and loft the fricndthip of Denmark, They 
had endeavoured to bring the grey hairs 
of Ruffia with forrowto the grave, while 
they had wounded the pride of Spain, and 
infulted Portugal- In fhort, there was 

feascely a fingle European power whote 
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enmity we had notexcited, except pegs 
haps, the King of Pruflia. He had heard 
much of the advantages to be derived from 
a commercial treaty with Spains but he 
was afraid the high tone which we had held 
to that high f{pirited nation would be the 
means of rendering tat meafure more 
impraéticable thanever. In difapproving 
of the condué of the King’s Minttters, he 
owned he was anxious to fhew to Spain 
that fhe had not loft the good will of this 
country. 

Lord Grenville endeavoured to combat 
the arguments of the Noble Marquis. In 
his opinion there were materials fufficient 
on the table to enable their Lordthips cis 
ther to condemn or to give their vote of ap. 
probation to the meatiures which his Mas 
jefty’s Minifters had thought neceflary for 
accommodating the difpute with Spain. He 
thought it highly dangerous for Parlia 
ment to interfere with the King’s prerogas 
tive fo far as it went to the formationof 
foreign treaties, The moment that the 
legiflative power trenched on the executive 
governameat, from that moment the ruin 
of our conftitution might be foretold, The 
Noble Secretary then enumerated the vari- 
ous fteps which had led to the convention, 
which he defended in detail. He contend. 
ed that the Southern Whale-fifhery, fo far 
from being unimportant, had been ftrongs 
ly recommended by Captain Cook, andb 
Captain King, as an obje& of the firh 
magnitude to Great Britain —Having cons 
cluded his defence, the Noble Lord faid 
he fhould give his concurrence to the orie 
ginal motion, 

Lord Vifcount Stormont mentioned, thit 
we had gained nothing by the convention 
which we were not before entitled to. 

The motion on the previous queftion 
was then put, and the Houfe having dis 
vided. 

For the previous queftion, 

Contents 30 
Non Contents 75 Majority 43. 

In the Houfe of Commons, on the fame 
day, 

M;. .4kam prefented a petition from Cap» 
tain M‘Bride, complaining of an undue 
return for the borough of Plymouth ; but 
as the petitioner was ordered upon his 
Majcfty’s foreign fervice, and of courfe out 
of the kingdom, he is thereby prevented 
from entering into his recognizances. Mr 
Adam therefore requetted that the Houfe 
would extend the time allowed for making 
good the recognizances in fuchcafe, The 
petition was received, and appointed tobe 
confidered at the fame time as the other pee 
tition from the faid place. 

Mr. Gilbert brought up the report of the 
committee of fupply, voted on Friday laf, 
towards defraying the expences of the late 
armament, 


Mr 
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cept 3 
ad heat Mr. Grey {aid, no man had a greaterve- con fidence that had been repofed in the Minif. 
ived from aeration for the diftinétion which the for- ter, during the laft Parliament, and thought 
ry but he mation of the conftitution of this country it ought to occafion, on his part, a liberal 
> had held oblerved, between the executive and legifla- and candid explanation, as far as was in h?s 
Id be the tive powers, particularly in what related to power, of ever tranfaction that had takea 
re more making peace or war,which was the undoubted place during the negotiation. Mr, Grey 
Pproving prerogative of the former, and a prerogative then moved, that from the Journals might 
titers, he that he would always fupport, at the fame be read the proceedings of the Houfe on the 
to Spaia time that he would, in the moft ftrenuous Falkland’s Ifland bufinefs in 1772 ; which 
ill of this manner, affert the privileges of that Houfe, being done, he concluded by moving, that 
to inquire into, and be fully fatisfied upon, “ An Addrefs be prefented to his Majeity, 
combat the exercife of that prerogative. He con- requefting that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
quis. In fidered it to be a duty incumbent upon every to order, that all papers relating to the 
| fu ficient member of that Houfe, not to vote away the claims of the Court of Spain on the South 
dthips ci. public money till they were previoufly con- Weft coaft of America, and ali papers re- 
ote of ap. vinced of the neceffity for doing fo, and till lating to our trade and fithery in thole parts, 
rhis Ma they were completely fatisfied that fuch be laid before this Houfe, with the dates of 
eflary for fums as were voted, were properly applied, the fame,”” which was feconded by Mr, 
Spain. He that the honour of the nation required the Pelham. 
ir Parlia. expenditure, and that they had not given a Mr, Wilberforce oppofed the motion, and 
| prerogas fhilling more than they had good grounds for. was followed by Mr. Wyndham, who, in a 
mation of A motion for papers was abfolutely ne. very able manner, fupported it. 
that the ecflary, becaufe he, and many more in that Sir William Young denied the neceffity of 
executive Houfe, could not poffibly fay that they re. producing the papers which had been moved 
the ruin ceived from thofe on the table fuch informa- for; and Mr. Jetyll ftrongly contended that 
old, The fion as enabled them to judge of the pro- without them it was impoffible to forma 
i the vari. riety or impropriety of the Convention be- decided opinion upon the merits of the Con- 
nvention, ore them For the motion which he meant vention, 
contend. to bring forward, upon confulting the annals Several other Gentlemen {poke for and 
ry, fofar F of this country, there were many precedents, againft the motion, many of whom difplay~- 
n ftrongs The papers on the table contained no- ed great ‘abilities and information, After 
ky a thing that could juftify any other gentleman which 
the fi jn ftating that the Convention was a good Mr, Fox -rofe, and, in a fpeech of con~ 
ving cons ofie becaufe he could not tell, fromany ine fiderable length, fupported the motion. And 
Lord faid formation that he poffeffed, whether abetter | Mr. Pitt clofed the debate by a very elo- 
0 the ore one might not have been made at lefsexpence quent {peech againft it, 
tothe country, and in a much fhorter period On a divifion there appeared ; 
ned, that than the protraéted negotiation which had For the motion - 134 
nvention been carried on. He had no feruple to fay, Againit it - 258 
d to. that peace was a moit defirable blefling to 
queftion this county ; but then it was neceffary to Majority - 124 
ving dis know if this peace could not have been got In the Houfe of Commons, on Tuefday, 
on better terms, and what were the caufes December 14th, the Houle was on the Cora 
of its interruption ; this was abfolutely ne- Laws, and on the Land Tax bill. 
: ceflary, before they could confcientioufly give Mr. Rofe moved for leave to bring up a 
ity 43. avote that was fo much and fo heavily to new claufe tor making good from the aggre- 
the fame increafe the burdens of the people of Eng. gate fund the exemptions made by Parliameat 
Jand, He faid, by his language in the laft on certain penfions and falaries,:-which was 
om Cape Parliament, had Parliament met on theday received. 
n undue on which it regularly fhould, the Right This being the laft.day for receiving Elec. 
uth ; but Honourable Gentleman mutt, in terms of tion Petitions, the following were prefented : 
ipon his his former exprefs declaration, have explain- A petition complaining of an undue Elec 
yurfe out td his meafuyes before he had afked another tion for the Borough of Downton. Ordered 
revented vote ofcredit. When he had the honourto to be referred to the Committee on the for- 
ces. Mr, move for papers laft feflion, it had been ar- mer petition, 
e Houle gued, that pending a negotiation there might A petition complaining of an undue Elec 
r making bean impropriety in granting what he re- tion for the county of Radnor. Ordered ta 
e. The quefted, and a neceffity for State fecrecy; be taken into confideration on the gth of 
ed tobe but certainly now that could not be offered June. 
ther pte in oppofition to his motion, as the negotia- A petition againft the return made for 
tion that was then pending was now con- the town of Bolton, Ordered to be 
t of the ¢luded. He infifted that it was the indif- taken into confideration on the 14th of 
day laf, penfible duty of that Houfe, to keep a vigi- June. 
the late lant and jealous look out upon the conduct of Before the order of the day was read, 


Mr. 


minifters in all matters that were fo mate- 
nally corineéted with the interefts and prof. 
Pity of the country. He next adverted to the 


Mr. Grey rofe and ‘faid, that aotwithftand- 
ing the difcouragement he had received 
in the queltion which he had yelterday 
moyed, 
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moved, ftill he was not to be deterred 
from perfevering in doing what he con- 

ived to be his duty. The papers which 
fe then intended to move for were fuch, 
as he prefumed, could not be withheld 
on any ground, They related folely to 
the boundaries of the Spanifh Coaft, and 
without which it was impoflible for the 
Houfe to underftand that part of the con- 
vention to which they referred. He then 
moved, That there be laid before this 
Houfe fuch information as his Majefty’s 
Minifters had obtained refpeéting the 
boundaries of the North Weft Coal of 
America, as occupied by Spain. On the 

ueftion being put, the motion was re- 
jeGted without a divifion. 

Mr.Grey then moved a fimilar queftion 
relative to the boundaries of the Eaft and 
Welt Coafts of America, and Iflands ad- 
jacent, fo far as the fame are occupied by 
Spain, which was alfo rejected. 

The order of the day being read for 
taking into confideration the articles of 
convention with the Court of Spain, 

Mr. Duncombe rofe to exprefs the pecu- 
Kiar fatisfaGtion he felt in congratulating 
the Houfe and the Country on the prefent 
eccafion.—Peace was at all times defira- 
ble, and it was the more to be prized, that 
it had been purchafed without the {malleft 
facritice of the national honour. The 
advantages which this country might de- 
rive from the convention which had late- 
ly been concluded with the Court of 
Spain, were to be meafured only by the 
attivity and enterprifing fpirit of our 
Merchants, by their great capitals, by 
the unceafing ear | and ingenuity of our 
manufaéturers.—Had a war unfortunately 
taken place, the expence muft neceffari- 
ly have been fuch as even to have Shaken 
perhaps the credit of the nation. Happi- 
ly the ftorm was now difpelled ; the poli- 
gical horizon was without a cloud ; and 
there was every appearance of the perma- 
nent continuation of that bright profpe&. 
Spain was 2 high fpirited, a gallant, and 
@ generous nation! they had congenial 
feclings to our own; he was perfuaded 
they were difpofed to continue in friend- 
thip with us; and they would in future 

urfye a different fyftem of policy in their 
interéourfe with this country. Mr. Dun- 
combe concluded his fpeech by a motien 
for an addrefs to his ye oe fimilar to 
that moved in the Houfe of Lords. 

Mr. Alderman Watfon {econded the 
motion. 

Mr, Pulteney admitted that the general 
Voice of the codntry was in favour of peace, 
but furely that was no reafon why the 
Houfe fhould not have the information 
sequifite to enable them to judge of the 
means by which that peace was obtained. 
With regard to the continuance of that har- 
movy with the Court of Spain, which was 


Regifier. 


fo defirable, it was a delicate fubje& ;. by 
if it were true that the Court of Spain had 
unwillingly agreed to certain ftipulatiog 
of the treaty, it could not be the founda. 
tion of future amity. Indeed, in his opj. 
nion, it was highly impolitic to atk for 
any thing more than a reparation of the 
violence which had been committed x 
Nootka, but which he believed was never 
intended as an infult to the Britith fla 
That reparation was made inth ¢ declary, 
tion of the Court of Spain, and With that 
Minifters ought to have been {atisfied, 
ifthey had been anxious to cultivate the 
friendfhip of that high fpirited and gene. 
rous nation. With regard to the value of 
what we had obtained by the convention 
in a commercial view, it was, in his opi 
nion, very inadequate to the expence. 

Mr. Montagu defended the convention, 
as highly advantageous to the commercial 
rights of this country. 

Alderman Curtis, in a maiden {peech, con 
gratulated the Houfe and the commercial 
interefts of the country upon the fecurity 
and profpeét of permanent peace, entered 
into fome account of the Southern Whale 
Fifhery, and was led by what had fallen 
from the gentleman over the way (Mr, 
Pulteney) to a comparifon of that with 
the Northern Fifhery, the former of which 
he was much inclined to favour, He ftate 
ed that the Southern Whale Fithery had 
been increafed much within thefe five 
years; and he had the beft reafon to know 
that it had—he was a fifberman himfelf, 
and experienced the profits and advantae 
ges arifing from that trade. 

Sir William Young began a long f{peech 
by ganas. to every thing that had 
been entered into between the two Courts 
fince the time of Charles the Second ; from 
which he ftated the claims of Spain, that 
they had now been obliged to relinquihh, 
as being recognized in all thefe treaties; 
and of courfe their receding from them 
now was, in his opinion, the greater acquis 
fition to this country; which was entre 
ly gained by the wifdom and prudence of 
the condué& of Adminiftration, in accome 
plifbing the convention now before them. 

Mr. Grey rofe, He had not the leaft in 
tention to have rifen till he had either 
heard fome better argument than was yet 
fiated by gentlemen to found their appro- 
bation of the prefent convention upon, of 
fome explanation given that could enable 
him to underftand it better than he now 
could do, from the circumftance pe 
information being withheld that coul 
tend to illuftrate it in any degree ; Howe 
ever, he felt himfelf called upon by the 
Hon. Gentleman who had juft fat down, 
and if he was to believe what the Hom 
Gentleman had advanced to be true, it one 
ly afforded him a ftronger and more por 
fitive conviétion of the neceffity that there 
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was to have before the Houfe that infor- 
mation which he had unfuccefsfully called 
(for, and which he ftill faw greater reafon 
for producing, before the papers now on 
the table could poffibly undergo a fair and 
honeft difcuflion. 
Several other Members fpoke, when the 
Houfe divided, ona motion for adjourn- 
ment, when the nimbers were, 


For Adjourning 123 
Againk it = 247 
Majority [- 124 
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The Houfe then being refumed, the 
motion was made for the previous Addrefs 
to:his Majefty on the Convention; when 

Mr. Fox rofe, and in a few words ftated, 
that he would venture to rifque all the cre« 
dit he held as a politician, if the -public 
did not in a fhort time condemn the terms 
of the Convertion, when it became bet- 
ter known, and the fruits of it were tried. 

Mr. Pitt replied in a few words, and at 
two o’clock the Houfe adjourned, the Ad- 
-_ having been carried without a divi- 
ion. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE 


Conftantinople, O8, 22. 

HE Grand Sultan has ftrongly mani- 

fefted his refentment at the peace 
concluded by Sweden, and ordered the 
guard of Janiffaries to be immediately 
withdrawn from attending Mr. Heiden- 
fein, the Swedifh Ambaffador, as alfothe 
allowance he had from the Porte, which 
was very confiderable. He has fince in 
vain folicited an audience of the Mini- 
fry, who fent him for anfwer, that the 
Porte would have no further conneétion 
with Sweden. 

Baflia, Nov. 10. General Paoli is re- 
eftabjifhed in his former charge of Gene- 
ral of the National troops, and has been 
ne Prefident of the General Affem~ 

y ofthe Ifland of Corfica, At the open- 
ing of the Affembly that General made a 
fpeech, in which he drew a faithful’ pic- 
ture of the misfortunes of his country, 
and congratulated the Corfican nation upon 
its acceffion to the glory of the French na- 
tion; he afterwards expreffed his grati- 
tude to the Englith nation and their bene- 

t King, for having generoufly fuccour- 
edhim in his misfortunes. 

Tangiers, Nov. 11. A Genoefe thip 
from Cadiz on the gd inftant, entered this 
ee with difpatches from the King of 

ain for the Emperor of Morocco, We 
fince learn, that his Moorifh Majefty has 
liberated the two agents of the Spanith 
mation from Mogadore and Larrache, and 
the Capuchin Miffionaries; he has alfo 
given orders to raife the fiege of Ceuta; 
and it is faid that Sid Mahomet Ben Otte- 
mann, the Secretary, is preparing to de- 
part for Madrid in quality of Ambaffador ; 
acircumftance which augurs very favour- 

for'a peace. 

rid, Nov. 19. The following are 
the chief circumftances relative to the 
misfortune which has happened to the 
town of Oran : 

On the night between the 8th and gth 

November, within avery thort fpace 

Vox. VI. 


of time, twenty reiterated fhocks of an 
earthquake were felt, which fhook the 
whole town, and buried a great number 
of the inhabitants, and part of the garri- 
fon, under the ruins. All the magazings 
were deftroyed ; and, owing to the amaz= 
ing multitude that were wounded, it was 
impoffible to give them all the neeeflary 
affiftance, .The victims ype pein were 
the Commandant General of the place ag 
interim, Brigadier Don Bafile Gafcon, Co. 
lonel of the regiment of Afturias ; 20 of. 
ficers, and 150 other individuals of the 
fathe regiment ; five officers and eight (9) 
diers of thatof Lifbon; three officers nd 
26 foldiers of that of Navarre; two * 
cers and 20 foldiers of the fixed regime™*, 
&c. The regiments of Navarre and Aftu- 
rias had together 184 wounded. Wecan- 
not determine the number of other per- 
fons.who loft their lives on this melancholy 
occafion, but on a moderate calculation 
fuppofe them to exceed 2000. 

Warfaw, Nov. 20, Onthe 16th came on 
the ele&tion of new Nuncios ; in the laf 
inftru€tions given to them they wifhthem, 
it feems, to choofe the Ele&tor of Saxony 
as a fucceffor to the throne of Poland ; but 
as that Prince does not appear difpofed to 
accept the fucceffion, they now talk of 
difpofing of it in favour of the reigning 
Duke of Brunfwick, who will of courfe 
be fupported by the Courts of London and 
Berlin. 

Warfaw, Nov. 28, The King of Pruffia , 
fome time ago requefted of the States a 
paffage through the territory of the Re- 
public for his troops, if circumftances 
fhould render that meafure neceflary. The 
States, it is faid, have informed the Courts 
of Vienna and Peterfburgh of this demand, 
in order to leatn their fentiments on the 
occafion; but they add, the anfwers of 
thofe Courts are fo vague that the Stat-, 
are ftill uncertain which way to a&. ie 

Vienna, Dec. 8, The Emperor has re- 
eftablifhed the States of the Milanefe ie 

L the 













































































































































94 Monthly Regifter. 


the poffeffion of all the rights and privi- 
leges of which they had been divefted 
during the late reign. 

Louvain, Dec. 12;: The Imperial troops, 
to the number of 4000 cavalry, and 8000 
infantry, with a train of 50 cannons, and 
about 1500 baggage and ammunition wag- 
gons, arrived here the 2d inftant, fince 
which we have been perfeétly quiet, and 
the fame tranquility reigns in all the other 
cities which the Auftrian army has taken 
poffeffion of. The only rencounter, during 
this revolution, in which there was any 
bloodfhed (that at Namur excepted, in 
which a few Imperial foldiers were killed 
and wounded bythe difcharge of forre ar- 
tillery from that place), happened on the 1ft 
inft. at night, about a league and a half 
diftance from this place, where 700 volun- 
teers,-molt of them young pcafants and 
citizens, rafhly attacked the Auftrian co- 
Jumn which was marching to Louvain, and 
unfortunately killed five of them; the con- 
fequence was, that the Auftrians fell upon 
thefe fool-hardy youths, few of whom 
efcaped, as thofe who fled were moftly 
drowned in pafling the river. 

Stetkholm, Dec. 14. The Court of Swe- 
den, now entirely under the influence of 
that of Ruffia, has taken fome meafures, 
which make it prol.able, that the Ruffian 
frontiers are to be defended by a Swedithy 
army againft any attacks that may be made 
upon them by the King of Pruffia. 

Vienna, Dec. 18. On the 16th inft. in 
thé morning, a courier fent by Prince 
Potemkin on the qth, arrived at the Ruf- 
fian Ambaffador’s, with an account of the 
progrefs made by the Ruffian fquadron ; 
and of which the following account is 
given in the Gazette, brought a relation of 
the advances made by the Ruffian light 
{quadron at the mouth of the Danube. 

The 24th of November a divifion of this 
fquadron attempted an enterprize againf{t 
Ifaizi, and, notwithftanding the rapidity 
of the torrent, approached the fortrefs. 

The enemy began a fmart cannonade, 
both from ihe land batteries, and from 
their flotila; compofed of thirty veffels 
called Lanfons, one Saique, and Kirlangis, 
of the ‘late Haffan Bacha. 

The enemies fire commenced at feven 
o'clock, and was well fuftained; the Ruf- 
fians, neverthelefs, advanced in good or- 
der, and d’* not return it till they were 
within a {mall diftance of the Turkihh 
guns. This procedure decided the bufi- 
nefs ; the battle was ended by two in the 
afternoon, and the Ruffians gained a com- 
plete victory. 

Thete aie twenty-one of the enemies 
lanfolis burnt or funk, and the remainder of 
their flotilla fell into the hands of the victors. 

‘The Turks fled after abandoning their 

effels, their batteries on the ‘banks, and 





even the town; which the Ruffians im- 
mediately took poffeffion of. 

As the town of Ifaizi was the magazine 
of the whole Turkifh army, a judgment 
may be formed of the quantity of provi. 
fions and ammunition of every fpecies, 
which the conquerors found there. 

Befides the artillery of the veffels, they 
took 3g pieces of brafs ordnance, and 
mortar of 480 pounds, which was on the 
rampart; and eight flags, among which 
was that of the Serafkier. 

The Ruffians have not fuftained the lofs 
of aman. 

The vidtory is of great confequence to 
the Ruffians, as it renders them matters of 
all that part of tke river called the Lower 
Danube, and will permit them to approach 
Varna. 

On the departure of the courier, I {mail 
was ftill in the hands of the Turks; but 
all communication is cut off between 
that fortrefs and the army of the Grand 
Vizier, and no fuccour can be expefted 
from the left fide of the Danube. 

Ratifoon, Dec.20 Two different me- 
morials have been prefented to the Diet, 
the one from the Bifhop of Strafburgh, 
and the other from the Prince Bifhop of 
Spiers, containing heavy complaints rela- 
tive to the execution of the decrees of the 
.French National Affembly, 

Paris, Dec. 24. Since Saturday laft there 
has been a more than ufual expeétation 
of fome domeftic commotion, and the 


> ct on duty at the Louvre have con- 


antly carried their mufquets loaded. 

Great precautions are ufed to prevent 
the flight of his Majefty, or any part of the 
royal family, whofe perfons are confidered 
as hoftages for the peace of the metropolis. 

On Sunday the following note was found 
by the Queen, under her cover at the 
dining table :—* Upon the firft fhot fired 
by your brother at the Patriots, your head 
fhall be fired at him ” 

An Ambaffador from Leopold is every 
day expeéted to demand the Queen. 

St, Maloe’s, Dec. 25. On Thurfday 
morning laft, about four o’clock, we had 
a moft terrible hurricane, attended with 
the moft tremendous thunder and light- 
ning ever known, which lafted upwards of 
an hour and an half. To recapitulate all 
the damages is next to impoflible. At 
Dinant, Dole, and Saint Francis, houfes 
have been thrown down, and fome pet- 
fons killed by their falling. We were 
greatly apprehenfive here for the maga 
zines, which are full of ammunition, &c, 
Wet fails were drawn out and thrown overt 
them. One remarkable matter is, a wea’ 
ther cock at Dole was carried through the 
air near two. furlongs, and lodged in @ 
field, where it was found yefterday morn- 
ing. The prefent winter has been moft ree 
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markable for this fort of florms, though ing of, Thurfday laft, we experienced a 


none fo violent. 





COUNTRY NEWS. 

Manchefter, Dec. 18. The inceffant rain 
for fome days paft, has caufed our river to 
overflow its banks, and the low lands, in 
feveral places, are covered with water. 
On Tuelday night we had a terrible ftorm 
of wind, rain, and hail. It blew fuch 
hurricanes as greatly to alarm many per- 
fons, and continued during the whole 
night and part of the nextday. A little 
after fix o’clock in the morning, a large 
fa&tory and houfe in Newtown, Afhley- 
Jane, lately built by Mr. Brennam, of 
Strangeways, was entirely levelled with 
the ground, except part of the wall of the 
houfe. 

Liverpool, Dec. 20, During the high 
gales of wind the week before laft, feveral 
new-built houfes in this town and its 
vicinity, were blown down, many build- 
ings unroofed, and chimnies demolifhed, 
bat we have not yet heard of any perfon 
being hurt; and in a high gale of wind, 
attended with lightning, on Thurfday 
night laft, the top of a mill at Bevington~ 
buh, with its machinery, was by its vio- 
lence carried off and thrown into the ad- 
joining land. 

Canterbury, Dec. 24. Yefterday morn- 
ing, between five and fix o’clock, a vio- 
lent ftorm of thunder and lightning paifed 
over this city, accompanied with a very 
ftrong gale of wind, and exceedingly hea- 
vyrain. The lightning, which was un- 
commonly vivid, equal to what it ufually 
is in the hot months of fummer, fet fire to 
a feed-mill at Chartham-Hatch, belonging 
to Mr. Hambrook ; but the fervants being 
up, and going into the mill foon after the 
ftroke, very fortunately extinguifhed the 
fire, which preferved the fame and the ad- 
joining Qorehoufes, in which were fifty 
tons of clover and other feeds. 

Coventry, Dec. 27. During the violent 
ftorm on Thurfday morning laft, the bat- 
tlements at the wett end of St, Michael’s 
church, in this city, received confiderable 
damage. y 

Lewes, Dec, 27. The ftorm and hur- 
ricane which happened on Thurfday morn- 
ing laft, and did fo much damage at moft 
other places, were felt with equal feveri- 
tyin this neighbourhood. The thunder 
was uncommonly loud and awful, andthe 
lightning exceedingly vivid and alarming. 
At Horfham the lightning ftripped one 
fide of the church {pire of all its thingling, 


_and melted the lead at top. And the per. 


fon who furveyed it afterwards, reported 
that it had been on fire, but fuppokea the 
rain had extibguithed it. 

Bajfing feke, Dee. 28, Early inthe morn- 


ftorm of thunder, lightning, and hail, ac- 
companied at frequent intervals with the 
moft violent gufts of wind, which had not 
a parallel in the memory of the oldeft in- 
habitants. About four o’clock the tem- 
peft feemed to have been at its utmoft 
height ; and its effeéts at Hackwood Park 
and the Spring Woods, belonging to his 
Grace the Duke of Bolton, are more than 
ordinarily conf{picuous, . Near one hun- 
dred of the largeft elm, afh, and other 
trees, are either blown up by the roots, 
fevered in their trunks, or broke down. 
The lightning has left a curious, though 
awful, mark of its violence in one tree 
particularly, having cleft from the fork to 
the pesbia (being about twenty-feet) a 
large ath, leaving one half of the trunk, 
with the entire top, and carrying the other 
half of the trunk to pes rih 3 diftance, 
Great numbers of rooks reforting thither 
to rooft, were found dead and mangled 
in the morning; the leads of the man- 
fion in fome places rolled up like 4 fcroll; 
and a piece of board, which made a part 
of the materials in an adjoining pheafan- 
try, was driven, in an afcending oblique 
direction, a diftance of at leaft forty yards; 
entering the chamber window of one of 
the fervants, it made its way through the 
curtain, and lodged between the ticking 
and clothes of the bed. The tornado (for 
fuch it was) had its dire€tion South-Welt 
by Weft, and its apparent width fcarcely 
exceeded 100 yards. 

Norwich, Jan... An offence the moft 
heinous we have heard of in this part of 
the country was contgitted near this city 
on Tuefday night, bya female incendia- 
ry, of which thefe are the particulars : 

Between the hours of ten and eleven 
on the above night, Mr. Thomas Burges, 
an eminent farmer, at Banbury, was a- 
larmed bythe cry of “ Fire!’”? On going 
to his door he had the melancholy prol- 
peé of his hay-ricks, his ftables, cow- 
houfe, pig-ftye, cart, fhed, and barns all 
on fire at the fame time, and the flames 
raging with fuch rapidity, as excluded all 
hopes of faving any part of his property. 
The hay and buildings were all confumed, 
and with them a number of calves, pigs, 
and poultry, a cart, waggon, and fix very 
capital horfes, valued at thirty pounds 
each. 

Colchefter, Fan. 3. The trial of the 
Mifs Milbanks, with their folter-mother, 
Mifs Love, is this inflant, after near ten 
hours inveftigation, terminated. 

They are all found guilty, to the mani- 
feft concern of the court, the jury, and 
every auditor. 

Sentence on Mifs Love, two months 
imprifonment; Mifs Harriet Milbank, 
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and Mifs Betfey Milbank, each 14 days 
imprifonment. ‘ 

The popular cry, which at one time 
was (from motives of tendernefs certainly) 
rather bent againft the profecutor, is now 
turned greatly in his favour, from a fpeech 
which he addreffed to the sourt in faveur 
of the two young ladies, whofe fate is 
univerfally lamented. 

Portfmouth, ‘fan. 7. Laft night and 
this morning, Mr. te A coroner for 
this diftri@, and his jury, faton the body 
of John White, a feaman belonging to the 
Hebe frigate, who was found murdered 
at the Back of the Point; and, after a 
very ftrift and attentive inveltigation of 
the bufinefs, brought in a verdi& of— 
toed murder by fome perfon or perfons 
unknown, 


This is the fecond murder that has been 
committed at the Back of the Point in 
the courfe of a few weeks, and perhaps 
feveral others, fo artfully managed as ne- 
ver to come to light. Some time fince, 
the magiftra:es, through the town clerk, 
applied to the lieutenant-governor io have 
centinels placed in the above abominable 
fink of infamy, as on fimilar occafions ; 
but thisvery proper and neceflary requifi- 
tion has not been complied with. 

There can be no doubt remaining but 
the boatfwain’s mate of the Royal Wil- 
liam, and White, captain of the fore-top 
of the Hebe, both excellent feamen, were 
murdered in one of the brothels at the 
Back of the Point, and from thence drag- 
ged to the embrazures on the beach ; 
and there is every reafon to dread, that 
— have been fink with ballaft in the 

ea. 

Northampton, Fan. 8. A boy was 
brought to the county hofpital on Wed- 
nefday laft, having exifted fix days and 
nights without any kind of -nourifhment. 
His mafter, who is a fhoemaker at Ro- 
therfthorp, near this town, ordered him 
to go on the evening of Wednefday the 
2gth ult, to a sétybhouring town with a 
wallet; and the boy not liking his bufinefs, 
took that opportunity of eloping, and was 
not heard of till Tuefday night laft, when he 
was difcovered by his groans in acalf-penin 
Kirflingbury-field, where he had re- 
mained from the time of his departure 
from home, and muft very foon have pe- 
rifhed for want, had he not been thus for- 
tunately difcovered ; though it feems the 
wallet contained a pork-pie, which the 
boy knew nothing of. A mortification 
has taken place in his feet, in confequence 
of being fo long expofed to the cold. 

(ne dR Ne 
DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES, 


A letter from North Wales, of the 23d 
ult, fays, we had a very alarming and 
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terrible thunder florm: It began abott 
three o’clock in the morning, and contis, 
nued till fix, It is aftonifhing what im. 
menfe quantities of tices of all kinds are 
deftroyed; in ‘one’ wood it rooted’ up 
fifteen afhes, fome elms, and three large 
oaks. By the fall of one of them, acot. 
tage clofe by was entirely, demolifhedy in 
which there lived a farmer and his wife 
and family, confifling of four boys ; the 
tree fell on the roof, pierced through that 
in a moment, knocked down feveral of 
the beams, and killed the man, womaa, 
and one of the children, God knows 
how the other three efcaped, as all the four 
boys fleptin one bed The eldeft of the 
furviving children is no more than eight 
years old. 

A general quarterly court of the pro. 
prictors of Bank ftock was held, when the 
governor laid bejore the court an account 
of his conferences with the minifter on the 
fubjeé of taking the unclaimed dividends 
as a part of the ways and means, and 
read the objections which he had ftated 
on the fubjeét. He was followed by the 
deputy-governor, Mr. Bofanquet, who 
pointed out the impropricty and injuftice 
of taking this fum of money out of the 
hands of the Bank, while they were ree 
fponfible for every dividend which may 
be claimed of them, and which may be 
recovered by an aétion, in cafe of their 
refufal to paythem. The minifter had 
confidered them as agents merely; buthe 
was of opinion that they were not agents 
only, but truftees alfo, and that, as fuch, 
it was their duty to oppofe the propofed 
meafure. Mr. Thornton doubted the ex. 
pediency of laying this fubje& before 
the proprietors who were interefted in 
the capital ftock alone. Mr. Alderman 
Watfon, Mr. Harman, and feveral other 
gentlemen faid a few words on the fubs 
je, and the court unanimoufly concurred 
in their opinion on the propriety of the 
condu& of the governors and direétots in 
oppoling this meafure. ’ 


‘A curious difcovery, which may throw 
fome light upon the means of curing the 
bites of poifonous reptiles, &c, has been 
lately publifhed by 2 phyfician of New 
Engiand, viz. that when a rattle-fnake 
bites the nofe of a dog, the latter digsa 
hole in the ground, and, by laying the part 
affe&ted in it, is poems & cured, 

The ftate of all the buildings at Somer 
fet-place, it is faid, will forthwith under- 
go a regular furvey, at the particular de 
fire of a great perfona 

The expences of 


ec. 

Tcilding Somerfete 
houfe have already amounted to 34,7001. 
—a fum of 33,5021. is further to be exe 
pended ; exclufive of what may be ie 
ceflary for repairs. i 


MAR- 
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MARRIE D. 


Henry Earl Fauconberg, to Milfs 
Chethyre, daughter of the late John Che- 
fhyte, Efq. of Bennington, Herts. 

The Right Hon. John Charles Villiers, 
brother to the Earl of Clarendon, to 
Mifs Mary Forbes, fecond daughter of 
Admiral Forbes. 

Ii Dublin, Sir Edward William Crofby, 
Bart, to Mrs Dodd, daughter of the Righc 
Hon. Lady Hefter Weltenra, 

At Litchfield, the Rev. Spencer Madan, 
chaplain fo his Majefty, and canon refiden- 
tiary of the“cathedral church of Litch- 
feld, to. Mifs Inge, daughter of the late 
William Inge, Efq. of Thorpe, in Stafford- 

ire. 


The Rev, John George Norbury, Fel- 


low of King’s College, Cambridge, to’ 


Mifs Falcone:, daughter of the Rev, Dr, 
Faleoner, of Litchfield 

At North Afton, in Oxfordbhire, Rich. 
Palmer, of Hurlt, in Berks, Efg. to the 
eldeft daughier of Oldfield Bowles, Efq. 

Captain Edward Chandler, of Comb- 
hill, Bath, to Mifs Bury, daughter of —— 
Bury, Efgq. of Cork. 

“At St. James’s church, George Turn- 
bull, Etq to Mifs Maxwell, of Bury-ftreet, 
St. Jaines’s, 

homas Bradford, Efq. of the city of 
Chefter, to Mifs Dewibury, daughter of 

Mr. Alderman Dewfbury, of the fame 

lace. 

At Wraxall, Somerfet, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Young Coker, of Trinity College, to 
Mifs King, daughter of Walter King, Efq. 
of Naifh-houfe, Briftol. 

The Rev. Benjamin Kerr Vaughan, of 
Trinity College, Oxford, and reétor of 
Avéton Sifford, Devon, to Mifs Stracey, 
daughter of Edward Stracey, Efq. of 
Rackheath, in Norfolk. 

Captain French, of the ggth regiment, 
to Mifs Eifton, daughter of Mr. John 
Eifton, folicitor at law. 

At Perth, Andrew Bonar, Efq. banker, 
at Edinburgh, to Mifs Ann Caw, daughter 
of John Caw, Efq, merchant, and late 
provoft of Perth, 

At Aniwell near Ware, Herts, the Rev. 
ohn Young, LL.B reétor of Akeley, 

ks, to Mifs Mary Wood, of Amwell. 

At Southwarnborough, Hants, Robert 
Thornton Heyfham, Efq. of Stagheno 
Park, Hertfordshire, to Milfs Hawkins, 

Rev. Mr. Plymley, of Longnor, in 
Shropthire, to Mifs Danfcy, one of the 
Gaughters of the late Danfey Danfey, 
Efq. of Brinfop, in Hereford fhire. 

Jeffery Foote, Efq. of Effex-bridge, 
Dublin, to Mifs Williams, daughter of 

ames Williams, Efq. one of the high 

iffs of that city. 

At Wefton-under-Penyard, Thomas 
Brereton, Efq. of Wotton, near Gloucefe 
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ter, to Mifs Weffaling, of Rudhale, He- 
reford hire. 

John Brereton Birch, Efq. of. North 
fleet Lodge, in Kent, to Mifs Rous, daugh- 
ter of the late Sir John Rous, Bart. and 
fifter to the prefent racmber for Sutfolk, 

F. Wilmot, Efq. of St. Thomas’s-ftreet, 
Southwark, to Mrs, Butler, of the fame 

lace. 

At St.George the Martyr’s, Queen- 
fquare, the Rev. Charles Proby, eldett 
fon of Coramiffioner Proby, at Chatham, 
to Mifs: Cherry, the eldeft daughter ; 
and the Rey. Henry Sawbridge, to’ Mys. 
Blachford, widow of the late Thomas 
Blachford, of Northaw, Efq. fecond 
daughter of George Cherry, Efg. one of 


.. the commiffioners for vi€tualling his Mae 


jetty’s Navy. 

John Crefwell, Efq. florekeeper and 
accountant of navy flops, to Mifs So- 
phia Davenport, of Weilmintfter. 

The Rev. Dr. Barrow, mafter of the 
academy in Soho-fquare, to Mrs. Biffen, 
of Tottenham, 

In Jamaica, John Campbell, Efq. of 
Lancit hall, to Mifs Elizabeth Bell, lately 
from Glafgow. 

In the fame ifland, Mofes Bravo, Efq. 
to Mrs. Abigail Da Caftro, widow of Jo- 
cob Da Caitro, Efq. 

At Hedenham, Norfoik, Edward Fore 
fter, Efg. of Oxford, to Mrs. Addifon, 
daughter of P. Bedingfield, Efq. late of 
Ditchingham-hali, Norfolk, 

Capt.. Richard Parks, of the Hon Eaft 
India Company’s fervice to Milfs Mary 
Eleonora Conftantin. 

Charles. Brooke, Efq. of Bafinghall- 
ftreet, to Mifs Lipyatt, of Fevertham. 

Captain Bourchier, of the navy, to 
Mifs Corbet, of Darnhail, in Chefhire, 

At Rippon, W. J. Moorhoufe, Eig. ta 
Mifs Luna, 

R. H. Hale, Efq. of Shrophhire, ta 
Mifs Burwell, of Butterly, Hereford- 
fhire. 

William Hozier, Efq. the younger, of 
Newlands, to Mifs Jean Campbell, daugh- 
ter of John Campbell, Efq. of Clathick. 

In November laft,. in Spanifh-Towa, 
Jamaica, Captain Stehelin, of the royal 
artillery, to Mifs French. 


DEATHS, 

Mifs Dorothy Dundas, fourth daughter 
of Sir Thomas Dundas, Bart. 

In Dublin, John Kennedy Strong, Efq. 
latea Captain in his Majefty’s 64th regi- 
ment. 

At Carney’, in the county cf Wicklow, 
Treland, aged 100, Thomas James, Efq. 
father of Alderman James of Dublin. 

At Baroltown, in the county of Weft- 
meath, Ireland, the Reverend William 
Jephfon, D, D. Re&or of Ray, in the di- 
ocefe of Raphoe, of Kilbriton, in the 

diecefe 
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diocefe of Cork, and Curate of Monkf- 
town. : 

Mrs. Morris, of Clayhill, Hampftead, 
in confequence of a fright'which fhe re- 
ceived during the late tremendous ftorm. 

After only a few" hours illnefs, in an 
obfcure fituation at Deptford, Mrs. Hele- 
na Mafcelan, a native of Hanover, who 
came over during the reign of King George 
the Firft; fhe had attained 97 years, and 
‘was hardly ever known to have had a day’s 
illnefs. 

At Mackworth, near Derby, in his 85th 
year, the Rev. John Pickering, upwards 
of fifty-eight years Vicar of that place. 

At Tenterden, in Kent, John Dyne, 


Efq. 

Ae the feat of the Right Hon. Lord Lan- 
daff, in Thomas-Town, Ireland, the Hon. 
George Matthew. 

At Weybridge, Colonel Prefton, aged 
66. 

In Newgate, Samuel Withers, the young 
lad, only 17 years of age, who was capi- 
tally conviéted laft feffions at the Old 
Bailey of forging a draft for the payment 
of Gol. on the Banking-houfe of Meff. 
Biddulph, Cox, and Co. Charing-crofs, 

Mifs Langton, daughter of Bennet Lang. 
ton, Efq. of Langton, in the county of 
Lincoln. 

John Blacket, Efq. of Wylam, Treafut- 
er of the county of Northumberland. 

In the 77th year of his age, at his feat 
at Stirtloe, in Huntingdonthire, Chrifto- 
pher Hobfon, Ef. of Clifford’s Inn. 

At Ofmington, near Weymouth, Mrs. 
Gilbert, reli€ of Thomas Gilbert, Efq 
late of Bathwick ; who alfo died, at the 
fame place, the 2d of Jaft month. 

At his houfe in Southampton-row, 
Bloomfbury, Nathaniel Newbery, Efq. 

Samuel Peach, Efq, formerly Member 
of Parliament for Cricklade, in Wilthhire. 

At the Manor-Houle, Walworth, Mrs. 
Clutton. 

Lady Young, wife of Sir William 
Young, Bart. M. P 

At Lincoln, the 
ton, Efq 

In the 7rft year of his age, Charles 
Foreman, of Epfom, Efq. 

In Abingdon-ftreet, William Pearce, 
Eig. nephew to the late Bifhop of Ro- 
chefter. 

At Hammerfmith, Mrs. Du Biffou, wife 
of John Du Biffou, Efq.” 

At Clontarf, :lreland, Thomas Bunbu- 
ry, Efq. late Captain of the third regiment 
o! foot. 

Lieutenant Gabriel Trotter, of the 75th 
regiment, youngeft fon of [Thomas Trotter, 
Efq. of Morton-hall. 

At Long Horfley, Northumberland, the 
Rev. Mr. Middleton, A. B. 4g yéars vicar 
of that parith, and in the 86th year of 
his age. 


‘Lady of Robert Bur- 
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At Brunfwick. the Rev. Jacob Herden. 
berg, D. D, and Prefident ef Queen's 
College in New Jerfey. 

At Naffau, New Providence, He 
Hartley, Efq. Lieutenant and Adjutant of 
his Majefty’s 74th regiment of foot. 

At Norwich, aged 73, John Morphew, 
Efq. an eminent Attorney, and oneof 
the ableft Ecclefiaftical Lawyers of. his 
time. 

John Davifon, M.D, aged 78 years, 
during 5@ of which he had praétifed 
phyfic in Nottingham. 

On Saturday morning the 16th vlt, a 
one o’clock, Death, with inexorable hand, 
fummoned to the world of fpirits the 
very much refpeéed, and highly revered 
charaéter, the Hon. James Bowdoin, Efq, 
late Governor of New England. If na 
tive genius, embellifhed with all the orna 
ments of polite learning; if deep re 
fearches into the nature and principles of 
philofophy, and of the Arts and Sciences 
in general: if a profound knowledge of 
government, and the politicks of his 
country; if the love and efteem of his fele 
low citizens, and of the literari of the 
world, from an extenfive reputation ;—if 
the prayers of the poor and needy, to 
whom he beftowed with a filent, buta 
liberal hand; if the tears of his relations 
and houfhold ; if the ardent wishes of his 
particular friends, and of all who knew 
him—if fincere and unaffected piety and 
religion, added to the moft exemplary 
motality, from earlieft youth, could have 
emancipated from the grave any charaéter, 
this truly dignified one would have never 
tafted death: But “ itis appointed for all 
men once to die,” . 
Near Blarney, in Ireland, Owen M‘Carthy, 
Efg. aged 84 years, commonly called 
Mafter-na-moran, or Lord or Mafter of 
the Principality of Moran. Hehas left an 
only fon, now Governor of Miranda, and 
Colonel of a regiment of horfe in the Por 
tuguefe fervice. The deceafed had 15 
brothers, 13 of whom emigrated for bread, 
after lofing their eftates in this kingdom, 
and were promoted to high ranks in the 
different armies of Franee, Spain, Portugal, 
and Germany. 

At Taunton, in Somerfethire, Ambrofe 
Reddal, Efq. Captain in the Royal Navy. 


, BANKRU PTS: 

William Sinipfon, of Newark. upon 
Trent, mercerand draper. John Green 
way, of the parifh of All Saints, in the 
city of Worcefter, coal-merchant and 
barge-owner.. James Fynmore, of Sher 
borne, Dorfetthire,. linen-draper. Am 
drew Hardlow, late of the town of South- 
ampton, breeches«maker. Samuel Nelms, 
now or late of St. John’s fquare, vintner, 
Hill Callicot the younger, of the city,of 
Briftol, foap-maker and tallow-chandler. 
William 
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William Payne, late ofthe parifh of Kingf- 
wisford, Staffordthire, grocer and malfter. 
ames Murphy, late of the city of Briftol, 
ut now of Liyerpool, Lancafhire, mariner. 
AndrewM‘Culloch, of Great May’s-build- 
ings, St. Martin’s-lane, in the parith of St. 
Martin in the Fields, viétualler. William 
Page,late oftheUnionBrewhoufe, Wappin 

but now of the New-road, in the prrith 
of St. George in the Eaft, brewer. Jo- 
feph Trone, of Amerfham, Buckingham- 
fhire, linen-draper, William Bull, of 
Whitchurch, Buckinghambhire, carrier. 
Thomas Silk, of the parith of St. Alphage, 
London-wall, plaifterer. William Lee, 
the younger, Third Mate of the Britannia 
Eaft-Indiaman, (but now of Charing- 
crofs, Middlefex,) dealer and chapman. 
John Graham and William Hornby, both 
jate of the Chefterfield Eaft-Indiaman, 
merchants, Alexander Davidfon and Bed- 
ford Woodham, of Mermaid-court, South- 
wark, feap-makers. Thomas Croggan, of 
Penryn, Cumberland, linen-draper, John 
Atkins of Birmingham, plater, James 
Trimnell, of Bath,. maltfter. Benjamin 
Robinfon, of Birmingham, fa&or, John 
Moore, of the Wafh-way, Lambeth, gar- 
dener. Caleb Tripafs, late Second Mate 
ofthe Contraétor Eaft Indiaman, and late 
of Mile-end, mariner. John Main, late 
of Charles-ftreet, Covent-garden, taylor. 
Alex, Clark, of Stanhope-ftreet, Clare- 
market, woollen-draper. Thomas Row, 
of Newcaftle upon Tyne, thip-owner. 
Benjamin Read, of the parifh of St. Leo- 
aa, Shoreditch, calenderer, William 
Lees, of King-ftreet, Cheapfide, dealer 
andchapman. John Warburton, of Li- 
verpool, joiner and builder. Henry 
Wheatley, of North-row, Hanover-f{quare, 
fable keeper. Wm. Urquhart, of Burr- 
fireet, Middlefex, broker. Jofeph Story, 
of Sharp’s alley, Cow-crofs, Weft-Smith- 
field, foap-boiler and tdllow-chandler. 
William Kerby, of Plymouth Dock, fhop- 
keeper. Henry Murrell, of Bath, carpen- 
terand builder, John Taylor, of White- 
haven, tinman and brazier. Wiiliam Gre- 
gory and James Bancroft, of Salford, Lan- 
cathire,dyers. Francis Collins the young- 
ery of Britol, tobacconilt and fnuff maker. 
Robert Raines Baines, of Kingfton upon 
Hull, grocer, James Barton, of Liverpool, 
Lancafhire, flater and plaifterer. Joachim 
Smith, of Hampftead, Middlefex, dealer 
and chapman. Henry Johnfon, of Ox- 
ford market, taylor. William Oftliffe, of 
Church-ftreet, Soho, taylor, John Win- 
terbottom, of Manchefter, merchant. Rd. 
Hayward, of Briftol, block and pump- 
maker, and fhip chandler. Thomas Wal- 
lace; of Tower Royal, Watling ftreet, 
London, merchant and mariner. Jofeph 
Walker, of Great.Earl-ftreet, Seven Dials, 
baker. John Bew, of Patcrnofter-row, 
book feller. James Carruthers, of Milk, 
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ftreet, Cheapfide, wholefale mercer. Jo- 

nathan Banks and James Hufon, of Great 

Rutland-ftreet, Oxford-road, glafs and 
Staffordthire warehoufemen, Thomas 
Crockart, of St. John, Wapping, dealer 
and chapman, John Hammerton, of Lit- 
tle Shire+lane, Middlefex, wine and brandy 
merchant. William Heelis the younger, 
of Great Bolton, Lancafhire, fuftian manu- 
fa&turer, George Bottle, late of the city 

of Bath, dealer and chapman. Benjamin 

Willis, late of Sheffield, thagreen-cafe- 

maker. Reuben Buckner, of Romfey Infra, 
Hants, linen-draper. Jofeph Burr, of Ox- 
ford-ftreet, horfe-dealer. William Bower, 
late of Manchefter, grocer. Jofeph Hofe, 
of Southwark, man’s mercer. Thomas 
Thompfon, of Blackman-ftreet, Southwark, 
baker and mealman. Haldane Stewart, of 
Noble-ftreet, London, merchant. Giles 

Boardman, of Pendleton, . Lancafhire, 
nurferyman, feedfman, and gardener, Ed- 
ward Lafkey, late of the parith of Afhbur- 
ton, Devonfhire, ferge maker. Ann Dixon, 
of Deptford, Kent, grocer.. James Scott, 
of Widegate-alley, London, cheefemonger, 
Alexander Reed, late of Old Bond-ftreet, 
Middlefex, hofier. James Richmond, of 
Church-lane, Whitechapel, cooper. *Tho. 
Barron, of Jermyn-ftreet, Middlefex, mo- 
ney ferivener. John Boftock, of Man- 
chefter, joiner, John Dudgeon, of Drury- 
lane, baker. Henry Roberts, of Black- 
friars road, nurferyman. John Cock, 
otherwife Cocks, of New Bond-ftrect, 
Middlefex, confe&tiener. Edward Snelfon, 
of Oxford-ftreet, haberdafher. Robert 
Little, of Southwell, Nottinghamhhire, 
mercer, Ifaac Watfon, late of Whitchurch, 
Hereford thire, dealer and chapman. John 
Breman, of Manchefter, cotton-manufac- 
turer. William Meredith, formerly of 
High-ftreet, Shadwell, hatter, late of the 
Weft Indies, but now of Shadwell, mer- 
chant. George Welch, late of the parith 
of St. Giles in the Fields, Middlefex, wine 
merchant. Thomas Waldron, of Catherine- 
ftreet, in the Strand, upholfterer, John 
Richardforn and Sylvefter Hill, of the 
Strand; linen drapers. John Cole, of 
Watford, Hertfordthire,; taylor and falef- 
man, John Baker, of Chatham, Kent, 
chinaman, William Burgefs, of the Bo- 
rough, Southwark, hofier.. Tho. Pittard, 
of Sherborne, Dorfetthire, carrier. — John 
Jackfon, of Snow-hill, hatter. James 
Cutten, partner with Edward Everett, of 
Long Acre, coach maker. Henry Hoyle, 
late of the Foreft of Roffendale, Lancahhire, 
dealer and chapman. Jofhua Reynér, of 
Manchefter, houfe builder. John Daniel 
the younger, of Manchefter, fuftian manu- 
fagturer. Wm. Nott, of Briftol, brewer. 
Thomas Stow and Thomas New, of Brifto), 
fhoemakers. John Piper, of Brighthelm 

ftone, vidtualler. .Tho. Stowe, of Adder- 
bury Eait, Oxfordth. dealer and chapman, 
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